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Author's preface to the 8th edition 

A lhamdulillah (praise be to Allah), our only Creator, Susuiner and Watcher of all our 
deeds; and peace and blessings of Allah be upon A iulmiwad &, the final messenger 
of Allrth and the best example for us to follow. 1 feel humbled to note that 27>,000 
copies of my book Islam: Beliefs <wd Teachings have been printed in English since 1980. This 
has been possible due entirely to the mercy of Almighty Allah. Whom I always beg to accept 
my efforts and grant me Nqj&lt (salvation) in the Akhirah (life after death). This is and has 
been my only aim in writing this book. 

This edition has been thoroughly revised, with additions and improvements in language 
and content. 1 have now included the Arabic words for the English words in the Cflossary. I 
have also added the Arabic verses of the Qur'an to chapter 12. A number of corrections, 
including Arabic words and names, have been made Nonetheless, there may still be mistakes. 

1 shall greatly appreciate if the readers would inform rue of any remaining errors 
The book is widely used in the English-speaking world, and is also increasingly used in 
maintained schools in England to teach Islam as a part of the Religious Studies curriculum. 
This book has also motivated a number of non-Muslims to come to the eternal bliss of Islam. 
This trend, iilliamdulillah , continues. 

I am indebted to Usamah K. Ward , Prof Dr Muhammad Abdul Jabhar Bc$, Dr Faruq Nitrul 
Arefut. Dr Muhammad Qamarul Hasan and Nasreet i Sanaar for their suggestions and comments 
which have helped me to correct errors and improve the quality of the book. I pray to Allah 
to reward Farhat Yasmeen Sarwar for redrafting all the exercises and notes for parents and 
teachers. I am grateful to Ruqaiyyah Warn Maqsood (Rosalyn Kendrick), a former Head of 
Religious Studies, who has improved the exercises. Syed Doha a Nuh has enhanced the book 
by designing the cover, may Allah reward him for his contribution.) beseech Allah to bless 
and reward my wife, who has patiently supported me in the discharge of my Islamic duties 
since the day we were bonded together in wedlock. Lastly, l am grateful to readers who have 
contacted me with their own suggestions. 

It is sad to note that the book has been pirated in the USA, India and the Far East. We do 
not know how many thousands of copies have been pirated, but the estimated number is 
quite substantial.We would urge publishers, booksellers, teachers and all readers not to sell or 
buy pirated copies of the book. Piracy is a menace and dealing in pirated books is like 
dealing in stolen goods. We hope the combined efforts of honest publishers, booksellers and 
readers will help us stop the cancer of piracy. 

I hope and pray that the book will continue to receive support from teachers, parents and 
young people, Muslims and non-Muslims. 

I implore Allah, my Creator, to accept my sincere efforts I beg Him to guide and help me 
to dedicate everything I have for His sake. May He pardon my countless lapses and favour 
me with His mercy and blessings. Amin. 

“ And my success in my task can only come from Allah hi Him I trust and unto Him / turn.” 
( The Qur'an, 11:88) 


London 

Muharram 1427 AH 
January 2006 CE 


Ghtilam Saruw 



maMt a Saying of Prophet Muhammad ^ mmmmmmm 

Khalid bin al-Walld narrated the following hadlth: 

A Bedouin came one day to the Prophet ^ and said to him,“0 Messenger of Allah! I’ve 
come to ask you a few questions about the affairs of this Life and the Hereafter." 

He & replied “Ask what you wish." 

‘Td like to be the most learned of men " 

“hear Allflh, m td you trill hr the most learned of mat 
“1 wish to be the richest man in the world ” 

"Be contented, ami you will he the richest man in the world ” 

Td like to be the most just man.” 

i( Dcsire for others what yon desire for yourself, and you mil be the most just of men. ” 

“I want to be the best of men” 

“Do good to others and you will be the host of men. ” 

“I wish to be the most favoured by Allah" 

“Engage much in Allah’s praise, and you will he most favoured by Hun. " 

Td like to complete my faith.” 

“If you have good manners you will complete your faith.” 

"[ wish to be among those who do good” 

“Adore Allith as if you see Him. If you don't see Him, He sees you. ht this way you will he among 

those who do good . M 
"I wish to be obedient to Allah ” 

“If you observe A Hah's commands you will be obedient. " 

“I’d like to be free from all sins.” 

“Bathe yourself from impurities and you will he free from all sins." 

“I’d like to be raised on the Day of Judgement in the light.’ 

“Don't u'rong yourself or any other creature, and you will he raised on the Day oj Judgement in the 

light. ” 

“I’d like Allah to bestow His mercy on me” 

“If you have mercy on yourself and others, Allah will grant yon mercy on the Day of judgement." 
*Td hke my sins to be very few." 

“If you seek the forgiveness Allah as much as yon can, your sins will be my few.” 

“I’d like to be the most honourable man” 

“If you do not complain to any fellow creature, you will he the most honourable of men. ” 

“I'd like to be the strongest of men” 

“If you pul your trust in Allah, you will be the strongest of men.” 

“I’d like to enlarge my provision” 

“If you keep yourself pure, Allah will enlarge your provision .” 

Td like to be loved by Allah and His messenger” 

“If you Jove what Allah and His messenger love, you will he among their beloved ones. ” 

“I wish to be safe from Allah s wrath on the Day of Judgement” 

“If you do not lose your temper with any of your fellow matures, you will he safe from the wrath of 
Allah on the Day of Judgement ” 
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44 I’d like my payers to be responded.” 

"If you avoid forbidden action's, your prayers mill he responded.” 

“I’d like Allah not to disgrace me on the Day of Judgement.” 

'If you guard yOur 'chastity, Afhlh will not disgrace you on the Day of Judgement." 

Td like Allah to provide me with a protective covering on the Day of Judgement ” 
“Do not uneover your fellow creatures faults, and A llvi will provide you with a covering protection 

i'ii the Day of Judgement. ” 

‘'What wtll save me from sins?” 

“ Ivors, humility and illness. ” 

“What are the best deeds in the eyes of Allah?’ 

“Gentle manners, modesty and patience. " 

“What are the worst evils in the eyes of Allah?” 

“ Hot temper and miserliness ’ 

“What assuages the wrath of Allah in this life and in the Hereafter?” 

"Concealed charity and kindness to relatives. ” 

‘What extinguishes Hells fires on the Day of Judgement?” 

'Pattaice in adversity and misfortunes" 

(Related by Ahmad ibn Hanbal) 

.Scwra 1 :/! Jladith booklet published by The Islamic Call Society, Tripoli Ubya. 

■pMM Declaration of faith 
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Transliteration m/mmmmmmmmmmm 

Correct pronunciation of Arabic words is very important. Incorrect pronunciation changes 
the meaning of an Arabic word. Arabic words have to be pronounced correctly 

Transliteration marks are shown below as a guide to correct pronunciation.These marks 
help to show how the words should sound, but it is not possible to show on a printed page 
exactly how to pronounce words, 

hot example, the word Allah should be pronounced correctly with the two Ls sounded 
distinctly, and the last A has to be a long sound.'The name Muhammad should be pronounced 
with a glottal sound of 11 rather than the normal l f sound,with the two Ms* sounded clearly. 

I have used phonetic transliteration for the benefit of younger learners, eg, Sflraiui h'cVihah 
rather than Sflrah dl-f jtihah, at-Tasluihhud rather than aUTaslmUhud, etc 

Ideally, it is best to listen to an Arabic-speaking person, or someone who has learned how 
to say Arabic words correctly. Audio and video resources can be immensely helpful. 


Arabic 

symbol 

Transliteration 

symbol 

English 

sound 

Example 

Arabic 

symbol 

Transliteration 

symbol 

English 

sound 

Example 

1 

a 

add 

Akbar 


I 

far 

Ifyimah 


b 

bit 

Hilill 


M 

- 

Qur'an 


t 

tap 

Tirntidhl 


k 

king 

Ka * bah 

& 

til 

think 

Vrfitttiln 

j 

1 

list 

Lnqmtin 

n 

j 

just 

Jannah 

r 

in 

mist 

Mans 

c 

b 

- 

Muhammad 

0 

n 

name 

Nab 

t 

kh 

loch 

Khallfah 

} 

w 

wait 

Wutfn' 

i 

d 

dawn 

nawnd 

0 > 

i< 

rehash 

lbrUhlm 

S 

dh 

worthy 

Tirmiiihl 

6 

v 

year 

VS sin 

j 

r 

rip 

RahmAn 

0 

t ij folfawtd, ll otherwise 

$alah 

) 

7 . 

zip 

Zakah 


* 

- 

Quran 


S 

<at 

Sunnah 

fitba) 

a 

tap 

Rajah 

Jr 

sh 

shape 

Shah&dah 

l 

a 

Saab 

Dawnd 


s 

- 

Satrn 

(kasra) 

i 

grin 

Jinn 


d 

45 , 

Ramadan 

L?, 

i 

deed 

Khadljah 


t 

- 

AahSralt 

} 

(famttiti) 

u 

pul! 

Jnmu'dh 

Jp 

4 


Zuhr 

* } 

> 

0 

food 

Dawnd 

t 

‘ 

- 

'Air 

J 

aw 

how 

$au>m 

l 

gh 

- 

Maghrib 


ai 

tie 

Sul aiman 
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Arabic Symbols 



& $alfdll<lhn 'alaihi twsaUam 

Pbace and blessings of Allah be upon him 


should be said when Prophet 
Muhammad $ is mentioned 

may be said when a prophet 


Alaihis uilZm 
Peace be upon him 


of Allah is mentioned 

may he said when a male companion of 
Prophet Muhammad 3* is mentioned 

may be said when a female companion of 
Prophet Muhammad St is mentioned 


Radtyallmhu ‘atihu (plural ‘auburn) 
May Allah be pleased with him 


♦$> Radiyallalm ‘anhff (plural ‘atilumna) 
May Allah be pleased with her 


mmmztijmmmm Arabic Dates tmmm 


The Islamic calendar is lunar (based on the cycle ol the moon).The Islamic year has twelve 
lunar months, and is about 354 days long, 11 days shorter than the Western solar year. Islamic 
years are dated from the Hijrah (migration) of Prophet Muhammad 3> in 622 CE (Christian 
or Common Era), so the first year of the Islamic calendar is 1 AH (After Hijrah). 

Formula to change AH to CE 

CE =22 (AH) + 622 
33 

Example. 1421 AH =32(1421) + 622 = 2000 CE (approx.) 

Formula to change CE to AH 

AH = 33(CE-622) 

32 

Example: 2000 CE = 33 (2000 - 622) f 1421 AH (approx.) 

The Islamic months are: Mulumam, Safar ; Rabl‘ul Aunwl, Rabl'ulAkhirJumUdal Ois, funuidal 
Akhimh, Rajah, Sha'hdn, Ram ad fin, Shaumfil, Dim! Qa'dah , Dhul Hijjah. 



Quotations and references from the Qur’an are followed by the number of the Sarah (chapter) 
then the number of the verse, e.g. (2:177) means Sarah 2, verse 177. 

Verses in the same chapter are separated by a comma, e.g. (2:36, 47-49) means Sarah 2, 
verse 36 and verses 47 to 49. 

Verses quoted from different chapters are separated by a semicolon, e.g. (2:255; 5*56-59) 
means Sarah 2, verse 255 and Sarah 5, verses 56 to 59. 
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uLcjg 

I dedicate this book to those sincere and selfless slaves of Almighty Allah, 
especially the youth, who willingly and consciously decide to sacrifice everything 
they have to seek His pleasure. 


O Almighty Allah, 
my Creator ; Oumer and Sustained 
Watcher oj all my deeds, 

/ implore You, beseech You, beg You 
to accept this humble effort of mine . 
help the readers of this book to the Light of Guidance 
and grant me pardon on the Day of Judgement 
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introduction and Basic Beliefs 



Islam: introduction 

I slam is a complete way of life. It is the guidance for all mankind from Allah, the 
Creator of the Universe. It covers all the things people do in their lifetime. Islam 
tells us the purpose of our creation, our final destiny and our place among other 
creatures. It shows us the best way to conduct our private arid public affairs, including 
social, political, economic, moral and spiritual activities. 

Islam is an Arabic word which means submission and obedience. Submission is 
acceptance of Allah’s commands. Obedience means putting Allah’s commands into 
practice. Submission and obedience to Allah bring peace, which is vs hy Islam also means 
peace. A person who accepts the Islamic way of life and acts upon k is a Muslim. 

Allah, another Arabic word, is the proper name of God. Muslims prefer to use the 
word Allah rather than the word God. Allah does not mean‘the God of the Muslims 1 , 
as some people wrongly believe. Rather, it is the name the Creator has chosen for 
l limself. Allah is the Creator of everyone and everything. He is unique and has no 
son or daughter. Muslims should begin their actions by saying Bismiltah , which means 
‘in the name of Allah’. 

Islam is the way of peace and harmony. If we look around, we see that all things — 
the sun, the moon and the stars, the high mountains and the mighty oceans — obey 
a law’: the Law ofAllilLWe find no disorder or chaos in them. Every thing is in its right 
place. We see perfect order and total harmony in the system of Nature that Allah has 
created.The sun rises in the east and sets in the west and there has been no exception 
to this rule.The moon and the stars shine at night Night passes, a new day conies, 
and so the process goes on. Flowers blossom and the trees have green leaves in the 
spring. Everything has a set course that cannot be violated. Have you ever noticed 
any violation in the Law of Allah by these objects of Nature? No, of course not. 
Why? Simply because they are made to obey Allah.They have no choice hut to obey. 
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Intiad dim ‘indallnlul Islam 


“ Surely ., the way of life acceptable to Allah is Islam. ” (J: / 9) 

This is why we find eternal peace in the system of Nature, But human beings are 
different: Allah has given us the knowledge and ability to choose between right and 
wrong. Not only this, in case wc forget 1 le has also sent us constant reminders, by 
sending His prophets and books for our guidance. The final messenger of Allnh is 
Muhammad and the final book of guidance is the Qur'an. 

Yet He does not force us to obey Him. He has given us the choice either to obey 
or disobey Him. Why ^ Because He wants to test us. After this test there will be a Day 
of reward and punishment. This is the Day of Judgement (Yawmuddtnj. Those who 
pass the test will be rewarded with everlasting happiness and peace in Paradise (al- 
Jamiah) and those who fail will suffer terrible punishment in I lell (alfahammn).We 
can earn this reward and escape punishment by obeying and worshipping Allnh. 

We know there is peace and harmony in all of Nature; because nothing ever 
disobeys Allah. Neither the sun nor the moon, the mountains nor the trees, the 
animals on land or in the sea, can disobey Allnh — they just behave as He has created 
them to behave.They have no choice. 

The only exceptions are human beings and the Jinn (creatures we can’t see); they 
have free will, which means they can choose whether to obey or disobey Allnh. But 
if we follow the guidance given to us through the prophets, we are sure to have 
peace in the world we live in. 

All human beings, by their very naturelike good things and dislike bad things. For 
example, we all like truthfulness and hate lies. Even a liar does not like to be called a 
liar! Why? Because we know in our hearts that telling lies is a bad thing. In the same 
way, helping others, showing kindness, politeness, respect for parents and teachers. 
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honesty and all other forms of good conduct are always liked and appreciated: hut 
rudeness, cruelty, lies, hurting others, disrespect to parents and teachers, using foul 
language, drug addiction, stealing, violence and other bad conduct arc disliked by 
everyone. So, wc can say that human nature likes the Right and dislikes the Wrong. 
Right is Md'ra) (^2)j**) and wrong is Mtwkar ( in Arabic - the language of 
the Qur'an. 

it is also human nature to love peace and hate disorder. Peace comes from obedience 
to Allah’s Law, whilst disorder is the outcome of disobedience. Islam establishes this 
pearp. which is nart nf man’s nature: Islam is called the Religion of Nature: in 



To achieve peace in society, Islam calls upon Muslims to work together towards 
what is right and to keep away from what is evil.This joint effort to root out evil and 
establish truth is called Jihad pL^>-) which means to try ones utmost to see Truth 
prevail and falsehood disappear from society The aim of Jihad is to seek the pleasure 
of Allah. You will learn more about Jihad later in this book. 

The Purpose of Human Creation 

Allah created human beings to do His bidding and obey His commands. Allah says 
in the Qur'an, His final guidance for mankind: 

"I have not created Jinn and mankind (for any other purpose) except to worship Me. " 
(51:56) 

‘Worship* in this verse means total obedience to Allah’s commands.The Qur’Hnic 
word for worship is Ibadah (oUp). Every good thing we do is 'Ibfidah, if we do it 
for Allah’s sake.The purpose of our life is to please Allah through 7 badah. 

'Ibadah is the way to achieve success and happiness in this life and in the life after death. 

Islam or ‘Mohammedanism* 

Islam is sometimes incorrectly called ‘Mohammedanism’ and Muslims 
‘Mohammedans’. Other religions have been named after their founder or after the 
community in which the religion prospered. For example, Christianity has been named 
after Christ , Buddhism after Buddha and Judaism after the tribe of Judah. But Islam has 
not been named after Muhammad It is the name of Allah’s Guidance for mankind 

revealed through all die prophets, the last of whom was Muljammad 
Islam and Muslims are words used in the Qwr'fltt.The Qur'an says, “Sure/}', the way of 
life acceptable to Allah is Islam. ” (3:19) “He named you Muslims before and in this. ” (22:78) 
The message of all the prophets from Adam to Muhammad is the same obey 
Allah and none other. This message, sent through prophets, was completed at the 
time of Muhammad who was the last in the chain of prophethood.7 his is mentioned 
in the Qur'an: “This day 1 have perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon 
you and have chosen for you Islam as your way of life. ” (5:3) It is wrong, then, to call Islam 
‘Mohammedanism’ and Muslims ‘Mohammedans’. 


what did you learn? Ilal 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. What is Islam? 

2. Explain why the word ‘religion’ does not give the full meaning to the word 
Islam. 

3. How do you think Islam can hiring peace? 

4. Why do you think Allah does not force m to obey Him? 

5. What does being a Muslim really mean? 

6. What do we mean when we say that things in Nature are in complete harmony? 
7 Give some everyday examples of ‘Ihadah. 

\Y/ll A Ll4fltt/r A •* *!*•/-• ««rrkr/Jif tVIA'l *-% • 



Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What is Islam? 

2. What does being a Muslim really mean? 

3. Why did Allah create us? 

4. What special characteristic has Allah given to humans and why? 

5. Why is Islam called Dfnul Fifrah? 

6. Write a paragraph on why just having a Muslim name does not always make a 
person Muslim. 

7. Write down in your own words why Islam should not be called Mohammedanism. 

8. Briefly describe the ideals of the Islamic way of life and why we should try to 
live by them. 

Discuss how observing Nature and how it works points to the existence of a 
Creator. Use verses from the Qur'an to clarify your answer. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. “Living true Islam in the modem world is definitely a challenge. ” Discuss this statement 
with regards to advancements in technology and the search for spirituality. 

2. “7<> live means continual submission. Some submit to hedonism, or to a political idea; and 
some to faith. We all submit to something but u>e are free to choose. ” Explain the meaning 
of this statement in relation to Islamic teaching. 
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The basic beliefs of Ulflro are; 



These beliefs have been stated precisely 
the Faith in detail: 


t Allah 

2 Angels of Allah 

(Mala'ikak) 

3 Books of Allah 

(Kutubulldh) 

4 Messengers of Allah 

(RimluMO 

5 The Day of Judgement 
f Yatmnuldfti) 

6 Destiny (al-Qadr) 

7 Life after death (Ahhirah)* 

s ; 

al-fm3md Mufassal 


jJjil \ A y A-SiVUj 

1 Jou wJui \ d ^ j 

Amantu hill din, wa uuiltl'ikatihJ, wci kulubiiu, im msuiihl, 
wal yawwil tikhiri, well tftulri khairihf wa gharri lit wmalhlhi fuVf/tf, wal ba'thi ba'dal waul. 

M J believe in Allah, in Mis angels, in His books, in His messengers, 
m the Last Day (Day \*f Judgment) and in the fact that everything good or bad is 
decided by Allah, the Almighty, and in the life after death.” 



ALLAtl 
5. MESSENGERS OF AtXAH 


RISALAH 


TAW HID 


AKHIRAH 


* Note: 

The basic beliefs appear as six in some texts where The Day of judgement is included in Life after death 


17 









The seven beliefs may be grouped into three: 


Tawhfd 

kisiiiah 


(oneness and uniqueness ofAUsh) 
(prophethood) 


op 


Akhirah (life after death) 

Tawhfd , Risalah and Akhirah summarise the whole of the 
we must understand them thoroughly and very clearly* 


.* * 

Islamic system of life. So. 



Tawhfd means the oneness or uniqueness of Allah. It is the main part of IrrnVi (Faith) 
and is beautifully expressed in Sflratul Ikhlfy in the Quran: 

“Say, He is Allah, the One. Allah is Eternal and Absolute. None is horn of Him , nor is He 
born. And there is none like Him.” (Surah 112) 

lawhfd is the most important Islamic belief. It means that everything on this earth 
is created by Allah, Who looks after and provides for all the needs of every creature. 
He is the only Source of Guidance for Jinn and human beings. 

Tawhfd is the belief in Allah with all His powers. Allah is All-Knowing. Alb Wise 
and All-Powerful. He is the Merciful, the Kind and the Most-Loving. He is with us 
all the time. He sees us, but we do not see Him. He was, is and always will be. He is 
the First and the Last. He has no partner, son or daughter, nor has a father or mother. 
He gives us life and takes it away. Everyone must return to Him after death. 

The first duty of a Muslim is to declare his faith.To make this declaration a person 
must say in words and believe in his heart — la ilaha illallahu Muhamniadar rasfllullah 
— (there is no god except Allah; Muhammad is Allah’s messenger).The saying of 
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these Arabic words is called ash-Shahddah (Declaration of Faith), t here are 

two parts of this declaration: (1 ) IJ ildha illalfah, (2) A iultammadur wdluMi. 

The first part, Ll ilclhd illallnh, has two aspects: Negative and Positive. Li illfha is 



the negative aspect, whilst illallilh is the positive one. 

A believer must first cleanse his heart of the idea of any other god or any other 
object of worship; only then can faith in the Oneness of Allah take root inside his/ 
her heart. 

Let us try to understand this with an example. Suppose we have a piece of land 
which is full of weeds and bushes where we want to grow wheat. Now, if we sow 
very good wheat seeds in the land without first cleaning it fully, we cannot hope to 
get a good wheat crop. So what must we do' We must cultivate the land, clear the 
weeds and bushes and prepare the soil before we sow the seeds. We can thus expect 
good crops. 

Let us compare the land with the human heart. If the heart is full of belief in false 
gods, we cannot expect Tawhld to take root there. So it must be cleansed of any other 
god or object of worship; only then will 'idwhfd take root and the light of faith will shine. 

Tawhld shapes and influences the entire course of our life. This is why we must 
have a clear understanding of its meaning. 
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The vast and majestic universe with its amazingly flawless system clearly indicates 
that there is one Creator and one Supreme Controller of this wonderful universe. 
When we think about the unique system and perfect order of the universe, we 
find no chaos in it. The sun, the moon and the galaxy obey the same Supreme 
Authority. The whole universe obeys the laws of this Supreme Power. There is 
complete cooperation and harmony in the system. Everything is nicely set in its 
place. No improvement can be suggested and no defect detected. This superb and 
perfect combination of order and beauty is clear proof of the presence of an All- 
Wise and All-Powerful Creator and Regulator. 

[ lad there been more than one Creator and Controller of the planets, for example, 
there would have been conflict and chaos (21:22). We notice no such disorder in the 
universe.The efficient running of a school and the steering of a car or a ship, calls for 
one headmaster, one driver or one captain. No single institution can be run problem 
free with more than one leader,just as no car can be driven by more than one person 
at the same time. 

The universe, made up of many planets and stars, is a unit. All its components have 
a common origin and purpose because the universe was deliberately created by one 
Absolute Power. Everything in the universe works in harmony and co-operation as 
do the various parts of the human body.The limbs of the human body seem to have 
different functions, hut they all serve the same purpose keeping the body fit and 
functioning properly. 


The Effect of Tawhid on Human Life 



Belief in La ilaha illaltah or Tawhid has a far-reaching impact on our life: 

0 A believer in Tawhid surrenders himself completely to the Will of Allah and 
becomes His true servant and subject. Allah has created all that is on the earth and in 
the sky for the service of mankind. When a person surrenders himself to Allnlfs 
commands, he understands and appreciates that Allnh has made all creation for his 
benefit and use. 

The Qur'an confirms this when it says, “Have you not seen how Allah this made all 
that is in the earth subservient to you?” (22:65) H Do you not sec how Allah has harnessed 
whatever is in Heaven and whatever is on earth for you? He has lavished His bounties on you 
both apparent and hidden...” (31:20) 

These two verses clearly indicate that Allnh lias created everything on the earth 
and in the sky for the service and comfort of humans.The blessing of being served 
by other objects and creatures is only apparent when we believe and practise Tawhtd. 
This means we must be totally obedient to Allah. 

0 It produces in the believer a high degree of self-respect, confidence and 
contentment. He knows that he depends on none but Allah for the fulfilment of his 
needs. He firmly believes that Allah alone has the power to provide all his requirements 
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and no one else has any power to do good or harm him. 

When can a believer be confident and develop self-respect? He can he so only 
when he feels that he depends on none but 1 Iis Creator for all Ins needs. He does 
not worry because he knows that Allah will take care of all his needs if he is truly 
obedient. 

H I Ins belief makes a believer humble and modest. He is never arrogant or haughty. 
He is fully aware that everything on earth belongs to Allnh and he gains control over 
the rest of the creation only by being a subject of Allah. 1 ie also knows very well that 
whatever he has is from Allnh. So there is no reason to be proud or arrogant, 
fil Belief in Tawhfd makes a believer dutiful and upright.The believer knows that he 
must carry out the commands of his Creator to succeed in this life and the life 
hereafter.This awareness keeps him away from neglecting Ins duties and from other 
sins. 

0 It makes a person brave and courageous. It removes from his mind the fear of 
death or concern for safety.The believer knows that it is Allah who will cause death 
at the appointed time and none but He can harm the believer’s safety. So, if he obeys 
Allnh, he has nothing to worry about. He goes on doing his duty without any fear. 
Q[ A believer in Tawhtil consciously feels himself to be part of the whole universe. 

1 le is the best of all creations of Allah — the Powerful Master of the whole universe. 
This belief broadens his hon/on and his outlook expands. 

gj It produces in a believer strong determination, patience and perseverance.The 
believer becomes single-minded and dedicates himself to seeking the pleasure of his 
Creator, 

Imagine a boat. It has a rudder which guides the boats movement: with the rudder 
under control, the boat moves forward proudl y over the w aves, but if the boat is not 
controlled by the rudder, it is tossed in any direction bv every wave. 

Similarly, when a believer surrenders himself to Allah alone, he can go forward in 
the affairs of life without fear. But if he does not obey Allah, he has to obey false gods 
like the fear of losing his job, fear of danger, fear of hunger and the like. When 
someone believes in Allah alone, his life is not ruled by such fears. 

BJ The most important effect of the belief in Ui Mia illallsh is that it makes a 
person obey Allah s commands. A believer in Taudild is sure that Allah knows and sees 
everything and he cannot escape Allah s ever-watchful eye for a single moment. In 
fact, Allah is nearer to him than his own. jugular vein (50:1,6). So, a true believer does 
not commit a sin either secretly or in the darkness of the night because he firmly 
believes that Allah sees everything all the time. 

A believer in Tatvhtd seeks the pleasure of Allah by making his actions reflect his 
beheis. Belief without practice is worthless in Islam. 

We Muslims are believers in Tawhui.We are Allah’s servants and subjects. We must 
practice what we believe in. 
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Al-Qadr 

We believe that Allrsh has created the universe and He is its Absolute Controller and 
Regulator. Albh has fixed a set course for everything in the universe; this is called <;/- 
Qadr. Nothing can happen without the will and the knowledge of Allah. 1 he destiny 
of every creature is already known to Allah. (25;2. 33:38) 

But this does not mean that man has no freedom of w ill , We know that man is the 
Khalifa h (agent) of Allah on this earth. We also know that Allah does not force us to 
do anything. It is up to us to obey or disobey Him. Whether we will obey or disobey 
is known to Him. But the fact that Allah knows what we are going to do docs not 
affect our freedom of choice. Man does not know what his dest iny is. He has the li ce 
will to choose the course he will take. 

We will be judged on the basis of our intentions on the Day of Judgment. If we 
follow Allah's guidance we will be rewarded; if not, we will be punished. 

By believing in al-Qadr we testify that Allah is the Absolute Controller of all the 
affairs of His universe. It is He Who decides what is good and what is bad. 

Allah already knows the fate of all human beings. This does not mean that we can 
do whatever we like, as if it would make no difference to what happens to us. We 
must pay attention to the Divine Guidance provided by Allah the Almighty. He gave 
human beings free will.Wc are free to choose between right and wrong. We will be 
judged for our actions on earth on the Day of Judgement. 

Allah knows everything. He is the only One Who can judge His subjects. He 
commands mankind to follow the Divine Guidance He has prescribed for mans 
success in the life after death. But it depends entirely on the mercy of Allah to judge 
who will be rewarded and who will not. 

Allah knows what will happen to everyone, but we do not know. His foreknowledge 
is one of His Divine qualities 

Sometimes things happen that do not make sense to us. Why do floods, hurricanes 
and earthquakes happen' 1 Why do people starve to death in many countries around 
the world? Why do people suffer? What makes one man good and another a criminal? 

We do not know all the answers to these questions. We have only a little knowledge 
of the universe, but Allnh knows everything. We would be wasting time if we blamed 
Allah for the problems or the bad things that happen, simply because we do not 
seem to see the reasons behind them. 

We should have firm faith in the wisdom of our All-Knowing Creator, and help 
people in distress as much as we can. 

We are unable to understand and interpret many of Allah’s actions. It is meaningless 
to argue that human beings act without freedom and that we are forced to act the 
way we do. We decide for ourselves what we will do, and what we will not, and we 
are responsible for our own actions This freedom of action does not contradict the 
fact that Allah already knows what we do or will do. 
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what did you learn? (I hi 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. l ook at the diagram of the basic beliefs on page 17. Can you design your own 
diagram to display the seven basic beliefs of a Muslim? 



3. What does the word Tawhld mean? 

4. Carefully read the words of Sdutfitl Ikhffi?, What does it tell us about Tawhld? 

5. Who is the Controller of the Universe and how does He control it? 

6. Why do you think the presence of more than one Creator would cause problems? 

7. Look at the diagram on page 19, and describe in your own words bow it explains 
the belief in iawhtd. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. “Belief in Tawhld ought to change a person's life." Explain this statement, giving 
practical examples to clarify your answer 

2. “lawlild, Risdlah atid Akhirah, explain the whole of the Islamic system of life. "Discuss 
this statement. 

3. Group the seven basic beliefs of Islam into the three basic concepts and create a 
diagram of your own. 

4. What is the Arabic word for each of the words listed below: 

a. Faith b. Prophetkood c. The One d. Oneness of Alfa h 

e. Angels f. Books of Allah g. Declaration of Faith 

5. Explain why belief in al-Qadr is so important in the life of a Muslim. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Discuss the significance of the positive and negative aspects of Tawhld. 

2. “Belief inTawhld has to result in action in order to he effective, "justify this statement in 

your own words. 

3. Give an outline of the Islamic belief that al-Qadr does not interfere with a person's 
free will to choose between right and wrong. 



r x 
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Risalah (Prophethood) 

RisSlah is a channel of communication between Allah and mankind. Allah, the Most 
Merciful, has provided man with Guidance to follow the right course and to make 
this world a happy and peaceful place to live in. 1 here is a great reward in the life 
after death for those who follow this Guidance. 

Since the beginning of Creation, Allah has sent I iis Guidance for mankind through 
His chosen agents.These chosen people are called prophets (sing. nabl y pi. anbiyil’). 
They asked the people of their time to obey and worship Allah alone.They taught, 
guided and trained the people about how to follow the way of Allah. 

Prophets were human beings.We should never refer to them as the sons of Allah. 
Allah is One and He has no partner, son or daughter It is a major sin to say that Allah 
has a son, daughter or partner. 

The message of all the prophets is one and the same. As Allah is One, so is His 
message.The message is to worship Allah alone and to reject all false gods. “We did 
send Nllh (Noah) to his people , and he said ‘My folk, worship Allah. you have no other god 
than Him. I fear for you the torment of an awful day,’” (7:59) In other words, all the 
prophets preached the message of: 

La Mia illalilh 

(There is no god except Allah) 

We need Guidance from Allah. As we human beings are weak and frail; we have 
no knowledge of the future and the knowledge we do have is limited. Also, we are 
not perfect.We are even unable to see what is behind us. Human knowledge invariably 
changes with time. Humans are unable to make Guidance for themselves which is 
valid tor all times and all conditions.This is the reason why Allah has blessed us with 
Guidance through prophets.The Qur’an is the last book ot Allah’s Guidance. 

Allah has also sent books of Guidance through some ot His prophets (2:213,7:52). 
They are also called messengers (sing, rastil pi. rusul). Prophets and Messengers showed 
by their own example how to obey Allah. 

Allah sent prophets to every nation at different times (10:47, 13:7, 35:24). It was 
necessary to send prophets at different times to bring forgetful human beings back 
to the right path (a$-$irHtul Mustaqlm). 

Prophets of Allah 

According to a saying of Prophet Muhammad the number of prophets is one 
hundred and twenty four thousand. As Muslims, we must believe in all the prophets and 
messengers (2:285). Allah’s guidance to mankind, which began with Adam was 
completed with Muhammad gfc.The Qur’an mentions only the twenty-five most 
prominent by name: 
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Prophets 
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Ya'qub Jacob 
'' uui)i Yusuf Joseph 
Shu'aib 

*-**»' Ayyub Job 
Musa Moses 
iis’Juk Harun Aaron 
Dhul Kifl Ezekiel 
>,jV» Dawud Dowd 
oUiuu Sulaiman Sotompn 
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Angels 

We have already mentioned belief in Angels (MaUt’ikah) in at- hnamtf Muja$$al Who 
are the angels? What do they do? Can we see them? How are they different from man? 

Angels are a special creation of Allah. They have been created from divine light 
(Ndr) to perform specific duties. By comparison Adam, the first man, was created 
from clay, and the Jinn from fire. the devil, is from thejfrw. Some people think 

Iblls was the leader of the angels.The Qur'an says Ibtis was from among the Jinn (18:50). 

Allah gave Angels the qualities and powers necessary to carry out their duties, but they 
do not have free will.They always obey Allah and can never disobey Him. Man, on the 
other hand, has been given free will and can choose between right and wrong. This is 
why man will have to account for his actions on the Day of judgement. 

Angels do what Allah commands them to. They are the sinless servants of Allah’s 
will.They help men in the use of free will. Man decides what to do and angels help 
him to carry out the decision. 

The duty of angels is to glorify and praise Allah. They never get tired. They are 
always ready to obey Allah. They do not need sleep, nor do they require the things a 
human being would need. 

We cannot see angels unless they appear in human form. Angel Jilml'll once appeared 
m human form before a gathering of the companions of the Prophet He came 
to teach them, but only the Prophet ^ knew he was an angel. Angels can take any 
suitable appearance to carry out their duties. 

There are many angels in the kingdom of Allah. Prominent among them are: 


Jibra'll or Jibrll (Gabriel) 

Mika’ll or Mikal (Michael) 

’DnPll (Malakul Maun, also called Azrait) 




Israfil 

JilmYil brought the revelation from Allah to Prophet Muhammad # and to all the 
other prophets. ‘IzrZ’ll — also called the ‘Angel of Death’ (Malakul Mawt) — is 
responsible for ending our life. Isrttftl will blow the trumpet at the time of the end of 
the world and on the Day of Judgement. 

Some angels are busy recording all that we do. They are called the Honourable 
Recorders (KirJman Kcltibdn), Not a single word we say goes unrecorded (50:18). 

Allah maintains His kingdom perfectly,and angels are His obedient servants. Angels 
will welcome in Heaven those of us who always obey Allah’s commands and will 
throw the wrong-doers mto Hell (39:71-74). 


26 




The Books of Allah jmmihhm 

so far we have learned that we human beings are the servants of Allah and His 
agents on earth. But we need guidance to carry out our duties as Allah’s agents We 
are unable to guide ourselves because we have many weaknesses within us and we 
have very limited knowledge of the past, present and future. Only Allah is above all 
these shortcomings and He alone has the power to give us guidance that is suitable 
for all times and places. We know that Allah has not left us without guidance and that 
He has sent prophets to show us the right path in life. In addition to this. He has also 
sent books of guidance through some prophets I Its messengers. 

Allah’s blessings are countless. He provides us with all that we need. Just imagine 
how wonderfully He arranges our growth in the tender and affectionate care of our 
parents from birth to youth.Who provides us with food when we are in our mothers 
womb? Who fills our mothers breasts with milk to suckle as soon as we are born? 
Allah, the Merciful, of course. 

Allah’s greatest favour to mankind is His Guidance contained in the revealed 
books. The pure, perfect and most useful knowledge conies only from Allah, the 
Wisest and the Greatest (2:146-147, 4:163, 53:1-6). 



TAWRAH 


ZABUR INJIL QURAN 


A Muslim believes in all the revealed books which are mentioned in the Qur’tln. 
They are: the TawrSh (Torah) of (Moses), the ZabGr (Psalms) of Ddwfld 

(David), the Injtl (Gospel) of ‘Ism && (Jesus) and the Qur’an revealed to Muhammad 
tfc.The Qur’flH also mentions the $uhuf of IbrUfiTm M (Scripture of Abraham). 
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Of the divine books, only the Qttrflti remains unchanged, preserved in its original 
form.The original Tamzh\ ZabUr and ItijlJ no longer exist. I he texts available today 
were written by their followers many years after the death' of their prophets. The 
writers have changed and distorted Allah’s words. They have mixed divine words 
with those of human beings. 

The Bible, which is a collection of the books of the Old testament and the Neu> 
Testament , has been translated into English from available Hebrew and Greek 
manuscripts. A careful reader can easily find some of the additions and alterations 
made to them. 

The Bible, as it is available today, has many human additions which do not appear to be 
correct * 1 2 * 4 . It is not a divine revelation. It contains numerous misleading misconceptions 
and false accounts of the prophets. The message of Allah sent through them was either 
lost or distorted, because of the neglect or folly of their followers. On the other 
hand, the Qur'&i contains Alliih’s guidance for mankind in its original form and 
language, unchanged and undistorted. It restates in clear and unambiguous language 
the message of Allah which the followers of earlier prophets have lost. The message 
of the Qurftn is valid for all times and climes. 


Notes: 

1 The lauWh was revealed in Hebrew and the Injfl most probably in the Aramaic (Syriac) language. 

2 The Bible consists of the Old Testament and the New Testament, 

The Old Testament includes the five books of the Pentateuch (Genesis t Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy), the books of Ezra, Psalms and others. 

The New.Testament includes four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, The Gospel of Barnabas, which 
appears to be the most authentic version of Prophet ‘hs’s life, is not included in it 

The Injtl (Gospel) was compiled after Prophet ‘hit (Jesus) was taken up by Allah. According to Christians, 
'fill was crucified and died as a result.The Qnr'fln rebates this and states that ‘hit was lifted up by Allah 
(4:157-1 SB). 

4a Prophet Nfih (Noah) is described as drunk and naked in the book of Onf»u (ch.9, verses 20 22). unbefitting 
of a prophet. 

b Incest ascribed to Lflf (T^ot) in Genesis (ch 19, verses 31 —37) again, cannot be an act of a prophet, 
c Falsehood attributed to IshSq (Isaac) in Genesis (ch. 26, verses 7-11). 

d A comparison of verses 16-17 in chapter 19 in Matthew with verses 17 18 of chapter 10 of Mark in the 
iVicTwrifflicnt shows how- individual compilers added human words to Allah’s words. 

Santee :The New English Bible , Oxford University Press. 1970. 
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Key Stage 3 (11- 14> 

1. XVhtiwRisiilah?. 

2. Why did Allah need to send so many prophets and messengers? 

3. I low many prophets are named in the Qur'an? 

4. Write down the names of four great angels and briefly describe their jobs. 

5. Draw the diagram of the Books of Allah in vour exercise book,To whom was 
each book revealed? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Who was the first Prophet of Allah? 

2. Who was the last Prophet of Allah? 

3 What is a$-$imul Mustaqlm? 

4. “Pfophets and messengers haw been sent sitin' the hi'\*hwin<ti of time to guide us. ” Why 
wa$ this necessary? 

5. In your own words write ten sentences about the angels of Allnh. 

6. Name the revealed books mentioned in the Qur’an and the form in which they 
can now be found 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Define the word Risalah and explain its significance for our lives. 

2. Explain in your own words the status and duties of the angels of Allah. 

3. If humans possess free will, explain why they need guidance from Allah. Why 
can’t they just do as they like? 
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mmmmammmmmmmmm The Quran 

The Qur'tVi is a unique book. It is the Guidance from our Creator for all humans. It 
is the sacred book of Muslims and the main source of Law in Islam. Muslims believe 
every word of the Qur'an is from Allah. 

The Qur'an is the final revelation from Allah to mankind. The revelation to Prophet 
Muhammad £& began in the cave of Hi hi' on (he Mount Nur in 610 CE. As we have 
said, the previous books sent to earlier prophets no longer exist in their original 
form. Only the Qur'an remains unchanged. It is the Guidance tot all of humanity 
until the end of the world. So, it is clearly very important that this book is preserved 
and kept free from human distortion 

No other book in the world can match the Qur'an in respect of its recording and 
preservation. The astonishing fact about this book of Allah is that it has remained 
unchanged even to a dot over the last fourteen hundred vears Allah the Almighty 
has Himself taken the responsibility of preserving the Qur'Jtt. He says: “Surely, We 
have revealed this reminder (Dilihr) and Lo, We verily are its Guardian (15:9) This verse 
shows that Allah revealed the Qur'an and He w ill protect it Indeed, He has protected 
it from any change whatsoever, and His protection will continue until the end of the 
world. 

None except the Creator could have produced the unique verses ot the Qur’dn. 
Allah challenges humans and Jinn together to produce anything similar to the Quran, 
whilst informing them that they will never be able to do it (2:23; 10:37-38; 17:88). 
This challenge remains, and will continue to remain, unanswered. 

The Qur J ffw was recorded as soon as it was revealed under the personal supervision 
of Prophet Muhammad The Qur'an exists today in its original form, unaltered 
and undistorted. It is a living miracle in the sense that it has survived so many 
centuries without suffering even the smallest change Every word of it — every 
single letter and sound — is in the hearts and minds of thousands of Muslims who 
continue to memorise and recite it every day. No variation of text can be found in 
it. You can check this for yourself by listening to and comparing the recitation of 
Muslims from different parts of the world. 

Arabic, the language of the Qur'an, unlike the languages of other revealed books, 
is a living, dynamic and very rich language Millions of people all over the world use 
Arabic in their daily lives.This shows the relevance of the Qur'an and its universal 
usefulness even in today's world. 

Through the Qur'an our Creator speaks to us. It is a clear proof of His Sovereignty 
over the universe, and that He is All-knowing, All-aware. 

The subject matter ot the Qur'an is Man and his ultimate goal in life. Its teachings 
cover all areas of this life and the life after death, ft contains principles, teachings and 
guidance for every area of human activity. The theme of the Qnr\?u consists broadly 
of the three fundamental concepts of Tamil! d Risalah and Ahhirah. TawliJd is the basic 
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theme of the Qur'an. AH the prophets of Allah called people towards lawhfd. T he 
Qwr'tTn gives a vivid description of the Paradise which will he awarded to the truly 
obedient servants of Allah.The severe punishment to be meted out to the evildoers 
is also described vividly in the Qm VTu. 

The Qur'an urges people to follow its guidance and teachings. The success of 
human beings on this earth and in the life after death depends on obedience to the 
teachings of the Qwr’tfw. We cannot perform our duties as the servants of Allah and 
His agents if we do not follow the Qur’nnJThe Qur'an urges us to use our energies 
and wealth to establish the supremacy of Allah’s Laws and remove all evils from the 
society in which we live. 

The superb style of the Qur’an lias a tremendous effect on its readers. It totally changes 
the pattern of life of those who believe and practice its teachings. It leaves a soothing 
effect on the mind of its reader, even if he does not fully understand its meaning, t he 
incredible effect is hard to describe, it has to be experienced to really appreciate it. 

The revelation, collection and compilation of the Qur’an 

The Qur'an was revealed to Muhammad ^ through the angel Jibra'fl. It was sent 
down in stages and completed over a period of twenty three years. 

Each and every word of the Qur'an was recorded as soon as it was revealed by 
Allah to the Prophet through the angel Jibra’lL The verses of the Qur'ati were sent 
down at different times according to the needs of the early Muslims. jibra’ll carefully 
instructed the Prophet & in which order the verses should be put together. The 
Qur'an is not put together in the order the verses were revealed, nor according to 
subject matter Its arrangement is according to Allah s plan which shows its strikingly 
unique characteristics. 

The Prophet s secretary, Zaid bui I habit, used to record them exactly as the Prophet 
^ told him. He would read back to the Prophet what he had recorded. 

The Qm’Jtt consists of 114 chapters (sing. Saudi, ph Ntmwf The short opening 
chapter, Sflratul Fatihah (shown on page 32) is followed by the longest chapter of the 
Qur'an , Sflratul Baqarah (The Cow), with 286 verses. The chapters gradually get 
shorter.The shortest chapter is the 108th chapter, SUratuI Kawthar (The Abundance), 
which has just 3 verses.There arc 6236 verses (sing. Ayah, pi. Ay at) altogther. Chapters 
revealed when the Prophet was living in Makkah are known as Makkt (Makkan) and 
those revealed in Madlnah are called Madani (Madman)* 

The Qur'an is also divided into 30 parts ($\ngjuz' t pi. AjzH*) of roughly equal size, 
which is convenient for recitation and memorization. 

Many of the early Muslims memorised the Qur'an immediately after the verses 
were revealed. Some of the famous Huffdz (plural: persons who memorised the 
Qur'an; singular: Hafiz) were: Mu'adh bin Jabal, VbBdah bin Abud Danin’, 

Abu AyyUh al-Au<an and Ubayy bin Ka'b. 
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Shoitly after the death of the Prophet *§* in f>32 CR, 'Umat bin Al-Khaf fab suggested 
to the first Khallfah , Zfofcr, that the (Jur'Utt be compiled into one volume. Up 

until then, the Quran was written down in separate sections, A committee was 
formed under Zaid bin 1Mbit to gather the material of the Qur an into one volume. 

Great care was taken to compile the Qur an exactly as it had been recorded during 
the time of the Prophet After careful checking and rechecking the work was 
completed. During the Khilafah of Umar, the copy was kept with IJqfcah, one of the 
widows of the Prophet 

Later, many schools were established for the teaching of the Qur’an throughout 
the Muslim territories. During Umar’s time,one such school in Damascus had sixteen 
hundred pupils under Abud Darda\ one of the famous fiuffaz 

As the Islamic state expanded, people in various places recited the Qur’an in their 
local dialect and accent.To avoid the possibility of any confusion or misunderstanding, 
the Khallfah , 4 Uthmiln , ordered the preparation of one standard version of the Qur Vlu 
to be written in the dialect and accent of the Quraish. Prophet Muhammad $ was 
from the Quraish tribe. Zaid bin 1Mbit , ‘Abdullah bin az-Znbair, Said bin at-‘A$ and 
‘Abdur Rahman Inn al-HUrith were asked to prepare copies from the copy of Hafiah. 

This far-sighted action by UthmUn made the uniform recitation of the Quran possible, 
lwo original copies from the time of the Khilafah of Uthman still exist today — one in 
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the Iopkapi Museum in Istanbul,Turkey and the other in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.The 
National Library of Karachi, Pakistan lias a photocopy of the Tashkent original. 

The revelation of the Qtir’fin began in 610 CE at the cave Htrfl ' on Mount Nttr in 
Mitkhah The first revealed verses are: 



Iqra hismi rabbikal ladhl khalaq, 

Khalaqai insSna min 'aiaq. 

Iqra ' wa rabbukal akram, 

Alladhl ‘ allama hit qalam. 

'Atlantal ins tin a nullum ya'lant. 

Read in the name of your Lord Who created, 
Created man from something that clings. 
Read, and your Lord is most generous. 
Who taught by the pen, 


Taught man what he did not know.” (%:t-5) 

The Qur’ilti was revealed over 22 years, 5 months and 14 days.The last verse of the 
Quran was revealed shortly before the Prophet's ££ death: 



Al yaivma akmaltu lakum dhtakum, 
wa atmamtu ‘alaikum ni'matl, 
wa radiin lakumul Ultima dlnan. 


“This day I have perfected your religion for you, 
and completed My favour upon you, 
and chosen for you Islam as your way of life” (5:3) 
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Many Arabic words used in the Qur'an are almost impossible to translate into 
other languages, including English, However, with the help oi the Ahadnh and Slmh 
(biography of the Prophet £& and his companions) translations of the Qur'an have 
been produced in many languages. 

Muslim scholars have devoted years of study to explain and interpret the Qto 'fln 
m Arabic and other languages.These explanations and interpretations (Exegesis) are 
called IhjJslr (sing. TafsJr) . I hey help us to understand the Qur\ Ik.Wc seek Allah's help 
to understand His words and act on them. 

Death is an undeniable natural event for all living things. It comes and will come to 
every one of us. We will all die. The Qur\ln says: 

“Everyone shall taste death. ” (3:185; 21:35; 29:57) 

Death brings an end to our temporary life on this earth, ft is an occasion of 
sorrow and grief for the loved ones of the deceased. In Islam, people mourn for the 
dead person by reciting the Qur'an and saying prayers (duty). 

Islam reminds us to remain conscious of the fact that death can arrive at any time. 
Only Allah knows when His servants will die. Death puts an end to our human body 
but it does not destroy our soul The soul is taken away by the angel Malakul 
Mawt (‘Izra’rt or Azmi) to Allah (32:11). 

A person will behave well and follow Allah’s commands if he remains aware of 
death and the life after death. 

In Islam, a dead body is ritually washed before it is buried. It is then covered with 
white sheets and fragrance is spread all over it. A funeral prayer is conducted before 
the burial. This prayer is called §alatulJandzah. 

Akhifdll 

We have already mentioned two of the most important beliefs in Islam: Tmvhld (oneness 
of Allah) and Risalah (prophethood) . Now we will look at the Akhirah (Life after 
death). 

Belief in the Akhirah is vital for all Muslims. Our life on this earth is temporary. It 
is meant to prepare us for the Akhirah , which is never-ending. Life on this earth is 
meaningless if good actions are not rewarded and bad conduct not punished. Why 
attend school if bad behaviour goes unpunished and there’s nothing at the end to 
reward all our efforts? In the same way, life on earth is meaningless if we don’t face 
the consequences of our actioas after death, standing in the majestic Court of Justice 
of Almighty Allah on the Day of Judgement (Yaumiul Akhir or Yawmuddfn). 

To prepare ourselves for this day, we need to follow the Guidance given through the 
prophets. There would have been no need for prophets if there were no life after death. 
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There are people who do not care whether there is a life after death or not. Some 
do not even believe in it at all. f'hesc people will suffer terribly for their disbelief. A 
sensible person cannot possibly say there is no life after death. He can be doubtful 
but he will always be at a loss if his doubt proves untrue 

So. the safe course to follow is to believe in all that the prophets told people to 
believe. Not to rare about Akhimh is a serious failing. We are certain that all human 
beings die, so it is quite reasonable to prepare for that eternal life which, no doubt, 
will follow death. 

Doubts have been expressed by unbelievers about life after death They cannot 
understand how Allah can raise men and women after death. But Allah can make 
human beings out of nothing so why should it be difficult for Him to raise them 
after death? (22:5-7; 36:77-79). 

The Qur'nn says: 

“Does man think that we shall not assemble his bones? Yes. surely, yes, we are able to restore 
the very shape of his fingertips. ” (75:3—4) 

Life on this earth would not be peaceful, rather it would he horrible, if all people 
thought that there would be no life after death. There would be no restraint or 
control on what we do. Belief in theAkhirah has a tremendous influence on the life 
of a Muslim. He knows that AMi is watching all his actions and he will have to 
account for them on the Day of Judgement:. His conduct and behaviour will therefore 
be responsible, controlled and careful. He will always try to do those things which 
Alllh will favour and give up those actions which will incur [ fis punishment 

A Muslim believes that he will be rewarded in the life after death for all his good 
actions. He will live m Heaven, a place of eternal happiness and peace. 

Wrong-doers will be punished on the Day of Judgement and will be sent to He//, 
a place of severe punishment and suffering. 

To prepare for that day and to be rewarded by Allah, the Merciful and the Kind, 
we need to do all that He demands of us and give up all bad habits and wrong 
actions. We can do this if we follow the Guidance given to Muhammad. by Allah. 
This is the safest course tor our success in this world and in the Akhirah. 
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what did you learn? (id) 



Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. What is the Qur'an? 

2. How many parts are there in the Qur'an? 

3. When were the first verses ot the Qur'an revealed? 

4. What does the Qur'an say about death? 

5. What is a Hafiz of the Qur'an? 

6. What is Yawmuddhi, and how should we prepare for it? 

7. Describe how the Qur'an came to be in its present form. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Through whom was the Qur'an revealed to Muhammad ££? 

2. Who suggested the compilation of the Qur'an, and why? 

3. How long did it take for the revelation of the Qiir'il/i to be completed? 

4. Which verse of the Qur’an was revealed first? 

5. “Belief in theAkhirah helps to keep everything in perspective. '* justify this statement in 
relation to your understanding of IslUfm 

6 What is the basic message of the Qur'an and how can it shape our lives in a 
modern world? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. “'Vhe message of the Quran is universal even though it was revealed over 1400 years 
ago. " Justify this statement in the form of a newspaper or magazine article. 

2. “ Enjoy today with no thought for tomorrow. " Explain the disadvantages of this kind 
of outlook, and discuss why belief in the Akhirah puts a check on this attitude to 


life. 


3. “Remembering death helps to keep us from being hypnotised by the glitter of worldly 
things. " What does this sentence mean? Discuss. 




Basic Duties of Islam 


2 


I slam has five basic duties which Muslims must do.They are known as the five 
pillars of Islam (Arkatntl Islam). These pillars are mentioned in the following 
Hadith (a saying of Prophet Muhammad %): 


it * ' } v> S 


jyai S[ si o' ^ j* ^ 

' ' '' ' ' » ^ >• v * ^ -j .v . ' \ ^ 

* ^ W?J t « i>U \il * C [ J t SVwSlII », -0^ \ J 


“Buniyal isfomu ‘ala khamsin: shahadati an in ihlha illallahti wa anna muhammadan 
rasfllullahi, wa iqami$ <alati\ wa tta’iz zakfiti, wal ha[ii t wa fawttti ramadfln. ” 

“Islam is based on five things: declaring that there is no god except Allah and 
that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, the establishment of$al&h, the payment 
of Zakah, the Hajj and $awm in the month of Ramadan!' (al-Bukhari). The illustration 
below shows the five basic duties (not as pillars) with the duty of Ash-Shahadah in the 
Centre . 
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The five pillars which w 

re- call the Five Mask Duties as mentioned 

in the Huduh are: 

Shahadah 

(declaration offaith) 


SaHh 

(five compulsory daily prayers) 


Zakah 

(welfare con trihut ion) 

0 

Hajj 

(pilgrimage to Makkah) 


Sawm 

(fasting during Ramadan) 



iilhichh a . 



A Muslim declares or affirms his faith by reciting: 




Ll i Id ha illalhhu Mnhammadur msfllullah. 


These Arabic words mean: “There is no god except Allah; Muhammad is the messenger 
of Allah.” This declaration is called al-Kalimatut Tuiyilmh It contains the whole of 
Islamic belief There are two parts.The first part (Li Halm illalldh) is about the Oneness 
of Altai? (tdwlihl in Arabic) while the second part (Mulmimadw rasnluiinh) concerns 
the prophethood (Risalah) of Muhammad §*.The four Arabic words of the first part 
are: Li which means no; it iha meaning god; ilia meaning except; and Allah. The 
second part has three words: Muhammad: rasfli meaning messenger; and Allah. 

The first pillar of Islam is Shahddah, which is about belief in Ihwhid and Risalah of 
Muhammad The other four pillars are the main duties in Islam, called ‘Ihad ah. 

I had ah, an Arabic term, includes any activity which is done to gain Allah’s favour. 
Salah, Zakah, Sawm and Hajj are the main forms of worship or ‘Ibadah. It we perform 
them regularly and correctly we come closer to Allah, our Creator and Sustained 
These four basic duties of $alah, Zakah, Sawm and Hajj make up the training 
programme which is required to shape our life around Slmhadah. We already know 
that we belong to Altah and He is our Master. So, in order to behave like the servants 
of our Creator, we must practise Salah, Zakah. Sawm and Haft honestly and faithfully. 
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wmmmmmmmmmmmm Salah wrnammmmmmmmmmmmm 

Salah is the second pillar of [slam. It refers to the five compulsory daily prayers. Salah 
is offered five times a day individually or preferably for men and older boys, in 
congregation. Women and girls may also join in congregation whenever possible. We 
offer s S alah to remember Allah. It brings us closer to Him.The QMr'Jw says: 

“ Indeed . / am Allah: there is no god except Myself; so worship Me and establish Salah to 
remember Me. ” (20:14) 

Salah is the practical proof of our faith in Alteh and Islam. It has been made 
compulsory at certain fixed times, Allah says in the Qur'an: 

“$alah at fixed times has been enjoined on the believers. ” (4:103) 

The five daily prayers are: 


Fajr 

From dawn until just before sunrise 


Zulu 

After midday until afternoon 

ji iaJ\ 

‘Asr 

From late afternoon until just, before sunset 


Maghrib 

After sunset until daylight ends 


Tsha’ 

Night until midnight or dawn 




Timings of the fine daily Salah 
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You should know at this stage how to say $aldh. First, try to understand dearly 
why we need to offer §alfth. We offer $alnh to remember Allah our Creator and to he 
dose to Him and to gain His favour. 

To say your Salnh you must he pure and dean,The Qur'an says: “Indeed Allah loves 
those who turn to Him in rtpcntence ami loves those who purify themselves.'’ (2:222) 
Purification of the body arid clothes is called ‘lakfimh. and cleanliness is called Nazafah, 
They are not the same, hut they are connected to one another. You may be clean 
outwardly and still not be pure — it is especially important to remove all traces of 
urine or excrement from the clothes worn for Salith. 

How can we have cleanliness? We can fully wash the whole body with pure and 
clean water or we can have a part-wash, cleaning only parts ot the body The full 
wash or bath is called Ghusl and the part wash is litotfti’ (ablution). 

Keep in mind that Muslims are not allowed to have a bath or a shower in the nude 
in the presence of others. 



Prophet Muhammad Ufa said: '* Indeed , on the Day of Resurrection, my followers will be 
called ‘abChurrut Muhajjalfln 'from the traces of W udrS, so whoever can increase the area of 
his radiance should do so (i.e. by performing ablution regularly). " (ab Bukhari) 

Before we can begin to say $alnh, we must first prepare ourselves.This preparation 
includes making sure we are dean.We do this by carrying out Wudfl', 

WudU ' is essential for performing $alflh. We must not say Satih without first making 
Winin’. Allah says in the Qur'an: 

“O yen who believe, when you prepare jor Sal fill, wash your faces and your hands to the 
elbows; wipe over your heads 4nd wash your feet up to the ankles.(5:6) 

I his verse refers to the compulsory (Fard) parts of H h^fi’.The additional actions 
performed by Prophet Muhammad ?£ are recommended (Sunnah), and are mentioned 
in the books o t Ahadnh. 

The steps to take are: 

1 Make Niyyah (intention) saying the Tasmiyah (Basmalah or BismiMi): 



Bijmillahir rahmduir rahlm 

In the name of Allnh, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
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2 Then wash both hands up to the 
wrists three times making sure that 
water lias reached between the fingers. 



4 Sniff water into the nostrils three 
times to clean them and then wash the 
of the nose 


6 Wash the right arm, and then left 
arm, thoroughly from hand to elbow 
three times. 



3 Put a handful of water into the 
mouth and rinse it thoroughly three 
times. 



Wash the face three times from 
right ear to left ear and from forehead 
to throat. 



Move the wet palms of both hands 
over the head, starting from the top of 
the forehead to the neck. 
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|ji Rub the wet fingers into the 
grooves and holes of both ears and also 
pass the wet thumbs behind the ears. 



m Pass the backs of the wet hands 
over the nape. 


LO Wash both feet to the ankles starting from the right foot and making sure 
that water has reached between the toes and all other parts of the feet. 



At the end of all t he steps, recite: 


If you made a full Winin' before 
putting on your socks, it is not necessary 
to take them off every time you repeat 
your liudn'; it is enough to wipe the 
upper part of the socks with wet fingers. 
Leather socks are better for this,but any 
durable, untorn thick socks will also do. 
This type of wiping ls valid for twenty- 
four hours only (three days in the case 
of a journey). 


^ j <011 aIM ^ jl 



Ash-kudu allfi iltihn illallshu wahdahu in -shartka lalm 
wa a$h-harfn anna Muhammadan ‘ahdulm wa rasfiluh. 

1 testify that there is no god but AUrrh and He is One and has no partner 
and 1 testify that Muhammad is His servant and messenger. 
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Yon should repeat your Wild O’ after: 

1 Natural discharges (e.g urine, faeces, passing wind and the like). 

Flow of blood or pus from any part of the body. 

F : ull mouth vomiting. 

Falling asleep or losing consciousness. 

Touching the sexual organs, 

w' i ' 

Tayamtmmi (Dry Ablution) 

You can perform your Sal ill i with layamnwm (4:43) when: 

1 water is not available at all, 

2 the water available is insufficient (e.g. available water is enough for 
drinking only), or 

3 use of water is harmful (e.g. in sickness) 

For layammum you are required to: 

1 (a) Make Niyyah by saying: ito«iiV/iT/iir mlwtfmr rahlm, then (b) place both your 
hands lightly on earth, sand, stone or any other object having dust on it. 

2 Blow the dust off your hands and wipe your face with the hands once the same 
way as you do in Winin', 

3 Repeat 1 (b) and wipe the right arm from wrist to elbow vvith the left hand and 
the left arm with the right hand. 


- 


Adhan (call to Prayer) 1 


Prophet Muhammad by bis practice and sayings, showed that Muslim men and 
older boys should offer their compulsory (FarJ) $afah in congregation in a mosque 
(Masjid). Women and girls may offer their Sal ill i in a mosque if they wish. All other 
$altih can be offered privately at home. 

To call Muslims to £d/<7/j. Prophet Muhammad introduced the Adhflti to signal 
that the time of $alilh has arrived The person who calls the AdhSti is called the 
Mu'adhdhiti (Caller). While doing so he faces the Qihlah (the direction towards the 
Kaihih in Makkali). He raises his hands up to his ears and calls out: 


id 


Allilhu akhar 
Allah is the Greatest 
s 


\%\ 


-Gil 


id 


Allilhu akhar 
Allnh is the Greatest 


Ash-hadu alia ilaha illalldh 
1 testify that there is no 
god except Allah 


Allilhu akhar Allahu akhar 

Allah is the Greatest Allah is the Greatest 

Ash-hadu alia ilaha illalhlh 
[ testify that there is no 
god except Allnh 


44 




Ash-hadu <nina Muhammadar rasUhdlah 
l testify that Muhammad 
is Alllhs messenger 

v > _v ^ 

Haiyd 'alas salah 
Rush to Salih 

r 1 ^ 

" / /aiya 'alal falah 
Rush to success 


Ui 


dto/m Mar 
Alllh is the Greatest 


/ls/i hadu i vma Muhammadar rasillullah 
I testify that Muhammad 
is Allah’s messenger 

\ X* 5 ' s/~ 

Haiya 'alas salah 
Rush to $allh 

' Haiya ‘alal fafoh 
Rush to success 

^=>1 it 

AI Him akbar 
Allah is the Greatest 


'sli i}i ^ 


La iMa Hhllah 

There is no god except Allah 

During the Adhan for Lair Salah the following words are added after Haiya 1 alal fahlh: 
* ^ * * <*> a * $ ^ 

^ y*>- i 1 ^4 j^\ ^y> yJ>* ijX*d\ 

As-saidtu khairum mi nan nawnt As-$alatn khairum minan mum 

$allh is better than sleep Salih is better than sleep 


*« Iqamah 


Iqamah is the second call to $alfih said inside the mosque at the beginning of Salah in 
congregation (jama Ah). When the mu$allis (persons saying $alnh) stand in rows, the 
Mu’adhdhin says Iqamah which is the same as the Adhan except that after Haiya 'alal 
jdlali , the following words are added: 

SjLtad 1 C-v* \s Ss & jlXvoJ 1 \3 

Qad qamatis salah Qad qUmatis salah 

ballh has begun $allh has begun 

UsuaUy, the Iqamah is said in a lower voice than the Adhan. 
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Fard (Compulsory) Salah 

A Muslim must pray five times a day.The,compulsory prayers are called Fard in Arabic. 
Each unit of prayer is called a rak‘ah ■ Fard rak'ahs are: 


Fajr 2 rak'ahs 

Zuhr 4 rak'ahs 

"Asr 4 rak'ahs 

Maghrib . 3 rak'ahs 

‘Ishr 4 rak'ahs 

17 rak'ahs 

Juniu 4 ah . 2 rak'ahs (in place of Zuhr on Friday) 


Sunnah Sal3h 

Prophet Muhammad & prayed extra rak'ahs in addition to Fard prayers.These prayers 
are called Sunnah. Prophet Muhammad ££ always prayed two rak'ahs before the Fard 
of Fajr and three rak'ahs after the Fard of 'Islid' even on a journey The three rak'ahs 
after 7</iJ’are called Witr (odd number). Muslims also pray additional rak'ahs other 
than Fard and Sunnah. These are called Xaft I ah (optional). 



Fajr 

Zuhr 

‘Asr 

Maghrib 

‘Isha’ 

2 Sunnah 

4 Sunnah 

4 Sunnah* 


4 Sunnah* 

2 Fard 

4 Fard 

2 Sunnali 

2 Natl 

4 Fard 

3 Fard 

2 Sunnah 

2 Natl 

4 Fard 

2 Sunnah 

2 Naf] 

3 Witr 

2 Nall 

4 

12 

8 

7 

17 

(* these before 'Aft and 

'/step are Chair Mu’iikkadah, not done regularly only occasionally.) 
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In addition to the five daily there are tor other occasions, e.g. 
juwu'ah every Friday, §dl<ltui 'Liu! Hfr , $al8tul ‘IdulAdlul and Salfltut larfiwfh in the 


month of Ramddfln. The 

number of rak'ahs in 

these $atlih are: 


Jumu‘ah 

Idul Fitr 

Mdul Ad ha 

Tar3wfh 

4Sunnah 



20 Sunnah 

2 Fard 

2 WSjib 

2 Wajib 


4 Sunnah 




2 Sunnah 




2 Natl 




14 

2 

2 

20 


Whjib is a term used in Hanaflfnjh for something compulsory to a degree less than 
\ hose who follow HamifJfujh consider §aliVul JmUzah, $dliUul idul Ftfr % fyliitul 
IdutAdhil and Witr Saioh as Hr7;rfj. 

TariUvlh is offered after the two Summit rak ‘ahs of 'tshfr' but before the three of Witr. 
Between ‘Ishfl’ and Ftf/r,a prayer called r Idha(iml was regularly ottered by the Prophet 
It was obligato^ for the Prophet Devout Muslims try to follow the practice. Only 
those who wish to taste the sweetness of being closer to Allah can appreciate the benefits 
of the lahqjtui prayer. 

Times when you must not pray: 

1 From the beginning of sunrise until 15 -20 minutes after full sunrise. 

2 When the sun is at its height (zenith or meridian). 

3 From the beginning of sunset until it is fully set. 

4 For women during menstruation, and tor up to 40 days during post-childbirth 
bleeding. 
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mmhhmw HOW to perform Salah 

At this stage you should be ready to start saying your $alah. Make sure you have 
lVwia\ a clean body, dean clothes and a clean place This is how you should do your 
$atah: 

Igfl Stand upright in a clean place (like a prayer mat) facing the direction of the 
RVMi.This is called Qiyflm and the direction is called the Qiblah in Arabic In the 
UK the Qiblah is towards the south-east. In other countries the direction will be 
different. You will have to find out its direction before doing your $alah. 

2 Say your Niyyah (intention) either verbally or in your mind. Siyyah is said with 
the words: 



Fajr* 

two* Vartl* £nhr 

“I intend to say three Siwtwh rak*ahs of $al<Uui 'A<r for Allah firing the K,i'hah." 
four Maghrib 

(*cay die one which is relevant) hhcl’ 

Raise your hands up to your ears (women and girls up to their shoulders) and 



Altolm Ah bar 
Allah is the Greatest 



This is called lakbfratul Hiram, meaning that all wordly things are now forbidden to you. 



% 

X 


t 

. 

, 

l 


j 


| 


5$ 


1 
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ip Place your right hand on your left hand just below the navd or on the chest 
(women and girls put their hands on their chest) and recite Thanj 1 : 

S } S S-* / V } m s y y- 'y y m x > f\ ? * * '" «* */ 

iJ 1 jJ j U ^ ^ 'Vjil i 


'Jjj-blV'j 


Suf;//Jnuh(i//j/unmna uw hil(anidika> 
wa tabBrakasmukti, 
wa ta'ald jadduka, 
wa Id Mia ghairuk. 

(or you may read ghairuka) 


O Allah, glory and praise are for You, 
and blessed is Your name, 
and exalted is Your Majesty; 
there is no god but You. 


> * f 

t ' 


A'ndhu hi Haiti minash shaitdnir rajfm 
l seek refuge in Allah from the cursed Satan (Skaifin). 



Bisitiil/ilhir rnlmdmr whim 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

5 R ecite the rest of Sflratul Fmiliah (the opening chapter) of the Qur’Sn: 

s ^ » r **’ ^ 4 -f 

<-> J 4^ t 

^ j * -j ^ 

,j5( 





uy 1 ^\s> I_j-tti 1 
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Alhnwdn JjJ/aM nthbil 'nlainJit. 

Armhmfltiir whim. 

Mdliki ymiwnrf dh\, 
lyySka na'biniu wa iyySka tmsUi ‘In. 

Ihdnm firdial mustaqlm . 
fadhTtid <in ‘<witd ‘ dlaihim , 
ghtiirW nuighdtlbi 'aldihiui m M ddUfti. 


Then say, quietly or loudly: 


All praise is for Allah, the Lord of the 
Universe. 

The Most Merciful, the Most Rind. 
Master of the Day of Judgement. 
You alone we worship, from You 
alone we seek help. 

Guide us along the straight path. 
The path of those whom You have 
favoured, not of those who earned 
Your anger nor of those who went 
astray (or who are misguided). 

\ 


a? 

Amfti 

(O Allah accept our Prayer) 
The recitation of al-Fniiluih is a must in all prayers. 



Recite any other Sflrdh or some verses from the Qur'iln. For example: 





Rimillnhir rahtuZnir raklm 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 


* \ 


^ J3 

> * < >1* 

4J&\ 


Mf ^ \ * * > • * 


Qu/ ahad, 

Altihuf $amad. 

Ljjtti yalid wahun yfllad. 
Wdlam ycifenf Mm fefi/mifln ahad. 


Say, He is Allah, the One. 

Allah is Eternal and Absolute. 
None is born of Him nor is He born. 
And there is none like Him. 
(SQnUul Ikhlfy 11 2) 
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H Bow down saying Allfllm Akbar, then place vour hands on your knees and say 
three times: 

jUsl— 

Subhflna rabbiyal ‘azUn 
Glory to my l ord, the Great 


I bis position is called Rukci 1 
Stand up from Ruhn ‘ saying; 

^ M cr. 

Srffm' tilldim liftiiW Ijamutah 

Allnh hears those who praise Him 

followed by; 

RdhbanS lakal hamd 
Our Lord, praise be to You 

This is called 1‘tidfil as you return to the position of' Qiydni (standing). 













Prostrate saying Alldhu akbar , with 
your forehead, nose, palms of both 
hands, your knees and your toes 
touching the floor. Recite three times: 

' ij.j 

Subhdna rabbiyal aid 
Glory to my Lord, the Highest 

This position is called Sujnd. Your 
arms should not touch the floor. 

Get up from the floor saying Allah it 
(Mar and sit upright with your knees 
bent and palms placed on them. After a 
moments rest* prostrate again saying 
Alldhu akbar and recite Subhdna rabbi yal 
aid three times. Get up from this 
position saying Alldhu akbar. 




#4 4 

\Jfjh J'A*' 


RMighJir ll umrhamni wahdittl m'dfitif uwzuqnl 
My Lord forgive me, have mercy' upon me. guide me, give me health and grant me sustenance. 
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* 


ITiis completes one rak'ah of Salah. The second rak'ah is performed in the same way. 
except you do not recite Subhttnaka, Wamwdh (A'fldlm billahi ...) or Jasmiyah (Bismillah ...), 
then alter the second prostration you sit upright ami rente quietly at-lashahhud: 

Q1 tjJdp Ij entail \j 

. -oil i'Cp UlP ^Vwil . ‘CVj,j -oil 


.'d; 


9 > ^ 


/IfWri/u'yyJm /i//«7/h 
uuv ;<!/dutffu wat laiyibat. 
As-saldttui ‘alaika aiyuhtw nabiyyu 
wa raljniatullahi wa barakatuh. 
As-salamu ‘alahul 
wa ‘ala ‘ibadillfihif sfllifiln. 
Ash-hadti alia Halm illallalw 
wa ash-hadu ama Muhammadan 
‘abduhu wa rasdluh. 




All compliments are for Allah, 
and prayers and goodness. 

Peace he upon you, O Prophet, 
and the Mercy of Allah and His blessings. 
Peace be upon us 

and on the righteous servants of Allah. 
I testify- that there is no god except Allah 
and 1 testify that Muhammad 
is His servant and messenger. 

{al- Bukhari, Muslim) 


If the $alafi has three rak'ahs (Maghrib) or four rak'ah* (Zulu , f A$r and stand 

up for the remaining rak‘ah after Tashahhud, But for a two -rak‘ah §alah remain seated 
after rhe second rak'ah and recite af-$aiah 'alati mbiyy (blessings for the Prophet) or 
Darttd (a Persian word); 


\ x»j>^ ji 

S 1 <jr 


$ . 


isccr 


- > 


Allahnmma 
salii ( ala Muhammadiw 
wa ‘ala ali Muhammadin, 
kamn $ album \da Ibrahlma 
wa ‘aid ali Ibrahlma, 
innaka hamldum majld, 

A llahtimma barik 'ala Muhamtmdiw 
wa ‘ahl ah Muhammadin, 
kama barakta 'ala IbrahJnm 
wa ‘ala ali Ibrahium, 
innaka hamldum majld. 


O Allah, 

let Your blessings come on Muhammad 
and the family of Muhammad 
as You blessed Ibrahim 
and the family of Ibrahim. 

Tady You are Praiseworthy and Glorious, 
O Allah, bless Muhammad 
and the family of Muhammad 
as You blessed Ibrahim 
and the family of Ibrahim. 

Truly You are Praiseworthy and Glorious. 
(Aius/mi) 
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After this say any of the following dw'ai (supplications): 


jxpli Cj' yi*i 'ij ijT^ 1 

s* ^ * f ^ t y im y ^ ^ 4 

• f4f^' 4*^ V 4 *-* Ci 


, 4fJdl/rmmid iwtf zaJamtu ihifsl ?i tbniln hithWn 
wa /iT y^/f/imrf/f d/nwfl/w i7/<7 <w/<? 
^/t/ir /r mdg/{/ira/fJH wm ‘indika 
warljamnf 

ittnaka antal glia/nrur rahlm . 


O Allah, 1 have been very unjust to myself 
and no one grants panion for sins but You, 
so forgive me with Your forgiveness 
and have mercy on me. 

Surely You an* the Forgiver, (lie Merciful. 
(dMhf/Jtfrl, Muslim) 




• h— ,L — j . ) p cr’j s^i-a51 t_j j 

j ^ *} r y y y ^ >• m „»* ** *" 


Rabbifabif muqfmas salilti 
wa min dfwrriyyatl, 
rabbanfi wa taqahbal du\l\ 
Rabbanaghfir ll wa liwillidaiya 
u><* lilmu’fhiulna yatemu ya</flmu/ (wflfi. 

■" , J ~ T , A 1 4 



My Lord, make me steadfast in $al3h 
and also my dcscendents; 
our Lord, and accept my prayer. 
Our Lord, forgive me and my parents 


and die believers on die l )ay of judgement. 
(Sarah Ibrahim 14:40-41) 
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« Now turn your face to the right saying: 



Avi'rt/tfum 'alaikwn tea rahmaliillilh 
peace and the mercy of Allnh he upon you 

and then to the left repeating the words. 

This completes the two -rak'ah $alnh. In the four-wfcVi/i Salnh of Zulu, ‘A$r and 
1 1 slid', the whole procedure is repeated except that when you get up to complete the 
remaining two rak‘ahs (one rah‘ah in Maghrib and Witr) after Tashahhud , you only 
recite al-Fdtihah in Fard prayers and no other SQrah. In a four-rah‘ah Sunnah $a/nh 
you should recite another Sarah or some verses of the Qur'an after al-f 'dtihah . 

In the first two rak'ahs of the Fard prayer of Fair, Maghrib and 7 s/m 1 the Qur'an is 
recited aloud while in Zu/irand Vljr it is recited silently. In all prayers, lashlh (Sublulna 
rabhiyal 'azfnt and Sublulna rahbiyal a‘ld}, Tashahhud and Dariid are said quietly When 
the Fajr, Maghrib and 'him’ prayers are said in congregation, onlv thq, jjnflm (one who 
leads the prayer) recites the Qurfln aloud.This also applies to \ JumiFah prayer 

(Friday prayer in place of /.nhr). 



It is good practice to ask for forgiveness and mercy from Allah at the end of your 


$al(lh .You can make du'd* in your own 
words and in your own language but it 
is bettei tor vou to memorise some 
du in Arabic. 




Rabbatid Mind jiddunya hasanah , 
uwfil dhhirati hasanah, 
wa qith 7 'adhahantulr. 

Our Lord, grant us good in this world, 
and good in the Hereafter, 
and save us from the punishment of 
Hellfire, (SUratuI Baqarah 2:201) 
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» ^jpJj^^i. 1 . ■^*" ^ j^Jp j|J ^ ..*>3 L«. % < *i.3- J ' ^L--«J ^S 


RabhanH zalamnit anfusanfi 
wa illam taghJirlaiHl 
wa tarlimud 

tanakfltwwa mi mil IthUsirln. 


Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves 
and if You do not forgive us 
and have no mercy upon us, 
surely we will be among the losers, 
(Snratul A'tif 7:23) 


\j jSAlil fi 'a j>SQl ^AJl 



Allflhtintttta antas salfltmt 
wa min bus <a(3mu 
tahitmlHi i 

yitdhal jaltlli wa! ikrdm. 


O Allah, Yon are the source of peace 
and from You comes peace, 
exalted You arc, 

O Lord of Majesty and Honour. 
(Muslim) 


y>J JlUU 

u % t oiapl u ~u V dji ‘ ^ ^ j^, 

. jlX\ ijJL* jojl IS *jd>_ S*> < .jJo 


Ll ilil/m ilia!Ini m 
walMiu Is sltartka lah, 
lahnl tmtlku wa I nlin I ham du 
wa huwa 'alii kulli sliai'in qadft 
Alhlhumma lil wflw‘a 
limn a 4 [ait, 

wa In mtt'fiya limit matta 4 t, 
wa Id yanfaUt dhaljaddi witihal jadd. 


There is no god except Allah 
and He is One and has no partner, 
sovereignty is His, all praise is His 
and He has power over all things. 

O Allah, none can stop You giving 
what You want to give, 
nor give what You do not want given, 
and none with means can do anything 
with their means against You. 
(al-Bukhm and Muslim) 


Salatui vvitr jj \ 


The Witr (odd number) prayer has three mk'ahs.Tlw first two rak'ahs are said like the 
first two rak ( ahs of the Maghrib prayer. Then, after Tashahhud in the second rak'ah, 
stand up saying AIMiu akhar for the third rak'ah. Recite SUratul livihah and some 
other verses from the Qur\ln but before going to RjukU* raise your hands up to the 
ears saying Allnlm akhar and recite the following duW after placing your hands below 
your navel or on the chest,This du , H > is called al-Qunfit: 
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wa qini sham md qa<fait , 
fa'innaka taqdl wa Id yitqda ' alaik , 
nmahn la yadhilht man wdlait, 
tabsmkta rabhand wa ta'dhit. 


and protect me from 
the evil Yon have decreed, 
tor verily You decree 
and none can decree over You, 
indeed to he whom You show 
allegiance is never abased, 

O Our Lord blessed and Exalted are You. 
(Aim Ddwfld, at- Tirmidhi llw Mdjah) 


mt*. SajdatUS Sahw (prostration of forgetfulness) 

Since we are human beings, we are not above mistakes and errors. Ii we forget to do 
something in our $aldh, we can make up for it by making two extra sujnd (prostrations) 
as we do in any rnk ah of Sola'll. I his ts called Sajdatus Sahw .This is done at the end of 
the last rah' oh of §aldh. What you have to do is; 

1 Say Tashahhud (but not Darftd), then turn your face to the right and say Assaldmu 
* alaikum wa ralmatulldh ; 

2 Turn your face to the front, make two extra sujfld (with Ihsbfh ~ Snbhdna rahbiyal 
aid); 

3 I'hen recite Tashahhud again with Dor fid and du ‘a’\ 

4 Then turn your face, first to the right and then to the left, saying Ass aid mu 
‘alaikum wa rahmatulldh. 

A slightly different sequence is followed by non Han at? Muslims: at the end of the 
last rnk‘alt you say lashahhud and Darfld. Then turn your face to the right and say 
Assaldmu ‘alaikum wa rahmatulldh, Turn your face to the front, make two extra suj&d 
(with lashlh Sublidna rahbiyal aid ), Then turn your face, first to the right and then to 
the left, saying Assaldmu ‘alaikum wa rahmatulldlu 
Sajdatus Sahw is necessary if you forget to do any essentials of §aldh, for example, 
the recitation of parts of the Qur'an after al- Fdtihah, forgetting to say the first Tashahhud 
in a tou r-rak ( ah $aldh, or saying sal dm after two rak*ahs in a four-nik'ah $aldh. 

Your Saltih will not be valid if you do any of the following: 


1 Miss out Niyyah (intention). 

2 Miss out Takbfratnl llirdm. 

3 Forget to recite al-Tati hah. 

4 Forget or do not make rukfl ‘ 
or sujud. 


5 Do not face the Qibldi. 

6 Do not have Winin'. 

7 Talk during 

8 Eat or drink during $aldh. 

9 Do not sit for Tashahhud. 


Under these circumstances, you must repeat your Sat ah. Sajdatus Sahw will not be 
enough. 
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j?yj 2 j "— ‘j —' u s f # 1 

‘:£’fi> s ^ % ij 6j&_•y£*h&’ 

yyyy *x 4 j>xjj ^*^0 ciii ^ ^01 _p^lSl 


* j\j£nJI) jjl cjl-lljOP JLj^j 


Allshimnna inns nastatouka 
wa nastaghfuuka 

m nu’minu hika wa natawakkalu ‘ahxika 
wa nutlmf'alaikal khaira 
wa nashkuruka wa Is nakfuruka 
wa ttakltla ‘u wa natruku 
man yafjuruk . 

Allslnwmia iyyska tta'budti 
wa laka mmlll wa nasjudu 
wa ilaika nas'ti wa nahjidu 
wa tiaijti mhmat aka 
wa nakkshs. WWwk 
Inna ‘adlulhaka hil ktifffiri mnlliiq. 


O Allah, we seek Your help 
and ask Your forgiveness 
and we believe in You and trust in You, 
and we praise You in the best way 
and we thank You and we arc not ungrateful 
and we cast off and forsake 
him who disobeys You. 

O Allah,You alone we worship 
and to You we pray and we prostrate, 
and to You wc turn in haste, 
and hope for Your mercy 
and we fear Your punishment. 
Your punishment overtakes tire 
unbelievers, (al-tiiihoqt) 


Then say Allshu akbar and bow down in Rukfr and complete the rest of the prayer 
like the Maghrib prayer. 

The above dn'il 1 is used by Muslims who follow HatiajJfiqh. Another duW used by 
Muslims following other fiqh or madhhab is: 


J-*- t d-o /j-a— 3 

. CUJljUJ 4 w-i\j y 6 ^ 


Alhiluwimahdinfflman kadait, 

wa VT/inr fiman ‘Sfait , 
wa tawalLwJJbnmi tawallait, 

wa bank IrftmS a ( fait, 


O Allah, guide me 
with those You have guided, 
pardon me with those You have pardoned, 
be an ally to me 

with those whom You are an ally to, 
bless me for what You have bestowed. 



Qada' bU$l: making up for missed Salah 


We must always try to offer $alflh at the right time and make every effort not to mm 
our $ahlh. If you miss your $aLlh, you must do it at the first opportunity. Performing 
a missed Salilh after its proper time is called Q«jr/*7 \ 


Salatul lumu'ah (Friday praverl adlkil 




frililtul Jumu'ah or Friday Prayer (not Jumma or Junta, as some Muslims incorrectly 
say) is offered in congregation. All adult Muslim men must take part. It is offered on 
Friday during Zuhr time. It is not a must tor women, but they can join this prayer it it 
does not upset their household duties. 

People assemble for this Salilh immediately after noon. Upon arrival at the mosque 
or the prayer hall, they offer four or more rak'ahs Stimuli prayer and then the /mJw 
(prayer leader) delivers a Khuthah (sermon) After the Khuthah , the Imdm leads two 
rdk ‘alts Fard prayer. Atter the Fard prayer, six or more rak V?/:< of Sutwah and Sail 
prayers are offered individually by each person 

Muslims are a community. iLliui Jturn‘ah is a community prayer. Every week, on 
Friday, Muslims living in an area get together to offer this prayer.This day is likened 
to a weekly 7 "d (festival) for Muslims, 

Mosques were the centre of all Islamic activity during our Prophets time, but 
this is not so nowadays. 

Friday prayer is an occasion for the assembly of Muslims in any given area. It gives 
them an opportunity to meet, discuss and solve their community problems. It develops 
unity, cooperation, cohesion and understanding. 

In an Islamic state, the Head of State 01 his representative or the local leader is 
supposed to lead the five daily prayers and the Friday prayer at the central mosque of 
the capital city or the central mosque of the locality. Prophet Muhammad the first 
head of the Islamic state in Madhiah, used to lead all the prayers in al-Masjuhm Nabmrf. 

I low nice it would be to live in a country where the Head of State or his representative 
or the local leader leads the prayer in the central mosque of the capital city or of the area! 
May Allah help us to revive this practice in all Muslim countries. Amftt! 



We have already briefly mentioned death and SaivulJanfizah. We shall all die. When 
a Muslim dies, the body is given a simple ritual wash and then a funeral prayer called 
SalatulJanflzah is offered in congregation.This §a!ah s unlike other $atfth, has neither 
any mkfi* (bowing) nor any sujfld (prostration) and you don't have to recite 7 ashahhud. 

It is a collective duty (Fardu Kifiyah) on all the Muslims of the locality of the dead 
person. It a number of them join in, the duty is discharged on behalf of all, If no one 
joins in everyone of the locality will be considered sinful before Allah This is how 
the prayer is offered: 
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1 Make Niyyah (intention) that you are saying tins prayer to Allah for the dead person. 

2 Stand in rows facing the Qiblah.Yhc coffin is placed in front of the congregation 
on a bier. 

3 Say Allah i akbar after the Inulm (this is Takhfratul limit n; there arc three more 
takbtrat after tins), raising your hands up to your ears.Then lower them, placing them 
on or below your chest, putting the right hand on the left, and recite the following: 



Suhhilmkallnh u mm a wa biham <1 ihi 
wa talhlrakasmuka 
wa ta \llil iadduhi 
uw jalla thanft’uka 
wa la ilaha ghairuk 


0 Allah, glory and praise are for You, 
and blessed is Your Name, 
and exalted is Your Majesty, 
and Glorious is Your Praise 
and there is no god hut You. 


for you may read ghairuka). 

(Some Muslims not following Hanafl Jlqh recite §Hratul Rltihah instead of the above) 

4 Now the Imam will say Allahu akbar loudly: you follow him repeating the words 
quietly.There is no need to raise your hands up to your ears this time.Then, recite Datild. 


5 After this, the third takbtr will be said loudly bv the Imam and those in the 


congregation will repeat it quietlyThen, if the dead person is an adult male Muslim, 
recite the following du‘a': 



A Mutt n magli ft r l ihaiyinU 


O Allah, forgive those of us who are alive 


wa shahidinU wa glhl'ibitnl 
wa $agltlrina wa kablrind 
wa dhakarinft wa unthlina. 


Attihumma 
man ahyaitahu minnfl 
fa’ahyihi f aJal islami 


wa maiyitittH 


and those who have passed away, 
those present and those absent, 
and our young and elderly, 
the males and the females. 

O Allah, 


wa man tawqffaitahu minnit 


fatawaffahn 'alal Inula. 


he whom You keep alive horn among us. 
make him live according to Islam, 
and he whom You wish to die from 
among us, 

let him die in the state ot Imfin (faith). 
(at-Tinnidhf, Abn DawQd) 
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If the dead person is an adult female Muslim, then the second part ot this du'S' is 
replaced by: 

& 1 j - 4 


Alldhumma 
man ahyaitahfi minus 
fa 'ahyih<1 l alal islflmt, 
wa man tawaffaitahs mimifi 


O Allah, 

she whom You keep alive from among us, 
make her live according to Islam, 
and she whom You wish to die from 


fatawaffahd ‘ainl Tntiiii. 

If the deceased is a boy, then recite the following: 


among us, 

let her die in the state of rmffw. 


£ * * • £ * 






Alldhimnnaj'alhu land farafan 
waj *alhit land ajran wa dhukhraii 
waj'allnt land shfifi‘an 
wa mushaffa'd. 


C) Allah, make him our forerunner 
and make him lor us a reward and a treasure 
and make him one who will plead for us 
and accept his pleading. 


If the deceased is a girl, then recite the following: 

\J ill li J^\ 




Allshummaj ‘alhd land Jam fan 
waj ‘alhd land ajran wa dhukhran 
waj ‘allid land shfiji ‘atan 
wa mushqffa*ah. 


O Allah, make her our forerunner 
and make her for as a reward and a treasure 
and make her one who wall plead for us 
and accept her pleading. 


6 After reciting whichever dtt‘4’ is appropriate for the dead person, the hmlm says 
the fourth takblr loudly and those in the congregation repeat it quietly 

7 Then the Innlm turns his face first to the right saying Assallntti ‘alaikum wa 
rahmatullilh, and then to the left repeating the same words. Follow the Innlm, repeating 
the words quietly 

Fins completes $aldtul JanSzah. 
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mmammKmmmmm What did you Ic 3 m? (2a) wm&mrnammmm 

Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. Name the five basic duties oflslSm and explain why they are so important in the 
life of a Muslim. 

2. Write out the declaration of faith, 

3. Name the five daily prayers, and explain the reason behind their spacing? 

4. What does hard mean? Add up how many hard rak'aks there are in the five daily 
prayers? 

5 What is ’Jahdrah? 

6. What are the times in which we should not pray? 

7. Write the meanings of: 

a. Qibldh b. Qiyftm c. Rukti* d . Snjnd 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. “Islam is based on five things:... ” Read the Hadlth stated on page 40 about the five 
pillars of Islam, and explain how they are intended to transform a Muslims life. 
2 If performing regular §afoh does not affect our lives, there must be something 
wrong in our awareness of Allah. Why? Explain in detail. 

Key Stage 5 (17—18) 

I. “Our $al(lh is the first thing we will be asked about when we die and stand before Allah ” 
Explain the significance of this statement in relation to the benefits of $alah. 

2 Making Niyyah (intention) is vital at the start of §alith. Why is a Siyyoh so 
important in every action of a Muslim? 



62 


what did you learn? (2b) 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. Write (lie names of the five daily prayers with their timings. 

2. What should you recite after you finish your lYudfl ? Write its meaning in English. 

3. When does Wild ft ' need to be done again? 

4. Why is Tdhtimh important in the life of a Muslim? 

5. What is TiiyaHumnn, and why would a Muslim do this' 

6. Write the meaning of: 

a. Bismilhlhir rahtmlttir raltUu. 

b. A ‘fldlm hi 11 din minash shaifJnir rajltn. 

wli.it did you leam? (2c) 

Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. What is the meaning of Tasblh w hich is recited in Rttkfl ? 

2. What do we recite in Sujnd? 

3. What is Sajdatus Saltw? (Jive two examples of instances when Sajdatus Sahw 
could be done. 

4. (live four examples of things which invalidate your ^aldh. 

3. What is the importance of $aldtulJumu'ah? 

6r When are you not allowed to say your §al8h? 

7. What is Saldtul fanftzah? When would you be guilty if you did not join it 5 
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■■■i Eleven surahs of the Qur'an mmm 
o9' Cf. r-^ 


1 Suratul Fatihah (1) 


i . > 




/y^jL 

*jL ^\t UjJb] 

/jJ, Wai 1 jj jv^f > 1 ^~P t 


^ii‘" 


aj^ 


i. id t -W«f> 


Bismilhlhir ralimilnir rahlm. 

Alluwnlii lilllhi rabbiI 'Jhwiln. 

Arrahmdnir rahlm. 

Mflliki yawmid dfn. 
lyyilka tia'budit wa iyyska nasta'In. 

Ihdinas firtital mustaqlm. 

Sirdtal ladhlna an ‘am fa 'alaihim, ghairil tmghtfnbi ‘alaihun ira lad djllui. 


In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

All praise is for Allah, the Lord of the Universe. 

The Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

Master of the Day of Judgement. 

You alone we worship, from You alone we seek help. 

Guide us along the straight path. 

The path of those whom You have favoured, not of those who earned Your anger 
nor of those who went astray (or who are misguided). 
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2 Sfiratun NSs (114) 



Bismilluhir mhm3nir mhim. 
Qul a'ndhu birabbin nils, 
Matikin nds f 
Hah ill na$ t 


Alin sharril waswJsil klumnns, 

Aliadlu yuwaswisuft $udtirin nils, 

Mina! jimati wan nils. 

In the name of Alhh, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
Say, 1 seek refuge in the Lord of mankind, 
the King of mankind, 
the God of mankind, 


from the mischief of the sneaking whisperer (who whispers secretly), 
who whispers into the hearts of mankind, 
from anionr linn and mankind 

3 Si 



Bismitlahir mlmfitiir ralilm. 

Qui a ‘ildhu birqbbil falaq, 

Min sharri m3 khalaq . 

Wa min sharri ghfisiqin idhu waqab , 

Wa min sharrin naffhthati fit ‘uqad, 

Wa thin sham hdsidiu idli3 hasad . 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

Say, I seek refuge in the Lord of the Daybreak, 
from the evil of what He has created, 
and from the evil ol the darkness when it is intense, 
and from the evil of those who blow on knots (practise witchcraft), 
and from the evil of the envier when he envies. 
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4 Sfiratui Ikhlas (112) 




Bismiilahir rahmUnir mhlm . 

Qui huwallfthti ahad. 

A llilhm samad. 
lam yalid wa him yfllad. 

Wa lam yakul lahQ kufuwan ahad 
In the name of Allnh, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

Say, He is Allah, the One, 

Allah is Eternal and Absolute (lives forever and is above ail needs). 
None is born of Him nor is He born. 


And there is none like Hun. 



5 Sflratul Lahab (111) 



Bismilldhir rahmclmr mhlm. 


Tahhat yadn ah! lahahin watahk 
Mil a^lmJ ‘anha mfiluhd wa m3 kasah. 

Sa) f a$l3 ml ran d hilt a lahab , 

Wamra’atuhf! hammfilatal ha tab, 

Fi jtdilul hqhlitm mim masad. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
May the hands of Abfl Lahab perish—doomed he is. 
lbs wealth and his gains shall not help him. 

He shall enter a blazing fire, 
and his wife, die carrier of firewood, 
shall have a rope of palm fibre around her neck. 
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6 Sflratun Nasr (110) 


dj 



Bismillfihir whittlin'r rahtm. 

Idhfi jfi’a nasrullfihi wal fath. 

Wa ra’aitan tifisa yadkhulflna ft din i Hit hi ajwfijfi. 

Fasabbih bihamdi rabbika wastaghfirh. 

Innahfi kfina tawwfibi I. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

When the help of Allah comes and the conquest, 
and you see the people accepting the religion of Allah in large numbers, 
then glor ify the praises of your I ord, and seek His forgiveness. 

He is ever ready to forgive. 



7 Silratul KafirGn (109) 



Bismillfihir rahmfimr rahtm. 

Qul yfi'aiyuhal kfifirrm, 

til a ‘budu mil ta ‘budfln, wa In an turn 'fibidflna mil a 'hud, 

Wa Id am 'fibidum mil ‘abattum , wa In antum ‘fib id fin a infi a‘bud, 
Lakum dlnukum wa liya din. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
Say: O unbelievers! 

I do not worship what you worship, 
and you do not worship what I worship. 

Nor will 1 worship what you worship, 
and you will not worship what I worship. 

You have your own religion and I have mine. 
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8 Snratul Kawthar (108) 




Biswjllnhir rahindnir mhJm. 
hind a '(aindkat kawthar. 

Fasalli tirabbika wanhar. 
hum shdni'aka kumtl ahfar. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
Indeed we have given you the Kawthar (Fountain of Abundance). 
So pray to your Lord and make sacrifice. 

Surely your hater is the one cut otT (i.e. without an heir). 



9 Sflratul Ma‘fln (107) 



Bismilldhiy rahnidnir whim. 

Ara 'aital LnlliJ yukadhdhibu biddfn. 

Fud/iilf/feii! Iiiti/u yfldn 4 -‘ul yntTui. 

Wa Id yahuddu ‘aid [a‘Until niiskhi. 

Fawailul til musallhi. 

Alladhlna hum ‘an salMthim sdhJlu. 

Alladhlmi hum yurd’tln. 

Wa yamna ‘final mil ‘(hi. 

In the name ofAlhh, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
Have you seen him who denies the religion (the judgement)? 
It is he who (harshly) pushes aside the orphan, 
and does not urge others to feed the poor and the needy. 
Woe to those who do their $alah 
but are forgetful of their $alah, 
who show off 

but refuse to give even the smallest help to others. 
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10 Sfirah Quraish (106) 



Bismilldhir mhmdnir raljfm. 

Li flflfi quraish. 

Itafihim rililatash shita'i imysaif 
Falyainultt rabba hildhal bait. 


Alladhf ‘amainim min jn'in wa flntanahum min khawj. 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 
f : or the tradition of the Quraish; 
their tradition of travelling in winter and summer. 

So they should worship the Lord of this house, 


Who has fed them and protected them from hunger, and made them safe from fear. 

.* * * 

II S 



Alam tara kaifa fa‘ala rabbuka bi ashabil fll. 

Alam yaj‘al kaidahuntj f tadlll. 

Wa arsala ‘alaihim fairan absbfl. 

Tarmlhim bihijftmtim min sijjfl. 

Faja‘alahum ka‘a$fim nut'kill 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind. 

Have you not seen how vour Lord dealt with the people of the elephant? 
Did He not make their schemes to be nothing, 
and send against them flocks of birds, 
which pelted them with stones of hard-baked clay? 

Thus he made them like eaten straw. 
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is the most important of the five basic duties of Islam after Shalnldah .We come 
closer to Allrsh by performing it correctly, regularly and with full awareness of its 
significance and meaning. At this stage, refresh your memory about the purpose of 
our creation and the need for performing Islamic duties, Allah has created us to 
worship Him. He says in the Qur'an: “Indeed 1 created Jinn and human beings for no 
other purpose hut to worship Me. ” (Sflratudh Dhariyat 51:56) So, whatever duty we carry 
out, we must bear in mind that we are doing it for the sake of Allah Only then can we 
expect to gain die desired benefits of the performance of s S alah. 

The lessons of §alah are: 

/. ft brings men and women closer to Allah. 

2. U keeps human beings away from indecent, shameful and forbidden activities. (Stlratul 
‘Ankabilt 29:45) 

3. It is a training programme designed to control evil desires and passions. 

4 It purifies the heart, develops the mind and comforts the soul. 

5. It is a constant reminder of Allah and His greatness. 

6. it develops discipline and willpower. 

7. It is a guide to the most upright way of life. 

8 It is a proof of true equality ; solid unity and universal brotherhood. 

9. It is the source of patience, courage, hope and confidence , 

10 It is a means of cleanliness, purity and punctuality. 

It. ft develops gratitude , Inumfrty and refinement. 

12. It is the demonstration of our obedience to tun Creator. 

13. It is a programme which prepares us to match our actions with out words. 

14. It is the solid programme of preparing oneself for Jihad — striving one's utmost to please 

Allah. 

If our s salah does not improve our conduct we must think seriously about where 
we are going wrong. 



Zakah (welfare contribution) is the third pillar of Islam. The Arabic word Zakah 
means ‘'to purify or cleanse”. Zakah is to be paid once a year on savings at the rate of 
two and a half per cent. This rate applies to cash, bank savings and gold and silver 
jewellery.The rate for cattle and agricultural produce is different. 

Payment of Zakah is a means of keeping our wealth dear of greed and selfishness. 
It also encourages os to be honest in our earnings and expenditure. 

Zakah is a compulsory payment and is neither charity nor a tax. Charity is optional 
and taxes can be used by the state for any purpose, but Zakah has to be spent under 
fixed headings like helping the poor, the needy, payment of salaries to its collectors. 
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NisSb and Rate of Zakah 


Wealth on which 

Ziikilh is payable 

Amount which 

determines the 
payment of Zakah 
(Ni&b) 

Rate of Zakah 

l. Agricultural produce 

5 Amuij (also Awstiq* 

653 kg) per harvest* 

5% m case of irrigated land; .10% of 
produce from rain-fed land 

2. Gold, silver, 
ornaments of gold and 
silver 

85 grams of gold or 

595 grains of silver* 

2.5% of value 

3 Cash in hand or at 
the bank 

Value of 595 grams of 
silver* 

2.5% of amount 

4. Merchandise 

Value of 595 grains of 
silver* 

2 .5% of value of goods 

5. Cows and buffaloes 

30 in number 

For every 30, one 1-year-old; for every 

40, one 2-year-old. 

6. Goats and sheep 

40 in number 

One for the first 40; two for 120; three foi 
300; one more for every 100. 

7. Produce of mines 

Any quantities 

20% of value of produce 

8 Camels 

5 in number 

a) up to 24, one sheep or goat for each 
five camels 

b) 25-35, one 1-year-old she-camel 

c) 36-45, one 2-year-old she-camel 

d) 46-60, one 3-year-old she-camel 

e) 61-75, one 4-year-old she-camel 

f) 76 90, two 2-vear-old she-camek 

g) 91-120. two 3-year-old she camels 

h) 121 or more, one 2-vear-old she-camel 
for each additional 40, or one 3-year-old 
she-camel for each additional 50 


* Fiqhuz Zakah — Ynsuf al-Qara<j3wl, vol I, pages 360,372-373 (Beirut, 1977). 
English translation by Monzer Kahf, pages 232 236 (London, 1999). 
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to free captives and debtors, for travellers in need, to win over hearts of new converts 
and for the cause of Allah (9:60). 

Zaksh is an act of 'lhztdah. 'Ibddah is an Arabic term which means worship and 
obedience. It includes all those activities which Allah approves and these should be 
done for Allah s sake. We pay Zakah to gain Allah's favour. 

Zaknh provides us with the opportunity of sharing our excess wealth with those less 
fortunate than ourselves. In fact, we and our wealth belong to Allah. He is the real owner 
and we are merely the trustees of His wealth. We do our duty as trustees if we pay Zakilh 
as an obligatory part of ‘fbftdah The words Zakilh and $adaqah are used interchangeably 
in the Qur'an. 

We learned earlier that Islam is a complete code of life which includes, among 
other things, the economic side of life. Islam has its own economic principles. Zakah 
is one of the basic principles of the Islamic economy, based on social welfare and the 
fair distribution of wealth. In addition to the compulsory payment of Zakah. Muslims 
are encouraged to make voluntary contributions to help the poor and needy, and for 
other social welfare purposes.This voluntary contribution is called §adaqah (charity). 

Through the payment of Zakah, the rich share their wealth with the poor and thus the 
process of concentration of wealth is checked and a fair distribution of wealth ts easured. 
The categories for the use of Zakah are mentioned in the Qur'an (SnratutTauMi 9:60). 

Sawm 

,N uiwm (fasting), the fourth basic duty of Islam, is another act of 'Ibadah, All adult 
Muslims must fast from dawn to sunset every day of Ramatfatu the ninth month of 
the Islamic calendar.This means abstaining from eating, drinking and conjugal relations 
during the hours of fasting.Travellers and the sick can defer fasting during Ramadan 
and make up for it later. 

$awm develops self-control and helps us to overcome selfishness, greed, laziness 
and other faults. It is an annual training programme to refresh us for doing our duties 
for Allah, our Creator and Sustained $awm enables us to experience the pangs of 
hunger and thirst. We feel for ourselves what it is like to be hungry. We can begin to 
appreciate what it must be like for the poor and the unfortunate — the millions 
who go hungry every day. Fasting develops self-control, and teaches us not to think 
just about comfort. It also helps us to restrain our sexual passions. We must learn to 
control our appetite for food, love of comfort and sexual desires if we would like to 
be true servants of Allah. 

$awm helps us to remain truly obedient to Allah's commands,That is w r hy the Qur’jH 
says: "O yen who believe, fasting is prescribed for you as it i ms prescribed for those before you that 
you are expected to be truly obedient, ” (2:183) A truly obedient Muslim is called a mutniq f (a 
person with taqwd) and his true obedience or piety — developed through $awm — is 
known as taqwa in Islam. 7 aqufl keeps a person away from sins and vices. 
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Ramadan is a month of Allah’s blessings (barakah), mercy (rahmah) forgiveness 
(maghfirah). It helps us to escape from the punishment of 1 fell in the life after death. 

Fasting is only for Allah’s sake and he will give delightful and attractive rewards tor 
this in the life after death. 

The following acts will break the fast if they occur during the fasting hours: 

a. Deliberate eating or drinking, 

b. Anything entering the body through the nose or mouth; this includes smoking 
or sniffing any powdered substance. 

c. Having any conjugal relations (sex between husband and wife) 

An injection in the muscle is allowed during tasting but not a nutritional injection. 
Unintentional eating or drinking due to forgetfulness or rinsing out the mouth or 
bathing and putting drops in the eye do not make the fast invalid. 

A Muslim is expected to keep away from all bad actions during his fast. He should 
not tell a lie, break a promise or do any deceitful act. unbefitting of a Muslim. 

1 lie very purpose of fasting is to enable a Muslim to control his passions, so that 
he becomes a person of good deeds and intentions. Anger a common human 
weakness — can also be brought under control by tasting. 

In addition to the compulsory fasting in Ramadan, a Muslim may fast during other 
times of the year. These fasts are treated as Sunn ah. 

Women are exempted from fasting during menstruation or post childbirth bleeding. 
They are required to make up the days lost during this period at some other time of 
the yeai. A Muslim must not fast: 

a. On the day of ‘fdul Fitr. 

b. On the day of ‘IdulAdha 

The Qur'an was first revealed in the month of Ramadan. T here is a night in the 
month which is‘'better than a thousand months” (97:3).This night is called Lulatul 
Qadr (Night of Power). According to H adult. this night occurs during (lie last ten 
days of Ramadan (most probably the odd-numbered nights). It is a night of great 
importance; we should worship as much as we can on this night. 

An additional prayer known as Tanlwfh (20 tak'ahs or 8 rak‘ahs) is offered during 
Ramadan after This is a sumiah prayer in which efforts are made to recite as 
much of the Quran as possible. In many mosques, the whole Qur'an is recited in 
Taraudh prayer. T his prayer is generally offered in congregation. Those who cannot 
join a congregation should offer Tar3w?h at home. A pre dawn meal known as SahQr 
is taken in Ramadan. 

At the end of Ramadan Muslims celebrate ‘idttl Fijr, a day of thanksgiving and happiness. 
It is one of the happy and joyful occasions for the Muslim community. On this day, 
Muslims offer special prayers in congregation and thank Allah for His blessings and 
mercy. 
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Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam. It is a visit to al-Ka%th % the house of Allah in Makkah t 
once in a lifetime by those Muslims who can afford and are physically fit to make the 
journey. It is performed during the period 8-13 Dfml Hijjah , the twelfth month of 
the Islamic calendar (3:97; 22:27-30; 3*. 197V 

^ l * s- 

*/jii/i, also known as Baitulifih (<Uil vJ^Ja)(House of Allah), is a cube-like one- 
storey building which was built originally by Prophet Ibrillihn (Abraham) and his son 
Istnd'Ji (Ishmaei). It is the first house ever built for the sole purpose of the worship of 
Allah (3:96). Allah has blessed al-Ka*bah. Muslims from all over the world come here 
every year. 

The occasion may righdy be called the Annual International Muslim Assembly . During 
Hajj , Islamic brotherhood becomes particularly apparent and can be experienced in 
a special way by everyone who takes part. Barriers of language, territory, colour and 
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rate disappear and the bond of faith is uppermost. Everyone has the same status in 
the House of Allah the status of His servant. 

/ lap has a number of important rituals associated with it. including: 

E Pulling on lhrfim (2:200). (fj>5}\) 

2. Going around al-Ka'bah seven times (2:200), called Tawaf 

3. A fast walk between a$-§afa and al-Marwah mar al~Ka f bah (2: 158). (Sa ( ce - ^uJl) 

4. Visiting and staying at Mina, *Arafat and Muzdalifah (2: 198). 

5. Throwing pebbles at three fixed places in Mina (2:200). 

6. Shaving or trimming hair (2:200; 48:27 ).; v5 

7. Sacrifice of an annual (2:196, 200). 

At the time of Hajj, while approaching Makkah, a pilgrim must put on Ihram 
before reaching a point called Mlqilt (station). For men. Ihram consists of two sheets 
of unsewn white cloth. This is the very simple form of dress a pilgrim must wear in 
place of his normal everyday clothes. For a woman, Ihram is her ordinary normal 
dress. 

This change is very significant. It reminds the pilgrim of his position in relation to 
Allah. He is a humble servant of his Creator. It also reminds him that after death he 
will be wrapped in white sheets and his favourite or expensive clothes will be left 
behind. The humility, simplicity and commonality become evident 
When putting on Ihram, pilgrims express their intention (Niyyah) by saying: “I 
intend to put on Ihram for Hajj ” 

There are then some restrictions on the pilgrim while in the state of Ihram. He or 
she must not: 


a . wsr perfume 

b. kill or harm animals, even insects 

c. break or uproot plants 

d. hunt 

c. marry or take part in a wedding 

f do anything dishonest or arrogant 

g. carry arms 

h. cover the head (males) 

i. cover the face (females) 

j. wear shoes coming ankles 

k. cut hair or clip nails 

l. have conjugal relations 


to help forget enjoyment of ordinary 
daily life 

to feel that everything belongs to 
Allah 

to kill one's urge for aggression and 
feel a love for nature 
to develop mercy 

to forget normal life and think of 
the Creator 

to behave like a servant of Allah 

to give up aggressive attitudes 

to express humbleness 

to feel a pure atmosphere 

to express simplicity 

to express non-interference with 

nature 

to forget worldly pleasure 
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All these restrictions make a pilgrim think of Allah and his ultimate goal in life — 
success in the life after death and nothing else. While in Ihram the pilgrim recites 


lalbiyah (k2i>')as follows: 

lA Si t olLUj hi CJcJlj 


Labbaikaltnhumma labbaik, labbaika la shalka laka labbaik, 
itmal ham da wati ni'mata laka wal mulk, la sharlka lak. 

Here I am () Lord, here I am, here I am,You have no partner, here 1 am, 
surely praise, blessings and the kingdom are for You, You have no partner 

One of the important things pilgrims do is to drink from the well of Zamzanu 
located to the south of al-Ka‘bah. Hajar(H agar), the mother of Prophet Ism a 'll (Prophet 
Ibrahim's eldest son), discovered the well as she ran between a$-$afil and a! Maneali 
desperately searching for water for baby IsmaV. 

Hajj has in it all the lessons of $alah, Zakdh and §awm. Do you remember why we 
offer $aldh, pay Zakah and fast? We offer $alah to remember Allnh, pay Zakah to 
please Him and fast only for His sake. During $alflh we present ourselves to Allnh 
five times a day, but during Hajj we have to think of Allah all the time. At the time of 
$alah, wc face towards al-Ka'bah , but during Hajj we go there in person. Zakah 
teaches us to pay part of our savings for welfare and other good causes for Allah s sake, but 
during Hajj we sacrifice much more of our money for the pleasure of Allnh. 

Muslims from all parts of the world who are able and can afford, also perform a 
lesser pilgrimage called ‘[Jmrah (2:158). It can be performed at any time of the year. 
For Vmrah, a person has to put on Ihram and do rituals 1,2,3 and 6 only (see page 79). 

teaches us to control ourselves during daylight hours from eating, drinking 
or smoking or having conjugal relations. But in the state of Ihram there arc many 
more restrictions. (Eating and drinking are not prohibited in the state of Ihrilm though.) 

What do we learn from all these exercises during Hajj? We learn that we belong to 
Allnh, we will return to Him and we must do as He commands us. If we do, we will 
surely be successful in this life and enjoy an everlasting bliss in the Akhirah. 


mmwh jihad 

Jihad is the use of all our energies and resources to establish the Islamic system of life, 
in order to gain Allah’s favour Jihad is an Arabic word which means to try ones utmost. 
It is a continuous process. In its first phase a Muslim learns to control his own 
passions and intentions. We need to strive hard to achieve this. This is Jihad within 
ourselves and is the basis for the comprehensive Jihad which is concerned with 
establishing A7 a ‘rttf (right) and removing Munkar (evil) from our lives and from society 
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m which we live. It demands the use of all our material and mental resources. 
Eventually when the need arises, we even have to give our life for Allah’s sake, 

I hc aim of Jihad is to seek the pleasure of Allah. This must not he forgotten 
because this purpose is the basis of all Islamic endeavours. 

Earlier, we learned about the basic duties of Shahadah, ^alnh, Zakfth, $aunn and 
IJajj All these duties teach us how to obey Allah and gain I lis favour so that we pass 
the test on the Day of Judgement and receive the reward of entering Paradise the 
place of permanent happiness, joy and peace. 

Regular and conscious performance of the lour basic duties should prepare and 
motivate us to live and die for the cause of Islam, which we believe to be the only 
sure way to success in this life and in the hereafter. In other words, all Islamic duties 
should prepare us to engage in Jihad, jihad is the end result of our efforts in s SWtf/i, 
Zaktlh, Sawm and Hajj. We cannot think of Islam without Jihad, 

We would like to see truth prevail and falsehood vanish, but we arc aware that this 
cannot happen on its own; we have to do our utmost to achieve it.The performance 
of other Islamic duties wall be meaningless if they do not motivate us to engage in 
Jihad . 

I he method of Jihad is the one practised by Prophet Muhammad His life is the 
perfect example for us and we will learn about it later. 

Our duty as Muslims is to practise Allah’s commands and to urge others to do the 
same. This duty has been given to us by Allah in \ lis own words in the Qur’an: 

“You are the best Ummah (community); you have been raised for mankind so that you 
command what is right and forbid what is evil , and you believe in Allah , ” (3:110) 

We should ask others to be obedient to Allah in a persuasive and convincing way. 
Our own lifestyle will count for much here. It is most important that we try hard to 
practise what we say. Allah does not like those who say something but do something 
different. 1 he Qur’an says; “Why do you ask of others the right conduct and you yourselves 
forget?” (2:44) In another place in the Qnr’Jtf, Allah says, “O you who believe! Why do 
you say that which you do not do? It is most hateful to Allah that you say that which yon do 
not . ” (61:2-3) 

These verses clearly direct us to compare our own deeds with our words. To 
achieve this, we must do good ourselves and also urge others to do the same. This 
will enable us to remove our weaknesses and deficiencies. None of us is perfect, but 
our imperfections will gradually decrease if vve do our very best to pursue our duty 
of Jihad for Allah’s sake only. 
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what did you learn? (2d) 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. What does the word Zakilh mean, and how often should it be paid? 

2. What is the rate of Zakilh on your cash savings? 

3. What are the times during which we fast in Rtwunitin? 

4. Why is hiitatul Qadrs uch an important night? 

5. Write a letter telling a non Muslim friend about 7irfn/ Lin. 

U. What is the Hajj and what is it intended to teach us? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

t. What lesson do we learn from the payment of Zakilh? 

2. Which people are helped by our giving Zakilh? 

3. What does $<imwi develop in us and how is it a training programme? 

4. What actions make our fasting invalid? 

5. Hajj is called the Annual International Musiim Assembly. Explain why, discussing 
the whole concept of Islamic Brotherhood (and Sisterhood). 

6. Does the phrase *Holy War’ correctly explain the full meaning of Jihad? Give 
examples to explain your answer. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Explain the importance of Zakilh in the context of social welfare in an Islamic 
society. 

2. What are the moral and social lessons of $awn? Give examples of how this 
month of training should improve our conduct for the rest of the year. 

3. What is the significance of putting on ihrilm during Had? 

4 “Living as a Muslim in a non-Muslim society can he described asjihud. ” Explain this 
statement with practical examples from your own experiences. 



n 
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The Life of Muhammad M 



Muhammad 


Introduction 

"Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah, you have for you an excellent model (uswatun hasanah), 
for all who hope (to meet) Allah and the Last Day and remember Allah very much A* (33:21) 
"We sent you (Muhammad) not hut as a mercy for the Universe. ” (21:107) 

“f if it is who has sent His Messenger with the guidance and the religion of truth, that He may 
make it victorious over all religions , however much idolaters may hate it A 1 (61:9) 

S o far you have been learning the basics of Islam. Now it is nine to learn about 
our great and dear Prophet, Muhammad §T. It is through Muhammad & that 
Alfth has completed the Islamic way of life. 

No other person in the history of mankind has left so great an impact on the life 
of his followers as Muhammad fifc, the last and final messenger of Allah. His life is the 
best example (uswatun hasanah) for us to follow He has shown us how to obey Allah, 
the Lord of the Universe and live as a true muslim. Allah says in the Qur'ilu; 

"Say (O Muhammad), if you love Allah, follow me; Allah will love you and forgive your 
sins, Allah is Forgiving and MercifulA* (3:31) 

It means that Allah will be pleased with us only if we practise Islam as practised by 
Muhammad He has been described in the Qur'an as "a mercy for the universe 
(rahmatnl HI ‘ftlamtn)” (21:107). 

Muhammad's & duty, according to the Qur'an, was to make Islam prevail over all 
other systems of life (61:9,48:28,9:33). In other words, you can say that Muhammad's & 
duty' as the final messenger ot Allah was to establish the truth and remove falsehood 
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from the society in which he lived. As Muslims, we must also work towards the 
establishment of the supremacy of Allah’s Law and the removal of evil from the 
society in which we live. This is Jihad, which he left for us as his legacy 
The difference between Muhammad ^ and us is that he received guidance direct from 
Allah through revelation (Wahl), but we have not. He was the final messenger of Allah . 
Muhammad was not only a messenger but a human being as well He was not a super 
human being, but a mortal man (18:110; 33:40).Yet he had extraordinary qualities that 
distinguished him as the very best human being in the whole history of mankind, a 
shining example for all to follow. He is a mercy not only to Muslims, but to all humans. 

Birth and Childhood 

Muhammad Ufa was born into the noble tribe of the Qnmfr/i in Makkah, Arabia, in 
371 CE (Christian/Common Era)\ His father, ‘Abdullah, died before bis birth and 
Antinah, his mother died when he was only six. A few days after his birth he was 
given to Halfmah , who nursed him until he was five years and one month old, when 
lie was returned to the care of his mother. It was the custom of the Quraislt to give 
their new-born babies to foster-mothers (wet nurses) for breast-feeding. 

After bis mothers death, his grandfather, ‘Abdul Muffalib , looked after him. From 
early childhood Muhammad suffered one shock after another. I hs grandfather 
died when he was only eight years old. Muhammad ® was then looked after by his 
uncle, AbQ 1 tilth, a leader of the Quraish and a businessman. The name Muhammad 
means‘praiseworthy’. He is also known as Ahmad (61:6) 

Business Trip to ash~$h5m (now Syria) 

Muhammad & was growing up in the affectionate care of his uncle, Abn Jhlih, when 
at the age of twelve he accompanied him on a business trip to ash-Shfim, When their 
caravan reached Busrn in ash-Shfltn, a Christian monk called Bahlril invited them to a 
dinner.This was unusual. Abn fhlib and his caravan had passed this way many times 
before but had never been asked in by the monk. All members of the caravan went 
to the dinner except Muhammad who stayed behind, probably to look after the 
camels and their baggage. Bahlrcl insisted on Muhammad's joining in the dinner. 
When he did, Bahm asked him a few questions, and Muhammad answered precisely 
and to the point. 

When he heard the answers, Bahm a person knowledgeable in Christianity 
and the Bible — recognised from what he knew that the boy, Muhammad 4S, was 
going to be a prophet in the future. He advised Abn [ftlib to take special care of his 
nephew. When they finished their trading, Abn fttlib lost no time in returning to 
Makkah with Muhammad 

* The Prophets biographers have differed about the exact year of his birth. Some give 569 CE or 570 CE, 
but I have preferred Shibh Nu VnJnrfc view from his famous Sfrafutt Nabl: 571 CE. 
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Young Shepherd 

Whilst still a boy Muhammad tended sheep- so lie had plenty of time to think and 
reflect upon the situation around him. He moved around with Ins flock in the vast 
expanse of the Arabian desert. It provided him with a unique opportunity to acquire 
a clear vision of nature and to contniplate over the wonders of Allah's creation. 
Muhammad ^ took pride tn spending Ins boyhood as a shepherd. He used to say, 
"Allah sent no prophet who was not a shepherd. MftsQ (Moses) was a shepherd , Daw fid 
(David) was also a shepherd." (ah Bukhari) 

Hie reason for this might be that Allah wanted I lis prophets to gain the experience 
of life as a shepherd, to acquire patience whilst preaching Allah’s message. It is very 
difficult to control a flock of sheep, goats or camels which do not have the human 
understanding or sense of right and wrong. It needs a lot of patience to handle 
animals. This experience was very useful for the prophets in carrying out their real 
duty of preaching the message of Allah to human beings of their time. 

Teenager, Harbul Fijar am! Hilful FudOl 

When Muhammad was fifteen, a local war broke out during the Hajj season 
between the tribes of Quraish and HauMzin. According to Makkan tradition, war was 
forbidden in the pilgrimage season (known as‘sacred months’). Despite this, the war 
lasted for four years, with intervals, and caused tremendous hardship to people on 
both sides. Life was becoming intolerable because of the unnecessary bloodshed. 
Hence it was called the Sacrilegious War (Harbul Fijar), 

The reason for the war seemed silly to Muhammad & and he felt quite disgusted 
at the senseless bloodshed. It made some people ponder over how to stop the non 
sensical bloodshed and take steps to stop the war and make peace. 

Upon the initiative of az-Zubair bin ‘Abdul Mut I alib, Muhammad's uncle,a meeting 
was called at the house of *Abdullah bin Jud An, who was a person of influence and 
wealth. A society called Hilful Fudnl (Alliance for Charity) was formed at this meeting 
to help those affected by this senseless war, the oppressed, the poor and the needy. 
Muhammad was present at the meeting and took the following oath: ‘7 uphold the 
pact concluded in my presence when Jim Jud An gave us a great banquet . Should it ever be 
invoked, f shall immediately rise to answer the 

The participation of Muhammad in this alliance is a proof of his concern and 
interest in welfare activities, even when he was a youth.There is a lesson for you 
here. As young people, when you study the life of Muhammad you should decide 
to take part in the welfare of people in general and the welfare of your fellow 
youngsters in particular. You should study the. life of Muhammad take lessons 
from it and put them into practice. If you look around you, you will find many 
unjust and wrong things are taking root in society.You should do whatever you can 
to remedy injustices and wrongdoings. If you do so. Allah will reward you in this life 
and in the life after death (Akhirah). 
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Marriage 

As Muhammad fife grew up, he helped in running the business of his uncle, Abfl IftfiK 
who was managing his family with some difficulty. During tins time. Muhammad fife 
received an offer from a noble lady named Khadljah to look after her business affairs. 
Muhammad $ fife fame as an honest and upright young man had now become well 
known in Makkah which is why Khadljah made the proposal. 

Muhammad fife accepted the offer and set out for ash- Sham with the merchandise 
of Khadljah, accompanied by her slave called Maisarah. This was Muhammad's fife 
second business trip to ash-ShUm. He sold the goods and bought what he was told to 
before returning to Makkah. He made big profits for Khadljah on this trip because of 
his intelligence, skill and honesty. It was almost double what anyone else had earned 
for Khadljah before. During the journey, his companion Maisarah noticed that 
Muhammad fife was protected front the heat of the sun by clouds. On their return, 
Maisarah hurried to Khadljah and told her about this unusual experience and the 
large protits he had made for Khadljah. 

Khadljah, the daughter of Khuwailid, was a determined,intelligent and noble woman. 
She was impressed by the ability, noble character and excellent performance of 
Muhammad fife. Khadljah decided to send a proposal of marriage to Muhammad fife 
On the advice of his uncle, Abll jtllih, Muhammad fife agreed to the proposal and the 
wedding ceremony went ahead Now Muhammad fife was a family man and the 
marriage marked the beginning of a new' phase in his litc. He was twenty-five years 
of age and Khadljah was forty and a widow. 

From the marriage, they had six children — two boys, ai-Qjsim and 'Abdullah 
(also known as 'JHhir and Jnryih), and four girls, Zaimb, Ruqaiyah, 1 1mm Kuhhfim and 
idfimah. Both sons died before his prophethood but the daughters lived into Islam, 
embraced it and later migrated to Madlnah. 

Physical Features 

Muhammad fife was a handsome man of medium build ■ neither very tall nor short. 
He had a large head, thick black hair, a wide forehead, heavy eyebrows and large 
dark eyes with long eyelashes. He had a fine nose, well placed teeth, a thick beard, a 
long handsome neck and a wide chest and shoulders. His skin was light coloured 
and he had thick palms and feet. He walked steadily with firm steps. His appearance 
had the mark of deep thought and contemplation. His eyes gave the feeling of the 
authority of a commander and a natural leader. 

Rebuilding of the Kabbah 

The Ka'bah needed repairs or rather rebuilding after a sudden flood had damaged it and 
crac ked its walls. The task was divided among the four clans of the Quraish. Muhammad 
fife took an active part in the work. The rebuilding progressed and the walls were 
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raised until it was time to place the Black Stone, al-Hajarni Aswad, on the south 
eastern corner of the Ka'hah. The Black Stone was regarded as very sacred by the 
Makkans and it is still regarded as sacred by Muslims. At the time of Ha//, the pilgrims 
kiss this stone as a mark of respect and as the Summit (practice) ol Muhammad 

There were arguments about who should have the honour of placing this holy 
stone in its place. I he situation became tense and there was the possibility of a civil war 
over the issue,To avoid bloodshed, an idea put forward by Ahu Umaiyah , the oldest man 
in Makkah , was accepted. He proposed to all the people present, “Let the first man to 
enter the gate of the mosque next morning decide the matter in dispute among us” 

What a pleasant surprise! The first man to enter the mosque was Muhammad &! 
All the people shouted in a chorus, “This is the trustworthy one (al-Amln), this is 
Muhammad. We accept his judgement." 

When he came to them, they asked him to decide the matter and he agreed. He 
said,“Give me a cloak"When they brought hmi a cloak, he spread it on the ground, 
placed the Black Stone over it and said/' Let the elders of each dan hold on to one 
edge of the cloak “They did so and carried the stone to its place. Muhammad then 
picked up the stone and put it in its place on the wall of the Ka'hah. In this way he 
acted as an umpire (arbiter) among his people and averted a bloody civil war. The 
rebuilding continued and was completed by the Quraish. Muhammad $ was then 
thirty-five years old 

T his event shows beyond any doubt that even before his prophethood, Muhammad 
was regarded as a judge and a referee for the Qtmiish at the time of their disputes and 
crises. He earned the titles of al-Amltt (the trustworthy) and a$-$jdh] (the truthful).The 
irony was that after his prophethood, many of those wine people turned against him 
because of their ignorance and arrogance which made them too stone- hearted to respond 
to the call of the truth. 

Search for the Truth 

Muhammad was a soft spoken, gentle person who loved to think and meditate He 
was not like others of Ins age, in that he had no interest in the attractions of the 
worldly life, a characteristic suited to a person destined to be the guide and teacher 
for the whole of mankind. 

Muhammad very often used to retreat in seclusion and solitude to a cave, H/rtf 
in mount iYflr.There he passed his time in meditation and devotion He used to pass 
the month of Ramadiln in this cave, where he immersed himself deep into thoughts 
about the mysteries of nature. He had an eager longing in his heart and searched 
seriously for the truth. 

W r hy did he do this? 1 le did it because he did not find the answers to the questions 
agitating his inquisitive mind about man. his creation and Ins ultimate goal. He was 
also unhappy about the feuds, conflicts, strife and divisions in the society around him 
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I le was fed up with existing social and political systems.The religions of the Jews 
and the Christians at that time were so corrupted by the rabbis arid priests that they 
no longer had any appeal to reason and wisdom. He was unable to adjust himself to 
the senseless bloodshed, tribal disputes, oppression of the helpless by the powerful, 
idol worship and the low status of women. 

The Makkans worshipped idols made by themselves. Muhammad fifc used to think 
about the stupidity of idol worship. The idols could not move, talk or do anything. How 
could they respond to the prayers of human beings? 

All these appeared nonsensical to Muhammad’s fife thinking mind. The retreat in 
the cave was to find answers to these deep-rooted feelings in Ins own heart It was a 
search for comfort,consolation,peace,tranquillity and right guidance.(amid it he anything 
else? Of course not. Muhammad's fife mind was full of feelings, sympathy, and concern 
for the welfare ot the people of Makkah. How could Ins upright mind rest while 
anarchy, injustice, falsehood and exploitation were rife in the city? 

These idols, including the three biggest, Huhal, al-lult , and at- ‘Uzz<l, were lifeless 
stones unable to help themselves if somebody happened to break them. But the 
Makkans worshipped them, asked their help, took oaths in their name and fought 
for them. Muhammad's fife curious mind was searching for the truth, to get rid of the 
social misdeeds and change the existing social and political order It was during the 
days of his retreat in the month of Ramadtln that Allah, the Lord of the Universe, 
favoured Muhammad fi& with His blessing — the first revelation of the Qwr’fiw. 
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Receiving the Truth 

Muhammad & had reached the age of forty when one night, while meditating in his 
mountain retreat in Hira ’ during Ramadan, an angel appeared before him. 

"Read!" said the angel. *7 am not a reader" replied Muhammad Sc. At this, the angel 
hugged him and squeezed him so hard that he thought he would die of suffocation. 
I k was then released and the angel again said, "Read!" Muhammad St gave the same 
reply.The angel squeezed him harder and then released him. The angel asked him a 
tlurd time, “Read!” Muhammad repeated his reply, “/ iwj not a reader "The angel 
hugged him again even harder for the third time. Muhammad's $ fear of suffocation 
increased,so he asked, “Miat dtall / mu/?”The angel then released him, saying: 




(t Read iti the name of your hml lilto created , 
Created man from something that clings. 
Read , and your Lord is most generous, 

W\to taught by the pen , 
laughf man what he did not know. ” 


(96:1-5) 

Muhammad recited the verses and felt as though the words were written on his 
heart. These are the first revealed verses of the Qur’Ju. 

How wondrous that Allah should choose for His messenger an ummiyy ( — 

someone who could neither read nor write (7:157-158; 29:48-49; 62:2). In those 
days only very few people in Arabia learnt to read or write. The verses of the Qur'Utt 
excelled all literature of the time, and have never been matched since. Indeed, they 
cannot be equalled (17:88; 2:23; 10:37-38). Imagine the astonishment of the Arabs to 
hear such powerful, perfect words coming from Muhammad a man thus far 
unlettered. 

Muhammad was greatly troubled by this strange experience. He looked around and 
saw nothing. He was fearful and terrified. He stood motionless. 

Muhammad & looked at the sky and was surprised to see the angel Jibril'll flying in 
the shape of a giant man. The angel said,‘‘G Muhammad, you are the Messenger of 
Allah and I am Jibril'tl!' 
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And wherever he looked, Muhammad & saw Jibin'il Hying in the distance. He 
stood still until the angel disappeared. 

Muhammad # rushed home in a panic anil sat close to Khadljah. He told her all 
that had happened. Khadljah, his noble, loving and caring wife who had total faith in 
her husband comforted him, saying, “Rejoice, O son of my unde , and he of good heart. 
Surely by Him in Whose Hand is Khadljah *s soul. I have hope that you unit be the prophet of 
this people. You have never done any urong to anyone.You are kind to others and you help the 
poor. So Allah will not let you down. ”Muhammad asked Khadljah to wrap him up in 
blankets. He was wrapped up and fell asleep. 

Khadljah then went to her cousin, Waraqah bin Nawfal bin Asad bin ‘Abdul 'l ?zz3. 

1 Ic was a blind old man and a Christian, He had knowledge of the scriptures of the 
Torah and the Gospel. Waraqah heard all that had happened from Khadljah and said, 
"Holy! Holy! By Him in Whose Power is Waraqah s soul, if what you narrate is true, 
O Khadljah , then this is the same one who keeps the secrets (angel Jilml’ll) whom 
Allah had sent to Moses. Tell him to be patient and firm.” Khadljah returned home to 
comfort and reassure her husband with the good news Waraqah had told her. 

There was a pause for some days or may be a few months between the first revelation 
and the second revelation when Muhammad Ufa was very sad.Then he saw the angel 
Jibril’ll again, flying in the sky seated in a floating chair The Prophet &£ became 
frightened and rushed home. He asked Khadljah to cover him up. She wrapped him 
with blankets and he fell asleep. After a few moments, Khadljah noticed that the 
Prophet was shivering, breathing deeply and sweating. The angel Jibril’ll brought 
the second revelation to him which was. 

“O you who lie wrapped in your mantle , arise and warn! Glorify your Lord . Purify 
yourself Give up unclean l iness. Give not in order to have more in return. Pot the sake of your 
land, endure patiently. ” (74: 7) 

Seeing him in this position, Khadljah pleaded with Muhammad ^ to rest a little 
longer. But Muhammad ^ was now reassured and said in a firm voice, "O Khadljah t 
the time of slumber and rest is past.Jibril’fl has asked me to warn men and cal! them to Allah 
and to His worship. But whom shall / call? And who will listen to me?” 

Khadljah encouraged and assured Muhammad & about the success ot his prophethood 
and declared her own acceptance of Islam, the first person to do so It is very important 
to note and appreciate that the first human to accept Islam was Khadljah. 

How marvellous it is! Khadljah accepts her husband as the Prophet of Allah! Who 
can better testify to the integrity of a person than his wife? She knew Muhammad ^ 
better than anyone else did, and could testify to his honesty, integrity and 
trustworthiness. No man can hide his weakness from his wife because she knows 
him so closely and intimately. We Muslims should aim to immitate the excellent 
example of our beloved Prophet Muhammad 4$. The world will surely be a much 
better place if we could achieve such trust from our wives by the Grace of Allah. 
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The Islamic Movement Begins 

The revelation marked the beginning of Muhammad's role as a messenger of 
Allah. It was also the starting point of the Islamic movement carried out by him 
during the rest of his life The first phase of the movement lasted for three years, from 
610 CF. (the year of revelation and revolution) to the end ot 612 CE. 

To begin with, Muhammad ijr preached the message of Allah only to his friends, 
his closest relatives and those whom he could trust. ‘A ll his cousin, the son of A bn 
Jtitib, was the second Muslim and the third was Zaid son of Hftrithah (Muhammad’s 
$ servant). A bn liakr was the first from among Muhammad s {Jr friends to become a 
Muslim. It is worth noting the composition of the early Muslims. 

First, Khadljah, Muhammad’s wife, accepts Islam; second, 'Ally his cousin; third, 
Z^id,his household servant. Outside the household, Abn Bakr, a respected businessman 
and a close friend of Muhammad accepted Islam without the slightest doubt or 
hesitation . All of them were near and dear to him. 

k AlI Accepts Islam 

This, briefly, is how 'All the cousin of the Prophet & and then a boy of only ten. 
accepted the truth. Allah taught Muhammad {Jr through angel Jihrft’il how to make 
ablution (WudU*) and how to pray. Muhammad in turn taught Khadfjah and both 
of them used to offer together. 

'All watched the Prophet and his wife kneeling and prostrating and reciting 
the Qur'an. He was amazed at this unusual scene and asked the Prophet fit aftet the 
prayer, "‘To whom did you prostrate yourselves?** The Prophet $ answered, “We 
have prostrated ourselves to Allah who has sent me as a Prophet and has commanded 
me to call human beings unto Him.” 

The Prophet & then invited 'All to worship only Allah and to accept the message 
of Allah revealed to him. 

He also recited to him some verses from the Qur'fin. 'All felt excited and thrilled 
but thought for a moment and said he would consult his father, Aha ] tilth, about this. 
He passed the night agitated and restless, thinking about the call of Muhammad 
Next morning, he rushed to the Prophet and declared his faith in Islam. The 
young boy said,“Allah created me without consulting Aha 7 tilth, my father.Why then 
should I consult him in order to worship Allah?’ 1 

The story of young 4 All should inspire and motivate young people to work for 
Islam to make living on this earth meaningful and purposeful. Rest assured, this is the 
way to peace and happiness. 'All the first Muslim boy, accepted this peace Islam 

Notable Early Muslims 

We should learn some of the names of the people who accepted Islam and later 
became famous in Islamic history and made a tremendous impact on mankind 
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Early Muslims included: ' All bin Abl Tulik Zaid bin Hilrithcih, Abfl Bakr bin Abl 
Qufanjah, Vtlumln bin ‘Affdn, Sa'd bin Abl Waqqty, ‘Alulur Rahnnln bin 'Auf, lalhah bin 
'Ubaidillah.Aba Dharr al-Chiprl, az-Zuluiir bin al- 'AuwiVn.Ahn Ubaidah bin al-farrfih, 
al-Arqnw bin Abl al-Arqum al-MakhzfUul (also known as aPArqam bin ‘Abdi MatUlfbin 
Asad), Suhaib ar-Rnml, ‘Abdullflh bin Mas'fid, khubbub bin al-Aratt, hhnnlu bin Maz ‘flu, 
Ja'far bin Abl Iftlib and Nu'aim bin ‘Abdullah. 

Among the great women to accept Islam were: Khadljah bint KinavaHid, Fdfimuh 
hint al-Khaftdb,Asnnl’ bint Abl Bakr, Futimah bint aRMujallii, Pukaihah bint Vasty A $mn' 
bint Vmais,Asma’ bint Salamah, Ramlah bint Abl ‘/tw/and Humainah bint khalaf Khadljah 
was the first among the women and men to accept Islam. 

End of the First Phase 

During the first phase of the Islamic movement, Muhammad ££ preached the message 
of Allah discreetly and it spread gradually among all age-groups, especially the youth, 
in Makkah. People in Makkah began to talk about Muhammad and his message. 
They did not take it seriously in the beginning. They thought the Muslims had a 
fantasy that would soon die away and the worship of idols would eventually triumph. 

Three years passed and the message of Allah continued to spread far and wide in 
the valley of Makkah. 

Islamic Movement Becomes Public 

Three years after the first revelation, Allnh commanded the Prophet £fc, “Proclaim 
what you have been ordered and turn away from the polytheists. ” (15:94) This was the 
command to make the call to Allah open and public and was the beginning of the 
second phase of the Islamic movement. 

'All and the Dinner 

The Prophet prepared himself to meet the new situation with strong determination 
and faith. He invited his kinsmen to a dinner and after the dinner addressed them,saying: 

"O sons of‘Abdul Muftalib, l know of no Arab who has come to his people with a nobler 
message than mine. / have brought you (he best of this world and the next. Alldh has ordered 
me to call you to Him. So, who of yon will stand by me in this matter?” 

The elders in the dinner were not responsive.They were about to leave when the 
young boy ‘All stood up and said. “I am (he youngest oj you;! may he a boy. my feet may 
not he strong enough, but O Muhammad, / shall be your helper Whoever opposes you, I shall 
fight him as a mortal enemy M Thc elders laughed loudly and dispersed, 

Consider the courage of the boy ‘All! How bravely and firmly he spoke about his 
faith! Does it not, as young people, inspire you to follow the example of All? To 
uphold the Truth and work for it is the best of everything in this world. The reward 
of the eternal bliss and happiness is guranteed m the Akhirah aswell 
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The Prophet -fife on Mount $af& 

Muhammad & now prepared himself to openly call the Makkans to the message of 
Allnh, He climbed on top of a$-$afil and called out to the people who, seeing him 
standing there, had gathered below. Muhammad fife told them, “O men of Quraish, if I 
were to tell you that I see an army ready to attack on the other side of the mountain, would yen 
belie tv me?” 

They answered, “Yes, why not? Hr trust yon and never found you telling a lie .” 

Muhammad fife said, “Know then , that / am a warner and that / warn you of severe 
punishment O Band \Abdul Mutfalibf Band ‘Abd Manilf! O Band Zuhrah! Q BandTaim! 
O Band MakhzQm! O Band Asad! Alldh has commanded me to warn you, my nearest 
kinsmen, that I can assure you of good on thi< earth and in heaven if you declare that there is 
no god except Allnh.” Abd Ijihab , his uncle, became red with anger and exclaimed, 
“May yottr hands perish on this day! Did you gather us for this?" 

Muhammad fife was severely shocked and looked towards his uncle for a moment. 
Allnh comforted His messenger and informed him of the fearful punishment awaiting 
Abn Ijihab. Allnh revealed, “May the hands of Abd Lahab perish; doomed he is. His wealth 
and his properties shall not save him. He shall he thromi into a flaming fire of hell. ”(111:1-3) 
The open invitation to Allah’s message brought hostility and opposition to the 
Prophet fife and his followers. A new stage of the Islamic movement began. We will 
see how the followers of Islam overcame this opposition with valour, vigour and 
steadfastness. Indeed, it is rare to find such examples of heroic sacrifices for the noble 
cause of Allah. 

Hostility and Persecution 

The Makkans who, for a long time, had taken no serious notice of the movement 
became very hostile to the open call of Muhammad fife. I hey now realised the threat 
to their idolatry and began to harass the followers of Islam in order to stop its 
increasing popularity. Hardly a day passed without some new followers joining the 
faith. This trend further increased the fury of the idolaters. 

The Quraish first tried to settle the matter through Abd fdlih and asked him to 
withdraw his support from Muhammad fife Delegations of influential people went to 
meet Abd Jltlib twice for this purpose. He listened to them calmly and sent them 
back with conciliatory words. Abd Ihlih asked Muhammad fife not to put him under 
much strain, for he w'as the leader of the Quraish. The Prophet fife faced a dilemma 
but remained firm and said to his uncle, “O my uncle, by A11 ah, if they put the sun in my 
right hand and the iikvw in my lift, and ask me to give up my mission, l shall not do if until 
Allah has made it victorious or I perish therein!” 

Ahn fhhh was moved by the firmness of his nephew and said, “Go and say what yon 
please for, by Allah, I shall never withdraw my support from you.” 

The first Muslim to suffer at the hands of the unbelievers of Makkah was Su'd bin 
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A hi Waqq<1$. He was struck with a sword in a fight with the enemies as they attacked 
the Prophet and his followers at prayer in a mountain pass. The Prophet & was 
once preaching in the area of the Ka‘hah and he was attacked. During this encounter 
Harith btnAbl Halah tried to pacify the mob but he was attacked and killed. He was 
the first Muslim to give his life for Islam. 

Bilal but Raluih, an Abyssinian slave, was tortured by his master for becoming a 
Muslim He was pinned down on the burning-hot sand, a heavy stone placed on his 
chest, and left to swelter under the blazing desert sun — for no reason other than his 
acceptance of Islam. Bilal bravely endured this torture, proclaiming " Allah, the Otic! 
Allah , the One!” They could not turn him away from his faith. Abd Bakr , moved by 
Bilal's suffering, paid his infidel master and freed him. 

Others who suffered terribly at the hands of unbelievers were: *Amm3r,Abci bukaihah , 
$uhaib ar-Rdml and Kluibbab.The infidels did not even spare women Muslims. Among 
the women tortured were. Sumaiyah, Lubainah , Nahdlyah , and Umm ‘ Ubais. 

The Prophet himself was ridiculed, insulted and accused of being a sorcerer 
and of being possessed. Once he was almost strangled by an unbeliever while praying. 
A bn Bahr arrived just in time to rescue him. Lahab’s wife, Umm jamll, used to 
throw rubbish and thorny bushes in Muhammad's path, and all that Muhammad 
did was to remove them. Surprisingly, when one day he found his doorway clear of 
rubbish he visited her to find out whether she was ill.This shows how generous and 
noble he was. He was kind and considerate even to his enemies. 

Muhammad continued his preaching with even more enthusiasm and firmness, 
and the hostility of the unbelievers also intensified.The Makkans did all they could 
to stop him and his followers but nothing worked.The Islamic movement continued 
to flourish among the Makkans despite false propaganda, persecution and harassment 
from the idolaters. 

During this period Hamzah, the young uncle of the Prophet joined the Islamic 
movement. His acceptance of the faith added strength to Islam, for flamzah was a 
brave man His entry into Islam compelled the Qttraish to abandon some of their 
harassment. 

AbO Jahl and the Camel Seller 

One day a man from hash came to an assembly of the Quraish , whilst the Prophet & 
was sitting nearby next to the Ka'bah.The man called,“Who among you will help 
me to get what is due to me from Abul Hakam bin Hishilm? 1 am a stranger, a wayfarer, 
and he will not pay his debt.” 

Abul Hakam bin Hi sham was one of the most powerful people in Makkah. His 
hatred, hostility and violence towards the Muslims was intense, He was known as 
Abfi jahi which means‘the father of ignorance 1 . Most of the people who heard the 
stranger were friends of A bn Jahl, and would not wish to displease him. Rather, they 
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would prefer to fuel the enmity of Aba Jakl towards Muhammad ft. 

I hey said, “Do you see that man sitting over there?” pointing to Muhammad ft. 
“Go to him He will help you” 

The stranger went to Muhammad ft, unaware that Aha jahl was one of his fiercest 
enemies. The Prophet ft listened as the stranger explained that he had sold camels 
to AbaJahl, who had still not paid him despite his repeated pleading.Without hesitation 
the Prophet ft offered to help He aconipanied him to Aha (aid's house. In the 
distance, the Qurnish watched, expecting a serious confrontation.They asked one of 
their supporters to follow the Prophet to find out exactly what would happen, 

Muhammad ft knocked on the door. 

“Who is it?” called Abnjahl 

“Muhammad! Come out to trie!” 

Abn jahl came out, pale-faced and agitated. 

“Pay this man his due ” Muhammad ft said firmly. 

'‘One moment while I fetch his money,” replied Aba Jahl. He went back inside, then 
returned quickly with the money and gave it to the stranger 

“Go about your business” the Prophet ft told the stranger, who was very happy to 
be paid. 

The stranger from Irtish went back to the gathering of Qurnish and said, “May 
Allah reward him, for he has recovered my due" And he went happily on his way. 

Then the man sent to watch the confrontation returned to report all he had seen. 

“It was amazing!’ he began. “11 irdly had Muhammad knocked on the door when 
out came Abut Hakam (Abn jahl), breathless and agitated “ He continued to narrate 
all that he had seen. 

Then Aba Jahl came upon the gathering. Immediately they askedWhat happened? 
We have never seen anything like this! What have you done?” 

“Damn you!” he exclaimed angrily. “By Allah, as soon as he knocked on my door 
and I heard his voice, I was filled with terror. Then when I went out to him, I 
thought I saw a camel towering above his head, with shoulders and teeth such as I 
have never seen. By Allah, if I had refused to pay, it would surely have eaten me,” 

How amazing was the courage and strength of Prophet Muhammad’s ft character! 
He always stood for justice and helped those in need, even in the face of his bitterest 
enemy. Abn Jahl, despite his hatred, arrogance and pride, was unable to resist the force 
of Muhammad S ft extraordinary personality, who was supported by hidden help 
from Allah. 

We should learn a valuable lesson here. We should follow Allah’s commands and 
follow the example of Prophet Muhammad ft. We should Stand for justice and speak 
out for the weak, the oppressed and the disadvantaged. This is Jihad ft sahr iiilnh — 
working for Islam using all our resources, We should not only read about the Prophet 
ft, we should try to follow his example. 
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The Offer of ‘Utbah bin RabPah 

TJtbah bin RabJ‘ah,a leader of the Quraish , put some proposals to the Prophet I le 
suggested, “If what you want is money ; we will gather for you our property, so that you may 
be the richest of us; if you want honour, wr will make you our chief, so that no one can decide 
anything apart from you; if you mint sovereignty, we will make yen king. " 

The Prophet % declined these offers and recited verses from SQrah 41 {If 7 Mini 
as-Sajdah) of the QnrVTn. TJtbah returned to his companions with a changed face and 
reported to them that he heard from Muhammad ££ what he had never heard 
before. No worldly temptation could keep the Prophet away from the Truth. 

Another Cunning Proposal 

The Quraish tailed in all their attempts to discourage Muhammad and the Muslims 
from their faith. Harassment, ridicule, torture and false propaganda proved futile as 
the Muslims simply became more determined.The leaders of the Quraish now plotted 
a shrewd plot.They proposed to the Prophet that he should adore their gods and 
they in return would adore his Allah; in this way there would come about a 
compromise and hostility would cease. 

Allah commanded the Prophet $ to tell the unbelievers in clear terms that there 
could be no such compromise on matters of basic principles. Muhammad «£ was asked to 
declare to them, “You have your religion, and I have mine. " (109:6) Thus, the plan of mixing 
tlie truth with falsehood was defeated. 

Emigration (Hijrah) to Abyssinia (Ethiopia) 

The infidels, frustrated in their attempts to make a compromise with the Prophet 
increased the levels of their perseeution.The threat to life and property intensified. 
The Muslims who were not well-off were particularly insecure and vulnerable. 
Muhammad advised those Muslims who felt insecure to emigrate to Abyssinia 
where Negus (an-Najdshi), a noble king, ruled. Eighty-three Muslims emigrated to 
Abyssinia in groups. The first group was of ten people. This was the first emigration 
(Hijrah) of Muslims who had to leave their country for the sake of Allah. 

Efforts to get Emigrants Back 

A delegation of the Quraish consisting of ‘Ann bin and Abdullah IrnAbf RabVah 
went to the Negus to try to get the emigrant Muslims back. 

They bribed the courtiers of the Negus and made accusations against the Muslims 
to succeed in their mission. They alleged that the emigrants were apostates and 
followers of a new religion which no one had heard of before. The Negus wanted to 
know the whole matter and called for the Muslims. He asked. “What is the new 
religion you follow which caused you to leave your country?” 

Ja'pr bin A hi Itilih answered on behalf of the Muslims, “O King, we were in a state of 
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ignorance and immorality, worshipping stones and idols, eating dead animals, committing all sorts of 
injustice , breaking natural ties, treating guests badly, and the strong among us exploiting the weak. 

“Then Allah sent us a prophet, one of ow own people, whose lineage, truthfulness, 
trustworthiness and honesty were well known to us. He called us to worship Allah alone and 
to renounce the stones , the idols which we and out ancestors used to worship. He commanded us 
to speak the truth, to honour our promises, to be helpful to out relatives, to be good to our 
neighbours , to abstain from bloodshed, to avoid fornication. He commanded us not togive false 
witness, not to appropriate an orphans property or falsely accuse a married woman. He ordered 
us not to associate anyone with Allah. 

‘ He commanded us to hold prayers, to fast, to pay Zakah. We believed in him and what he 
brought to us from Allah, and we follow him in what he asked us to do and forbade us not to do. 

‘'Thereupon, our people attacked us, treated us harshly and tried to take us back to the old 
immorality and worship of idols.They made life intolerable for us in Makkah, and we came to your 
country to seek protection to live w justice and peace. ” 

Hearing this, the Negus wanted to listen to part of the Qur'an which came down 
from Allnh to the Prophet iSf.Ja'far recited to him Sttrah Maryam (Mary) the 19th 
Stlrah of the Qur'an. 

The Negus wept until his heard was wet, listening to the Qur'an. Then he said, 
“What you have just recited and that which was revealed to Mtlsa (Moses) must have both 
issued from the same source. Go forth into my kingdom; / shall not depot! you at ail.” 

Thus the spiteful plans of the pagans against the Muslims were frustrated once again 

TJrnar Accepts Islam 

f Umar bin aPKIiaffab, a strong and tough person in his late twenties,became a Muslim 
m the sixth year of the prophethood of Muhammad ^ His acceptance of Islam is 
remarkable in the sense that he went out with a vow to kill the Prophet On his 
way to carry out his oath, he met Nu‘aim bin ‘Abdullah who told him he should set 
his own house in order, referring to ‘Umar's sister Patimah and her husband Sa‘td bin 
Zatd who had become Muslims. On bearing this, ‘Umar became enraged and 
immediately set out for his sisters house. 

As he approached the house, he heard some recitation of the Qur'an. Klmbbab bin ab 
Aratt was reading Surah Tft Ha (the 20th chapter) to Patimah and Said. ‘I knar entered the 
house without knocking and demanded angrily, "What was that nonsense / heard?" 

Patimah and Said refused to answer. They had hidden Khabbab before ‘Umar barged 
in. ‘Umar was furious and began hitting Said. Fafimah was injured as she tried to 
intervene to protect her husband. 

Seeing his sister bleeding, ‘Umar stopped and composed himself. He demanded to 
see what they were reading, Fafimah told him it was from the Qwr'fltJ, and that he 
must first cleanse himself before touching the Qur'an. So *Umar washed himself 
before being given the verses to read. 
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1 Umar was deeply moved by the beauty of the words, t heir captivating rhyme and 
rhythm, and the power and authority in their meaning. He immediately requested, 
“I rad me to Muhammad #, so that I may accept Islam. " Khabbfib came out from hiding 
and led him to a!-Anjam al Makhzftmts house (Dclrul Arqam) where the Prophet ^ 
was staying at that time. Al-Arcjams house, located at ay$ap, was then the centre of 
Islam, The Prophet welcomed ‘Umar at the gate and asked him his intention. 
'Umar expressed his wish to be a Muslim and the Prophet was very pleased. 

‘Umar was a powerful man. His entry into Islam gave a strong boost to the Muslims. 
Before him, f lamzah , the Prophets uncle, became a Muslim. He was also a powerful 
man. The entry into Islam of these two great and brave men was a turning point in the 
history of the early Islamic movement 

Boycott and Banishment 

The Quraish were seething at the gradual increase in the strength of the Muslims. 
They plotted another assault and decided on a total boycott of the family of Hfishim 
and Mujfalik They were banished to a pass named Shi‘hi Abf Adlib. The boycott 
continued for three years and the clans of Hdsltim and Muftatib suffered badly during 
that time. Eventually the boycott had to be withdrawn because of differences amongst 
the Quraish themselves.The clans of Has him and Muttalib demonstrated great firmness 
and unity during the boycott. 

The document of boycott, which was kept in the Ka'bah , was all eaten up by 
white ants, except the name of Allah at the top! 

The Prophet continued his work amid intimidation and persecution with rare 
patience and determination.Truth must prevail over falsehood (17:81).The call to Allah 
must win over paganism.The popularity and strength of Islam was on the increase. It was 
going from strength to strength.That was what Allah destined for Islam. 

Year of Sorrow 

f ime passed. Muhammad ££ reached the age of fifty. In the tenth year of his pnophethood, 
apart from stiff opposition and hostility he had to face more sorrow and grief. 

1 hs uncle Abn Adlib died. It was Abfi Adlib who always gave protection to his nephew. 
However, he died as an unbeliever. Muhammad was heartbroken. Still more sadness 
was to come.The Prophet % lost his most loving and caring wife, KhadJjah *, who 
had stood by him like a solid rock, to comfort, support and encourage him at times 
when no-one else did. She was the first, you should recall, to accept him as the 
Messenger of Allnh. 

*Note: 

During the life-time o ( Khadtjah, the Prophet did not marry another woman. After her death however he 
married several women, mostly widows, on social and political grounds. The names of his wives (other than 
Khadljah) are Sawdah, ‘A’is hah, Hafaah, Zainah bint al Hartth. Zainah bintjafiash, limbi HdbTbah, Umm Sahwtah, 
JumiyrJyah hint al-Hartth, MaimRna bint al-Hartth and $aflyah bint Huyaiy. 
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It was a tumble blow to Muhammad but he had to endure it. Death is an undeniable 
fact of life All men and women die and so must we, one day. 

The Prophet ^ had become used to shocks and grief ever since his childhood. 
Altoh tested him all through his life. The responsibility of the final prophethood 
needed unmatched endurance and patience. The Prophet passed all the tests ot 
life, however intolerable and difficult, including persecution, torture and death blows. 
That was how the Almighty Creator prepared Muhammad to make Islam victorious 
over all other systems oflife We must remember here that to live as true Muslims, we 
also have to go through tests and trials.The eternal bliss of al-Jannah (Paradise) will 
then be given to us by our most loving and kind Creator, in the Akin rah. 

TVif — the Most Difficult Day 

I he stone-heartedness of the people of Makkah saddened the Prophet. He now 
decided to try the people of 'fd’if, a city sixty miles to the east of Makkah, to see if 
they would support him. 

On arriving in Id 'if, accompanied by Zaid bin l hint hah, he went to three important 
people of the city and invited them to Islam. All three refused and insulted him. They 
even incited street urchins to drive him out of the city. 

The urchins pelted stones at the Prophets legs and feet.They hooted at him and 
drove him out. He was weary, distressed and very sad. He took shelter in a garden 
where he prayed. 

The owners of the garden witnessed the whole episode and felt sorry for him in 
his tired and bruised condition.They offered him hospitality and sent grapes for him 
through their Christian servant, 'Addfls, who later became a Muslim, 

Ihe Prophet used to say that the day m Id'if was the most difficult day in his 
life. But look at his greatness; he was bruised, hurt and bloodstained, yet he never 
pronounced one word against the people who had abused him i le rather prayed to 
Allah to give them guidance. Such was the greatness and noble character of Muhammad 
the mercy of Allah to the universe We must follow his example for our success 
and happiness in this world and in the Akhirah. 

ADMPraj (The Ascent) — a timely boost to morale 

After the severe shocks of the deaths of A bn Tdlib and Khadtjah and the cruel and 
harsh treatment received at Td’if, Muhammad longed for some comfort and solace. 
It was not long before he got it in the form of a remarkable and eventful night 
journey to Jerusalem called al-Isrd\ And an ascent to heaven in the same night called 
al-Mi'rdj . 

The Mi ( rilj was a remarkable event for the Prophet ££ .Allah honoured him by this 
unique and extraordinary journey during which Muhammad & saw with his oven 
eyes the Glory and Majesty of Albh. It was the great morale boost he sorely needed. 
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It further strengthened his faith that Allah was always with him. No amount of 
dismay could prevent him from his task of calling people to the way of Allah. 

The Prophet himself gave vivid details about the journey and the ascent. 1 le said 
that the angel Jibrfi’tl awoke him from his sleep arid took him to al-Masjidui Aqjtfi at 
jvrusakni (BaituI Maqdis) riding on a white animal whicli looked like a horse with large 
wings. The name of the animal was BiirOq. 

In Jerusalem, he met all the prophets including Adam, Ibrahim, Mm, Martin (Aaron) 
and ‘ha. He led them in prayer. He was then taken to different heavens and he saw 
the Paradise and the Hell. The most important of all was his experience of the Glory 
and Majesty of Allah. It is simply not possible to describe this unique experience in 
human language. He had many more experiences. It is beyond the grasp of ordinary 
people like us to understand every aspect of the journey. But it was not impossible 
for the last messenger of Allah to grasp the significance of these things. He had to 
have such experiences to fulfil his duty as Allah’s final messenger. 

Five times daily prayers were laid down for Muslims at the time of aPMi'rOj. The 
whole miraculous journey lasted for a short part of the night. Amazing and incredible! 
But very real and undoubtedly true. 

Next morning, when Muhammad described his experience, the Makkam laughed 
at him and started saying that he must have gone crazy.The Muslims believed him 
but some of the new r entrants to the faith became a bit doubtful and the unbelievers, 
as usual, refused to accept the truth. Muhammad gave graphic details of the journey 
and a caravan which he had seen on his way to Jerusalem confirmed details he gave 
when it arrived in Makkah. 

Remember here that Muhammad fir was nicknamed by his own people al-Amln 
(theTrustworthy) and a$-$ddiq (the Truthful). Later, these same people behaved quite 
strangely. Muhammad fiT after receiving Vns prophethood, had done everything 
according to Allah’s wish. Understanding and accepting the truth is not as easy as it 
may appear. Guidance in life comes from Allah alone. He guides whom He wills and 
does not guide whom He wishes. 

Abfl Bakr, upon hearing about aUMi'rftj ,believed without hesitation all the Prophet 
fir had narrated. For this reason the Prophet fir called him a$-$iddlq (the testifier to 
the truth). 

First Covenant of al-‘Aqabah 

During Ins open, public preaching, Muhammad fir met a group of people from 
Madlnah (then called Yathrib) at the time of Hajj and he invited them to accept Islam. 
They responded positively to his call and became Muslims.There were six of them. 
They returned to Madlnah as believers and invited others of their tribes to join the 
new faith of Islam. 

Next year twelve people from Madlnah came during Hajj and the Prophet fir 
entered into an agreement with them at a place called al-Aqabah in 621 CE.This 
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agreement is known as the Covenant qf aP Aqahah. In this pledge, they agreed to obey 
none but Alfth. neither to steal nor commit adultery, neither to kill their children 
nor commit any evil and not to disobey Allah.They were told by Muhammad that 
if they lived under this covenant, Allah would be pleased with them and reward 
them with Paradise in the life after death (Akhirak). 

Second Covenant of al- s Aqiibah 

A second covenant with the Muslims of Madlnah was concluded in 622 CE in the 
same place, al~ ‘Aqahah. In all, seventy three men and two women took part in this 
pledge.This, covenant was an extension of the first.In it thev invited the Prophet 
to Madlnah . It was agreed that the Muslims of Madlnah would protect and help the 
Prophet *££ against all odds, as they would protect their own women and children. 
All the dangers which would arise out ol this covenant were explained by a!- ( Abbas, 
the Prophet s uncle, to the Madman Muslims in clear terms. However the Madman 
Muslims still said, “We take him (the Prophet ) despite ad threats to propertyi wealth and life, 
lell its , O Prophet of Allah, what will he our reward if m remain true to this oath 7 '' 

I he Prophet answered, “ Paradise , ” 

They stretched out their hands to him and he to them, and in this way made it a 
duty of the Madinan Muslims to defend the Prophet $ in the event of external 
attacks from Makkah. 

Hijrah (Emigration) to Madlnah 

The conclusion of the second covenant of al- Aqahah was another turning-point in the 
history of the Islamic movement. The Muslims now had a place in which to take shelter. 
They had an ally for support in time of war and danger 

The unbelievers eventually came to know about the covenant after it was completed. 
It had been done in secrecy so that the infidels could not have an opportunity to foil 
it. When they found out, they reacted in anger and resorted to torturing some of the 
people from Madlnah, 

The Prophet & now changed the strategy' of his work. For thirteen years he had 
tried his best to preach the message of Allah to the people of Makkah but the Makkan 
soil was not tertile for this. Madlnah provided him with fresh, receptive ground in 
which to sow the seed oflsfom and he carefully planned to use this opportunity. 

He commanded the Muslims of Makkah to start emigrating to-Madhuili and 
strengthen the bond with the Muslims there. The Muslims o f Madlnah are known as 
the ArtsUr (Helpers) and those of Makkah as the Muhftjimn (emigrants) in Islamic 
history. Following the command of the Prophet the Makkan Muslims started 
moving co Madlnah individually and in small groups.The unbelievers tried relentlessly 
to stop this and became even more malicious and ferocious. 

Think of the emigration! The Makkan Muslims left their homes for the sake of 
Allah and to seek His pleasure! At the moment of need, this was what was required 
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of them. As Muslims, we too must be ready to do the same for the sake of our faith. 
Lite on this earth will have meaning and purpose only when we can attain this 
attitude. We will then be able to do our duty as Allah’s true slaves. 

The Hijrah of the Prophet §£ 

After most of his companions had left for Madltiah, Muhammad waited for 
permission from Allah to emigrate himself. Abf ; Bakr, his closest friend, wanted to 
leave for Madfnuh. 

Prophet Muhammad would answer to the request of A bn Bakr . “Don't be in a 
hurry; it may be that Allah will give you a companion, ”Abft Bakr hoped that it would be 
Muhammad £& himself. Whert Allah granted Muhammad permission to migrate, 
Abn Bakr accompanied the Prophet He was very lucky indeed. 

The unbelievers now plotted to kill Muhammad ^.Permission for him to migrate 
to Madlnah had also come so Muluiwmrid secretly left Makkah one night in 622 
CE with Abn Bakr. A specially-formed group of unbelievers lay in wait around the 
Prophet’s house to kill him as he came out. Vl/r was left behind to sleep in the 
Prophets bed and the Prophet & quietly left, without the unbelievers noticing him. 
Such was the plan of Allnh. When Allah wants to do something he only says i( Be! )y 
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and “it is there” (36:82), In the morning, the unbelievers found b'rin the Prophets 
bed and were dumbfounded,They looked very foolish! 

The Prophet and his companion Aha Bakr had left just before dawn and proceeded 
to a cave called Tinner, to the south of Makkah. They stayed in the cave for three days and 
Aha Bakrs servant brought them food in the evening. They left Tham on the third day 
arid started out for Madfnah. 

The unbelievers, fooled by the way the Prophet IS had escaped despite their 
vigilance, now organised a thorough search on the road to Madfnah and offered n 
prize of 100 camels for the capture of Mttljmmd & Smfiqah bin Malik almost 
succeeded, but when his horse stumbled three times in his pursuit oi Muhammad flp, 
he gave up his sinister aim, taking the falls as bad omens. He later accepted Islam, 

After a tiresome,exhausting and very difficult journey, the Prophet accompanied 
by Aha Bakr, reached Qubil \a place near Madfnah. They stayed there tor two weeks 
and the Prophet founded a mosque in Onto* where *Alf had joined them. 

The Prophet *& entered Madfnah and allowed his camel to kneel where it liked. It 
knelt first in a place which was owned by two orphans, and got up only to kneel 
finally in front of Aba Ayyah al-Antfrl's house which became the first residence of 
the Prophet in Madfnah. 

The People of Madfnah, who had anxiously awaited the arrival of Muhammad S’, 
became very happy and excited when they found him among them,They gave him 
a hero’s welcome. 

The Hijrah of the Prophet $ started a new chapter in the history of the Islamic 
movement. 1 here are two contrasting aspects to this historic migration: the heart 
breaking feeling of leaving the beloved birthplace; and the feeling of security together 
with the hope that Islam would spread more freely than before. 

The Islamic calender starts from the day of the Hijrah of Prophet Muhammad T& 
from Makkah to Madfnah. It occurred in 622 OE m the 13th year of the prophethood 
of Muhammad 

The Hijrah was the beginning of a new role for the Prophet as a statesman and 
a ruler. With this ended his fifty three years of life in Makkah , of which he had spent 
thirteen eventful years as the Prophet of Allah, 

The Prophet at Madtnah 

Muhammad's ® arrival in Madfnah was a memorable arid important event for the 
people of the city. They felt elated and jubilant because they had Allah’s messenger 
among them. 

Madfmh, situated to the north of Makkah (447km by road, 360km by air), was known 
at that time as Yathrik Fmin the time of the Prophets arrival, it came to be known as 
Madinatun Nahiyy - the Prophet’s city. Later it became known simply as Madfnah. 

The Makkan migrants added a new’ dimension to the life of Madfmh. The city now 
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AI-Masjiduu NabawJ (The Prophet's Mosque) in Madluah 


had three communities: the Antfr (the \ ielpers) of the tribes of Am and Khazraj , the Jen* 
from the tribes of Qainuqfl‘> Nadir and Quraizah and the MuhSjirRti (migrants from Makkah). 
The MuhqjirUn had to be accommodated by the local community of the An$flr. 

Some of the companions of the Prophet & had reached Madlnah before 
Muhammad himself and were living with the Antfr as their guests. With the 
arrival of the Prophet the situation became more settled. The Muhnjim arrived 

with almost no material wealth. 

The Prophet s first task was to form a solid bond of faith and brotherhood between 
the An$8r and the Mululjirttn. 

He called a meeting of both communities and asked each of the Atifilr to take one 
of the Muhfljirtln as his brother-in-faith. He also suggested they should share their 
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property and other belongings with their migrant brothers. The Antfr did as they 
were asked by the Prophet &.This was a rare event unmatched in human history; 
such was the powerful influence of Islam on the Ans dr, The worldly belongings and 
wealth were less important to them than the reward in Akhirah. 

The Atifflr practically shared their property with the Mululjirtin equally on the basis of 
a shared faith. It sounds too good to be true, hut it is the fact of Islamic history. 

Muhammad & became the leader of the city With the cementing of the bond of 
brotherhood, he had virtually inaugurated the Islamic; society. Madfnah was now the 
capital of the Islamic community the first Islamic state. 

The Islamic State of Madfnah knew no distinction between the ruler and his 
subjects. Every citizen enjoyed equal rights, Islam does not recognise any preference 
of One over another except on the basis of piety ftaqwR). “The noblest among you to 
Allah is the one who is the most pious ” says the Qur'an (49:13). In the Islamic state of 
Madtnah there was no discrimination on the basis of colour, class or descent. 

The Madfnan Treaty between the Muslims and the Jews 

After laying the foundations of the Islamic state, Allah’s messenger took steps to 
secure its internal peace, A treaty was drawn up between the Muslims (the Mttlnjjirfln 
and the Anfir) and the Jews of Madtnah (then still known as Yatlmh) on the instructions 
of Prophet Muhammad Sf. It joined the various communities living in Madtnah as a 
single community, offering mutual support and protection, based on justice and 
kindness.The Prophet ^ ensured this unique treaty was written down. An English 
translation of the treaty is given here: 

In the name of Allah, the most Merciful, the most Kind. 

T his is a document from Muhammad, the Prophet ^ for the believers and the Muslims 
from the Quraish andVathrib, and whoever follows them, joins (hem and lights alongside them; 
they are a single community (Ummah), apart from all other people . The Muhdjirttn of the 
Quraish are in charge of their oum affairs , paying collectively among themselves the blood money 
(compensation paid to the relatives of a murdered person) they incm They pay for the release of 
those taken prisoner from among them, with the familiar kindness and justice of the believers. 

The Bcmfl ‘Awf according to their present custom shall pay the blood money as they have 
been paying before (i.e. before Islam). Every clan shall pay for the release of its prisoners unfit 
the familiar kindness and justice of the believers. 

The treaty goes on here to repeat these last words with each of the AnsSr clans and 
every house including: Band Stl'idah, Band al-Hfirith, Band Jttsham, Bat/P an-Najjitr, 
Band 'Amru bin ‘Auf Bonn an-Nablt and Bant 3 al-Aw$. It then continues 

The believers shall not leave any one of them destitute without reasonably helping him in 
the payment of blood money or ransom. No believer shall take as an ally the freedman of 
another believer without the permission of his previous master ; 
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All pious believers (those with taqwff) stand together against anyone amongst themselves 
who transgresses or is guilty of oppression or indulges in an act of sin or aggression or 
corruption. They shall stand together against him even though In may he the son of any 
one of them. 

No believer shall kill another believer in retaliation for the killing of an unbeliever, nor shall 
he support an unbeliever against a believer. Just as Alulh 5 Protection is One ; so all bclicwrs 
shall stand behind the commitment of protection given by even the twakest of them. Believers 
arc one another's friends to the exclusion of outsiders. Any Jew who joins us shall have out 
support and equal rights with us, suffering no oppression and fearing no alliance against him. 
The peace of the believers is one: no believer shall make a peace agreement to the exclusion of 
another believer in fighting for Allah's cause unless this agreement applies to all of them equally 
and fairly. In every military expedition , each group shall follow another The believers must 
retaliate it the blood of any one of them is shed in the way of Allah.The pious believers follow 
the best and straightest guidance. 

No mushrik (one who make partners with Allah) shall extend protection to any property or 
any person belonging to the Quraish, nor shall he stand beturen them and any believer. 
W hoever is convicted o f killing a believer deliberately and without good reason shall be subject 
to retaliation , unless the victim's next of kin forgoes his right All the believers shall mute 
against the killer but it shall not he lawful for them to do anything other than bring him to 
justice. 

No believer who accepts this agreement and believes in Allah and Last Day shall protect or 
give shelter to any criminal. Anyone who gives such support or shelter to a criminal incurs 
Allah's curse and His anger on the Day of Judgement. No compensation shall be accepted from 
him On whatever you may differ, the matter must be referred for judgement to Allah and to 
Muhammad 

The Jews shall share expenses with the believers as long as they art fighting alongside them. 
The Jews of Batin ( A wf arc one Vmmah with the believers The Jews have their oum religion 
and the Muslims have their own religion; both enjoy the security of their allies , except the 
unjust and criminal among them who hurt but themselves and their families. The Jews of the 
clans of Banfl an-Najjffr, Banff al-HSrith , Banff Sff'idah, Banff Jusham p Banff al-Aws and 
Banff Thaiabah enjoy the same rights as the Jews of Banff ‘Awfjafnah is a branch of Banff 
Iha'labah, who enjoy the same rights. Banff ash-Shutaibah have the same rights as the Jews 
of Banff 1 Auf Fulfilment of these conditions should be a barrier which prevents their violation. 
Whatever applies to the clans of Banff Ilia 'labah also applies to their allies. The families and 
households of the Jews are in the same position as themselves. None of them shall go to uw 
without the permission of Muhammad 4 £. Nothing shall be allowed to prevent retaliation for 
an injury. Whoever murders anyone actually murders himself and brings his household to min, 
with the exception of one who is a victim of injustice. Allah is Guarantor for those who observe 
their undertaking. 

The Jews shad bear their own expenses and the Muslims shall bear their oum expenses. 
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Fach shall assist the other against anyone who fights any party to tins agreement. Their 
relationship shall he one of mutual advice and consultation. Fulfilment of the terms of this 
agreement should prevent its violation. No one is responsible for a sinful action of his ally. The 
wronged must be helped. The Jews are required to share the expenses with the believers as long 
as the war continues. The city of Yathrib shall be a sanctuary to the parties of this agreement. 
Their neighbours shall be treated as themselves as long as they do no harm or commit a sm. No 
woman shall be offered protection without the consent of her family. Anything that takes place 
between the parties to this agreement , or any dispute that may develop between them , shall be 
referred for judgement to Allah and to Muhammad the Messenger of Attih Allah is the 

Guarantor of piety and goodness that is contained in this agreement. Vu Quraish and their 
helpers shall not he given protection. The parties to this agreement shall support each other 
against anyone who attacks Yathrib, If they are called upon to cease hostilities and to enter into 
any peace agreement, then they will do so. If they arc invited to something like that , then the 
believers are required to support it, except with those who fight to suppress the religion . Everyone 
shall have his share from the side to which he belongs. 7 lie Jews of Banfl al-Aws, their own 
people and their allies , haw the same rights and oblations as the parties fo this agreement, 
and this shall be sincerely honoured by the parties to this agreement. Fulfilment ot the terms 
and conditions of this agreement shall prevent their violation. There is no responsibility except 
for one*s own deeds. Allah is the Guarantor if the truth and the goodwill of this agreement. 
Fhis agreement docs not give protection from punishment to the unjust and the criminal, He 
u’fto to fight as well as who slays at home shall he safe unless he is guilty of injustice or 
sin. Allah is the Protector of those who fulfil their pledges and the pious, and so is Muhammad 
the Messenger of Allah St.* 

This treaty, which Prophet Muhammad ££ concluded in the seventh century CE, 
shows the importance Islam places on freedom of faith and expression, and the 
sanctity of human life and property. It also demonstrates the upholding of justice, 
equality and fairness.This unique document also forbade exploitation, injustice, crime 
and violation of treaty terms. This agreement, drawn up. fourteen centuries ago, 
undoubtedly demonstrates the extraordinary statesmanship and the wisdom of the 
last and final messenger ofAllnh 

The building of the mosque in Madinab 

The Prophet ££ now decided to build a mosque in Madfuah. Soon, work began at 
a place which was purchased from the orphan brothers who owned it, Suhaii and 
Said, the sons of Rafi ( bin Ahf ( Amr aPBalawl This was the place where the Prophet's 
camel had first knelt before it finally knelt in front of the house of AbnAyynb af 
An$ZlrJ, The Prophet's residence was built next to the mosque 


* The trails la ton is based on the Arabic version ot\Ts-.S7rjfm/ Nabawiyyah - 1 bn I lisluimVol I pp 1 Of* - IDS, 
Darul Jil. Beirut 1975. 
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Muhammad himself took part in the construction as an ordinary labourer. In 
fact it was difficult to identify him from other workers on the site. Muhammad & 
never hesitated to do any ordinary work. He used to mend his own clothes, repair 
his own shoes, do the shopping and milk the goats. In this respect he left for us a 
shining example to emulate. 

Adhan (Call to Prayer) 

You have already learnt that §alah five times a day was laid down for Muslims at the 
time of the Mi* raj (the Ascent). In Madlnah ,Muslims were now a cohesive and united 
community and the Prophet felt it necessary to call the believers to offer $alah in 
congregation. Usually during this time, the Muslims would collect themselves together 
for Salah when the time came. Many suggestions were put forward about how to 
announce the $al<lh time When ' Abdullah bin Zaid bin Tha'labah told Prophet 
Muhammad ^ of a dream which he had seen, the Prophet ^ confirmed that the 
dream was a true vision willed byAllah.The Prophet ££ then asked Bilal, the Abyssinian 
Muslim who had a sonorous voice, to use those words which ‘ Abdullah heard in his 
dream to call the Muslims to Salah. The words were: 

Allah is the Greatest! (four times) 

I bear witness that there is no god except Allah (twice) 

I bear witness that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah (twice) 

Rush to prayer! (twice) 

Rush to success! (twice) 

Allah is the Greatest! (twice) 

There is no god except Allah. 

When 'Umar bin al-Khatfab heard the words used by Bilal, he rushed to Prophet 
Muhammad £& and told him that he too had seen the same dream. 

This is the Adhan (the call to prayer) and Bilal bin Rabah thus became the first 
Mu’adhdhin of Islam, The introduction of Adhan, with its beautiful and magnetic 
appeal, made possible the pronouncement of the Greatness of Allah five times a day 
in Madlnah. This system ot Adhan is still in use in all Muslim countries. The rhyme 
and rhythm of the words used are wonderful and inspiring.The Arabic words for the 
Adhan are given on pages 44-45. 

More Islamic Duties Laid Down 

Madlnah , the first Islamic state, began to thrive under the unique and dynamic 
leadership of Muhammad «£ The Islamic society of Madlnah needed more guidance 
and training from the messenger of Allah for its development, welfare and prosperity. 
This society, which was passing through its infant stage, made a tremendous and 
lasting contribution to the history of mankind. 

The programme of training introduced during the second and third yean of the Hijrnli 
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included s Smmi (fasting in the month of Ramadan), Zaktilt (welfare contribution) and the 
prohibition of drinking wine and transactions involving interest (RibS).Mso during this 
period* laws regarding orphans* inheritance, marriage and the rights of married women 
were revealed. 

In the second year of the Hijrah (during the month of Sha %ln) the direction ot 
prayer (Qibhih) was changed by revelation from Baitui Maqdis in Jerusalem to al- 
Ka %ih in Makkah (2:144). 

Hard Task 

The Islamic society was growing and the task of making it: strong* solid and dynamic 
also continued. 1 hiring this time Muhammad was vittually fighting on four fronts; 

t) to maintain cohesion and discipline among the rank and file of the Islamic society; 
ti) to guard against the intrigues and conspiracies of the Hypocrites (MmUftqdtt); 
lii) to remain alert to the dangers from the Quraish of Makkah, and 
iv) to remain vigilant about the sinister motives of the Jews of Madtnah. 

History shows how wonderfully Allah’s messenger faced all these dangers and led 
the Islamic state towards more and more success and to the eventual victory over all 
other systems of his time 

The duty of the final messenger of Allrth was to make Allahs Dfti (Allah’s system) 
victorious and supreme over all other man-made systems and laws (9:33,4H:28, 61:9} 

The Battle of Badr (624 CE) 

Muhammad was a brilliantly wise and an exceptionally practical man. Almighty 
Allah made him so. He took steps to counter the dangers from both inside and 
outside the city of Madlnah. I le left no stone unturned to make the small community 
ot Muslims a solidly united force, to combat any threat to its existence. 

He had very' little human and material resources. The economy of Madtnah was under 
strain from absorbing die migrants from Makkah , but the messenger of Allah was fill! of 
hope and confidence. He was sure that Allah’s help would be coming at the right moment. 
What the Muslims needed more was the strength of faith, rather than the material 
resources.The strength of faith (ImUti) supported by actions (A‘mdl) was far more important. 

I he unbelievers of Makkah were raging with anger at the comparative safety of 
the Muslims in MadJttah. All their previous attempts to finish ofFAfn/wHinidd ^ had 
failed. Their trade route to ash-Shdm was now within easy reach of the Muslims. They 
became restless and were simmering with anger within themselves, unable to find a way 
to tackle Muhammad Ijf They were desperately looking for some excuse to attack the 
new Islamic society' and get rid of it once and for all. 

Such was the situation when news came of an unusual caravan of about a thousand 
camels laden with goods and arms travelling to Makkah from ash-Shilm. The leader 
of the caravan was Abu Sufytln — a chief ot the Quraish of Makkah. Abu Sufydn feared 
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there might be an attack from the Muslims and lost no time in sending exactly such 
a message to Makkah. Soon an army of a thousand was ready to inarch on to Madltiah 
to attack the Muslims. 

News of the Makkan army reached the Prophet ^ and he decided to confront 
them outside Madltiah with the help of Allah.The aggression of the unbelievers must 
not go unchallenged. A small army of three hundred and thirteen people, including 
young teenagers, ill-equipped with arms and ammunition, started from MadTnah 
under the Prophets command and camped at a place called Badr, 128 km south west 
of Madltiah. The Muslim army had only a few horses and a small quantity of armour 
but they had courage, valour and determination and above all, an unwavering faith 
in Allah’s help.They knew they were on the right side. 

Meanwhile, Ahfl Sufyfin’s caravan changed its route and was out of any danger. 
However the Makkan army would not leave until they had finished off the Muslims. 
An encounter between the two armies took place on the 17th day of Ramadan 
2 AH. 

The Muslims responded to the Makkan attack with unmatched bravery and 
determination.They repelled the Makkan army and the unbelievers were decisively 
defeated. They left seventy dead and another seventy were taken as prisoners of war 
by the Muslims. 

The Battle of Badr proved beyond doubt that real strength lies in faith in Allah and not in 
arms and ammunition. The battle decided the future course of history for the Muslims. 

On that day, in spite of their meagre resources, the soldiers of the truth were 
triumphant and the military might of falsehood was humiliated, defeated and tarnished. 
"Truth prevails, falsehood vanishes,” declares the Qur\ln (17:81). Indeed, the victory at 
Badr was possbile only with Almighty Allah’s help and mercy (8:17). Of course, the 
Muslims, under the leadership of Prophet Muhammad fought valiantly with total 
reliance on Allah. 

In the battle of Badr, each Muslim soldier had to face three infidels, because the 
size of the Makkan army was three times that of the Muslim army Still the Muslims 
won. Defeat for the Muslims in this battle would have proved fatal.The Makkans left 
this battle with a grudge, defeated and humiliated. Another encounter could not be 
far off. 

The Battle of Uhud (625 CE) 

The Makkans could not forget the shattering blow inflicted on them by the Muslims 
at Badr. They were very thirsty for revenge.The year that followed was their year of 
preparation. 

The Muslims were consolidating the gains they had made at Badr and strengthening 
their community ties. The Prophet & sent messengers and delegations to various 
parts of Arabia during this time. 
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In the battle, the enemy violated all norms of civilised behaviour They mutilated 
the dead bodies of Muslims and Hind , the wife of Ahn Sufydn. was so terrible that she 
took out the liver of Hamzah and chewed it raw. 

By the end of the day the regrouped Muslim army was ready for a counter attack, 
hut die Makkan army had already left, satisfied that they had taken revenge for Badr. 

On his return to Madlnah , the Prophet 2k sent out a contingent of Muslims to 
pursue the Makkans, to ensure that they did not come back.When Ahn Sufy&n heard 
of it, he quickened his pace to Makkah. 

The overall result was almost a draw — neither side could claim victory. But the 
battle had some very costly lessons for the Muslims. The disobedience and indiscipline 
of the archers at the mountain pass, spurred on by their love for the spoils of war 
(booty), caused the Muslims to suffer badly in a battle which they had almost won. 
How costly the love of worldly things was! Love for this world should not distract us 
from our true goal of salvation and reward in the Akhirah. 

Discipline and obedience to the commander are very important in a battlefield. 
Had the fifty archers under 'Abdullah hinjuhair not disobeyed him, the outcome of 
the battle of Uhud would have been different. 

The Battle of AhzBb or Khandaq (627 CE) 

Muhammad ££ had a very busy life. Hardly a day passed without some incident taking 
place somewhere in the new state. Skirmishes, plots, conspiracies and violations of treaties 
were rife. So was the molesting and mockery of the Muslims and the Prophet All this 
happened by the collusion of the Jews and Makkan infidels. 1 hey joined together against 
the Muslims. 

The Jewish tribe of Band Nadir violated treaty obligations and plotted to kill the 
Prophet so action had to be taken against them. They were given the option: 
either fight or be deported. At first they refused to leave Madlnah but later they were 
expelled for their treachery. They moved to Khaibar and turned the place into an 
enemy den against the Muslims.They incited the Makkans to make a new offensive 
against the Muslims and try decisively to finish them off. 

Btidr had been a fatal blow to the dreams of the Makkans; at Uhud, their mission 
remained unfulfilled. But it gave them encouragement to launch another attack, because 
the impression they had of the Muslims at &idr had changed at Uhud, Incitement by 
Baud Nadir added fuel to their evil objectives. 

Emissaries were sent on secret trips between the Makkans and the Nadirites. Finally 
an agreement was reached about the new' assault on Madlnah. Forces were gathered 
to make the assault, drawing on people from Makkah, Chafafyn, Wif Fazara and 
other towns. 

News of these sinister moves reached the Prophet 2k, and he consulted his 
companions about the preparations to counter the latest enemy offensive.The decision 
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AU ‘A h to, one of the uncles of the Prophet still lived in Mah kali though he 
accepted Islam. 1 Its feelings for his nephew and the Muslims were very strong. He 
was watching all the preparations the unbelievers were making and sent an envoy to 
Muhammad Ufa in Madlnah with the details of the Makkans’ preparations for war. 

The Prophet # received news that an army three thousand strong, including two 
hundred horsemen, was marching towards Madlnah. Muhammad called for the 
elders and consulted them on the matter.The elders of Madlnah, among them An fat 
and Muhajirfln , favoured defence from inside Madia ah hut the younger men, vibrant 
with their youthful energy and vigour, wanted combat outside A Wfuah.Thev saw it 
as an opportunity to be a Shahid (martyr) for Allah’s Din. 1 hose elder companions of 
the Prophet 4? who could not participate in Badr also favoured combat outside. 
Abdullah bin Uhayy bin Salt 7/,leader of the Khazraj tribe, did not want combat outside 
the city. 

After Jumu'ah prayer one Friday, the Prophet started out for Mount Uhud with 

an army of one thousand.When the Muslim army reached between Madlnah 

and Uhud, Abdulhlh bin Uhayy withdrew with a third of the men. So the Prophet 
had to fight with just seven hundred men. Abdullah bin Uhayy thus became the 
leader of the Munaftqfln (hypocrites). The Quraish of Makkab had already camped 
tliere.The Prophet reached Uhud and after the dawn prayer put the Muslim army 
into position. He took particular care to place fifty archers under the command of 
'Abdullah Imjuhmr to protect a strategic mountain pass and ordered them not to 
leave their position under any circumstances. 

The two armies faced each other in the morning. Fierce fighting broke out and 
soon the Muslim army got the upper hand and the Makkan army was forced to 
retreat. The Muslims captured the supplies and baggage of the Makkans. 

Before the battle was really over, most of the archers stationed in the mountain 
pass left their post and joined in the collection of booty, despite the repeated pleas of 
Abdulhlh hinjubair. This indiscipline provided Klnlltd bin al-Walld,one of the Makkan 
commanders, with a rare opportunity to make a counter attack from the rear. Abdullah 
bin Julmir and six other archers who had not left their position put up a desperate 
fight until, finally, all of them were martyred. 

Khalid’s men took the Muslim army by surprise and soon the Muslims’celebration 
ended in grief.They found themselves surrounded and in the fighting that followed, 
Hamzah , the Prophets uncle and a great warrior, was martyred by Wahshl Many- 
other Muslims became Shahid and the Prophet himself was injured. 

A rumour that Muhammad was dead caused confusion amongst the Muslims, 
draining their morale and leading some of them to flee. The Prophet Qfc was taken 
by some of his followers to a position on the hill, and he called to the Muslims at the 
top of his voice and ordered them to regroup. Before long the scattered and battered 
Muslims regrouped, seeing that the Prophet was alive. 
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The terms of the agreement were apparently against the Muslims, but they 
eventually turned out to he favourable tor them. Later events proved beyond doubt 
that the agreement gave rare opportunities to Muslims to gain decisive victory. 

The Muslims were disheartened but they were soon given the news of victory by 
Allah. It was revealed: "Surely we have granted you a dear victory. “ (48:1) 

We might wonder in what way was this one-sided treaty a victory? The treaty 
eased the long years of tension and made possible communication between the two 
parties. The Makkans could now come to Madfrmh and stay with the Muslims: this 
provided an opportunity for the Muslims to influence the stone-heartedness ot the 
Makkans. In fact, during the years that followed the Hudaibiyah treaty, the number of 
new Muslims increased dramatically. Khslid bin al-1 Valid, ( jj U- ) who later 
became the most famous general in Islamic history, and ‘Ann bin ai- j, jj*s) 

the conqueror of Egypt, became Muslims during this time. 

The treaty proved beyond doubt that the Prophet isfc and the Muslims stood for 
peace. It also paved the way for the escape of the detained Muslims in Makkah, as the 
extradition clause was later dropped on the initiative of the Makkans. 

The Hudaibiyah agreement also opened the way to the conquest of Alafefetih in 630 
CL — the eighth year of Hijrah. 

During die years that followed the Hudaibiyah treaty; the Prophet £$ sent emissaries 
to the Roman Emperor, the Persian Emperor ; the min of Egypt, the King of Abyssinia, the 
chiefs of ash-SInlm and other leaders, inviting them to accept Islam. 

Letter to Heraclius — the Emperor of Byzantine 

I be Prophet asked his companions: is prepared to carry my letter to the ruler of 

Byzantine and be rewarded with Jannah (Paradise)? v A man asked: “Even if he rejects it?” 
'The Prophet i§( replied that the reward would still be his even if He radius rejected 
the message. Dihyah tin K/uifi/a/i, a pleasant and handsome man ot the tribe, 
accepted the Prophets offer, and set forth to carry the Prophets ^ message to 
Heraclius , the Byzantine emperor (Eastern Roman Empire). 

Heradius had just conquered the territory lost to the Persians, who had taken away 
the Holy Cross (crucifix) from Jerusalem. He vowed to restore the crucifix and place 
it in the Church of Jerusalem . He was given a hero's welcome when he came to 
Jerusalem to replace the crucifix , A grand celebration was organised for the occasion. 
It was at this time that Dihyah arrived there to deliver the Prophets $ message, 
which read as follows: 

In the name of Allah, the Most Memful, the Most Kind . 

From Muhammad, the servant of Alfah and Hn Messenger, to Heradius , the ruler of the 
Byzantines. Peace be on those who follow right guidance 1 call on you to believe in Islam. Accept 
Islam and you will be safe and Allah will give you a double reward . If you refuse , you shall 
bear (he responsibility for the Arlans (the followers of Anus, who dewed the Trinity and 
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believed in the oneness of God). And (I recite to youAlldk’s statement). l 0 People of the Book 
(Jews and Christians)! Conte to a word that is just between us and you, that ur wars hop none hat 
Allah and that we associate no partners with Him, and that none of tt$ shall rake others as lords 
beside Alldhllien, if they turn away, sa)\ u Bcar witness that we are Muslims. (Sflmh T verse 64) 
Heradius treated the Prophets ^ representative (envoy) with dignity but he wanted 
to find out for himself about the Prophets & claim. So he ordered his aides to find 
any person from Arabia that he could ask questions about t he Prophet Ahfl Sufydn 

bin hjarb, the Quraish leader who considered the Prophet his enemy, happened to 
he in Gaza with some of his companions on a business trip. They were taken to 
Heradius who asked them through a translator:“Who among you is the closest relative 
of Muhammad who claims to be a Prophet? * Abtl Sufydn said that he was the closest 
relative. Heradius asked Abn Sufydn to come forward and answer his questions. He 
also asked Abn Sufydn s companions to point out it Abn Sufydn would tell any lie. 
Heradius then asked Abn Sufydn a series of questions: 

Heradius: What is his family status amongst you? 

Abn Sufydn: He belongs to a good (noble) family amongst us . 

Heracluis: Was any of his forefathers a king? 

Abn Sufydn: No. 

Heradius: Has anyone among you made a similar claim before himr 

Abn Sufydn: No. 

Heradius: Do the rich or the poor follow linn? 

Abn Sufydn: It is the poor who follow him . 

Heradius: Arc his followers increasing or decreasing' 

Abn Sufydn: They are increasing. 

Heradius: Does any of them become displeased or turn away from his religion after 

having embraced it? 

Aha Sufydn: No. 

Heradius: Have you ever known him to he before he started to make his claim? 

Abn Sufydn: No. 

Heradius: Does he ever betray or break his promises? 

Abn Sufydn: No. We, however ; have a peace agreement with him for the time being, 
and we do not know what he will do (hiring this period. 

Heradius: Have you ever had a war with him? 

Abn Sufydn: Yes. 

Heradius: What was the outcome of your battles? 

Abn Sufydn: Sometimes he was victorious and sometimes ur. 

Heradius: lThat does he order you to do? 

Abn Sufydn: He tells us to worship Allah alone ; and not to worship anything along 
with Him. He tells us not to follow our fore fathers. He commands us to 
pray and to be truthful and chaste and kind to our relations, 


112 


Heradws: 


I asked you about fits family ami your reply was that in belonged to a 
very noble family. In fact ail the Messengers come from noble families 
amongst their respective peoples . Their I asked you whether anyone of his 
ancestors was a king. Your reply was in the negative, and if it had been in 
the affirmative, l would have thought that this wan wanted to take back 
his ancestral kingdom. I questioned you whether anybody else amongst 
you claimed such a thing . your reply was in the negative. If the answer 
had been in the affirmative, I would have thought that this man was 
following the previous man's statement. / then asked you whether the 
rich people followed him or the poor. You replied that it was the poor who 
followed him. And in fact all the Messengers have been followed by this 
very class ofpeople. Then I asked you whether his followers were increasing 
or decreasing. You replied that they were increasing, and in fact this is the 
way of true faith, till it ts complete in all respects. I further asked you 
whether there was anybody who , after embracing his religion, became 
displeased and discarded his religion. Your reply was in the negative, and 
in fact this is (the sign of) true faith, when its delight enters the hearts and 
mixes with them completely. J further asked whether he was ever accused 
of telling lies before he said what he said , and your reply was in /he 
negative. So I wondered how a person who does not tell a lie about others 
could ever tell a he about Allah. I asked you whether he had ever betrayed. 
You replied in the negative and likewise the Messengers never betray. 
Then I asked you what he ordered you to do. You replied that he ordered 
you to worship Allah alone and not to worship any thing along with 
Him and forbade you to worship idols and ordered you to pray ; to speak 
the truth and to be chaste. If what yon have said is true, he anil very soon 
occupy this place underneath my feet and I knew it (from the Scriptures) 
that he was going to appear hut I did not know that he would be front 
you, and if I could reach him definitely I would go immediately to meet 
him and if I were with him, l would certainly trash his feet. 

Heraclius thus was close to accepting Islam, but he did not do so tor fear of the loss 
of his Throne. He therefore sent back a diplomatic reply, pretending that he personally 
accepted Islam but was not in a position to announce this publicly. He sent gifts to 
the Prophet through Dihyah and the Prophet ££ gave them away to the poor 
Muslims in Madlnah. 

Letter to the Negus (an-Najasht) the ruler of Abyssinia 

The Prophet tUfc sent L Amr bin Ununaiyah ad~Damri to the Negus (an-Napshi) about 
Jafar bin AbJlhlib and Ins companions and sent a letter with him.This letter was sent 
before the conquest of Makkah.The translation of the letter is given here: 
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In the name of Allah, the most Merciful, the most Kind, 

From Muhammad, Allah’s messenger, to the Negus, the King of Abyssinia. Peace be with 
you. I praise Allah, the One, the King , the Praised otto, the Peace and the One lilio watches 
over everything . J bear witness that Jesus , soti of Mar)', was Allah’s spirit and His word given 
to Mary ; the Virgin, the chaste. She thus conceived Jesus, whom A Hah created of His own spirit , 
as He created Adam with His oum hand. I call upon you to believe in Allah alone, and not to 
mahe partners with Him, and to His obedience, and to Jollow me and to believe in that which 
has been revealed to me. I am Allah’s messenger and I call upon you and upon your subjects 
and soldiers to believe in Allah, the Almighty. I have thus conveyed my message and given good 
counsel. It is better for you to accept my good counsel. Peace be upon all those who follow true 
guidance. ” 

*Amr bin Ummaiyah ad-Damrt also spoke to the Negus, saying: 

“ You are kind to us as one of us, and me trust you as if we belong to your people.You have 
met all our good expectations and we feared nothing from you whatsoever However, we find in 
your oum words what supports our case. The Bible is our ultimate unlness and /air arbiter 
(judge). There can be no clearer evidence or stronger argument. If you do not submit to its word, 
then your attitude towards the Prophet is like the attitude of the Jews towards Jesus, sou of 
Mary. The Prophet # has sent, envoys to all people, but he has far greater hopes in you than 
in them. He has trusted you with what he has not been able to trust them with, for your history 
of good deeds. Besides, a fine reward awaits you ." 

The Negus sent a reply to the Prophet’s letter: 

In the name of Allah, the most Merciful, the most Kind. 

from the Negus, al-Asham binAbjar ; to Muhammad, Allah's Messenger. Peace of Allah be 
upon you, O Prophet of Allah, and mercy and blessings from Allah, beside Whom there is no 
God, Who has guided me to Islam. I haw received your letter in which you mention about 
Jesus. By the Lord of Heavens and the Earth, Jesus, son of Mary is nothing more than what 
you have stated. We know that mfh which you were sent fo us ami {have extended hospitality 
to your cousin and his companions. I declare that you are Allah s Messenger who tells the truth. 
I pledge my allegiance to you and to your cousin and I have surrendered myself through him to 
the Lwd of all the Universe. ” 

Thus, the Negus became a Muslim, and his was the most favourable response 
received by the Prophet 

The rulers of Persia. Egypt and the chiefs of ash-Sham either ridiculed the 
Prophets envoys or delayed the acceptance of his message on this or that pretext. 

By sending envoys to almost all known areas of his time, the Prophet performed 
his duty of conveying the message of Islam to all the human race of every creed and 
colour. Thus he accomplished his responsibility of being “a mercy to all mankind” 
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was made to face the enemy from within the city and Salmdn al-F&risl, a Persian 
Muslim, advised digging trenches around the city to hold the enemy hordes outside 
the boundary of the city of MadlnakThis novel idea was put into effect. 

Deep, wide trenches were dug around Madlnah and it took twenty days to complete 
the digging. Muhammad & himself took part in the digging. After the trenches had 
been completed, the Prophet jSg placed the Muslims in position to defend the city 
from inside. 

An allied force ten thousand strong marched against Madlnah in the fifth year of 
the Hijrah. The number was so large, it appeared as if the enemy forces were advancing 
from all directions — the north, the south, above and below. They alighted on the 
outskirts of the city beating drums and chanting their war songs. When they found 
themselves separated from the Muslims by the very deep and wide trenches they 
were surprised. 

The enemy could not understand this new war technique. They were greatly 
astounded. They had no other alternative but to wait but how long could they do 
this? 

A boring wait of about four weeks made them very weary, tired and restless. 
Nothing happened during this long seige except a few exchanges of arrows. Some 
desperate attempts to cross the trench were made, but the vigilant and valiant Muslims 
repelled them. 

The stocks of the enemy’s food and other supplies were depleting and they felt 
worried, anxious and undecided about what to do. 

A treacherous plot was now hatched to instigate a surprise attack on the Muslims at 
night by the Jews of the Band Qtmizah who were still in Madlnah at the time. The 
Prophet & heard of the plot and took measures to foil it He sent a message to the Jews 
in Madlnah asking them to think over the consequences of their treachery should the 
allied enemy forces be defeated! After the battle of Ahzfib, the Jews of Band Qtmizah 
were beseiged tor about two to three weeks following which all male adults were killed 
on a judgement by Sa‘d< chief of the Aws tribe, an ally of the Quraizah. 

Allah, the Almighty, is always with the lovers of Truth. His help is crucial for success. 
The Muslims beseiged in Madlnah badly needed such help. Indeed, they did get that help 
at the time chosen by Almighty Allah. 

The weather changed suddenly. Strong winds, thunder and heavy rain storms 
made the enemy flee in disarray. Soldiers were trampled under the feet of the horses 
and camels in the rush.The hordes eventually fled in a wild frenzy. What a scene it 
must have been! And what a timely intervention by Allnh! He is the Most Powerful 
and the Most Wise. He does what He chooses (85:16), 

The enemies were greatly dispirited, while the Muslims were equally relieved and 
elated.The Muslims expressed their gratitude to Allnh, the Merciful, for His timely 
help and mercy. 
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Hudaibiyah Agreement (628 CE) 

In the sixth year of the Hijrah (), the Prophet Ifc announced his intention to pay 
a visit to al-Ka‘bah in Makkah for a short pilgrimage (‘Unwin JLp). He set out with 
1400 of his followers who were under strict orders not to carry any weapons, except, 
their travellers swords. 

The (jurats li ot Makkah knew full well that the only purpose of the Prophet’s visit 
was for pilgrimage, but how could they let the Muslims enter Makkah when they 
had not been able to enter Madtnah? The Muslims, they decided, must be stopped. 

Plans were put in hand.The top generals — Khtllid and ‘Ikrimah 2U — were 
alerted to he ready with their armies to stop the Prophet and his followers from 
entering Makkah. 

The Muslims continued their journey to Makkah until they had reached a place 
called Hudaibiyah . Steps were taken to find out what sort of mood the Quraish 
were in; it was clear they were in no mood to let the Muslims into Makkah, they 
were in the mood for a battle. 

The Quraish on their part gathered information about the strength and armoury 
of the Muslims and realised they had come for no other purpose than the pilgrimage 
to al-Ka‘bah. Envoys were sent from each side. The Prophet ifc made his intentions 
crystal clear to the Quraish through his envoy but the Quraish misbehaved with the 
Muslim envoy and threatened the Muslims. 1 he patience of the Muslims was put to 
a severe test.They could teach the Quraish a good lesson even with their travellers 
swords, but Allah’s Prophet £!& ordered them to show extreme restraint. 

The Quraish were determined not to allow the Muslims into Makkah for the 
pilgrimage that year. They made it an issue of prestige and pride. It was humiliating 
for tlie Muslims, but what could they do? Allah’s messenger was their leader and all 
Ins steps were guided by Allah, so they had to be followed. 

Eventually, after intense negotiations, an agreement between the Quraish and the 
Prophet & was signed. This agreement is the Hudaibiyah agreement. 

The terms of the agreement were: 

a. The Muslims would not visit Makkah that year ; but would come a year later and remain 
there for three days only : 

!>. There would he one-sided extradition — the Makkans taking refuge with the Prophet 
would he handed over on demand to the Quraish, but Muslims taking refuge in Makkah 
would not be handed over to the Prophet 

c. There would be peace for ten years and during this period Muslims could go to Makkah 
and Tahf and the Quraish could go to ash- Sham through the Muslim areas . 

d. Each party would remain neutral in the event of a war between the other and a third party 

e. Any tribe wishing to sign an agreement with either the Muslims or the Quraish would be 
able to do so. 


The Conquest of Makkah (630 CE) 

In the seventh year of the Hijrah , an expedition was made against the Jews of Band 
Nadir who had been expelled to Khaibar. Khaibar became the centre of anti-fsl3mic 
activities and the Prophet decided to take action against the trouble-makers 
there. After a long seige and protracted battles in a number of different places, the 
fortress of the Jews was conquered. 

The strength of the Muslims was ever on the increase and new followers were 
joining.The Hudaihiyah treaty gave freedom to the tribes to make agreements with 
either the Quraish or the Muslims.The tribe of if mfl K!mz<l \ih sided with the Muslims, 
while Band Bakr went on the side of the Qww/.Wi. 

Two years after the agreement, Bonn Bakr attacked Banfl Khuzd 'ah while they were 
asleep. Band Khuzk'ah took refuge in al-Ka*bah, but were butchered in the sacred area of 
al-Ka'bah. The news of this violation of the treaty reached the Prophet and he sent an 
ultimatum to the Quraish asking them to accept any of the following options: 

/. to pay compensation for the victims of the Bonn KhuzB'ah; 

2. to with draw their support for Band Bakr; 
f to declare that the liudaibiyah agreement rto longer holds valid. 

The Quraish did not agree to the first two options and declared the Hudaihiyah 
treaty to he null and void.The Prophet $ then had no alternative but to take action 
against the Quraish. He set forth for Makkah with an army of ten thousand and took 
care to see that the news of his advance remained a secret. Ir was the tenth of the 
month of Ramacfatt, in the eighth year of the Hijrah. 

The Quraish had no power to resist the mighty Muslim advance. All the famous 
warriors were now on the Muslim side How could the Qrmm/i fight? They were 
totally demoralised by the might of the Muslim army. 

Abu Stifyifn. the arch-enemy of the Prophet ^, saw that there was no route to escape. 

1 le asked al- ‘Abbas, the Prophets uncle, to take him to the Prophet Muhammad ® 
granted an unconditional pardon to Abu SttfyRn. Such a generous person was the final 
messenger of Allah to his arch-enemy. Abn Sufyan embraced Islam on this occasion. 

The Muslim army entered Male hah without any unfavourable incident. Inside, 
Makkans locked themselves within their homes and only a few who were unable to 
accept the new situation put up vain resistance. 

The Prophet ® declared a general amnesty for the entire community of Makkah. 
He forgave them for their past crimes. It was a unique scene! The Quraish could not 
believe it! But even if they were unable to understand, it was the beauty and splendour 
of Islam which Muhammad S. Allah s messenger, was trying to make them understand 
and follow. Now they saw it with their own eyes. It was Muhammad & whom they 
compelled to migrate, called a sorceror, a madman and an apostate; it was the same 
Muhammad who granted a pardon to them at the crucial time of their utter helplessness. 

Now Makkah was safe, peaceful and free ot vengeance and enmity. Everyone enjoyed 
peace and happiness in their hearts. 
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T he conquest of Makkah without any bloodshed is one of the most memorable 
events in Islamic history. T he amnesty granted by the Prophet was unique and 
unmatched. The greatness of Islam and its Prophet is proved splendidly in the 
conquest of Makkah Where can you find an example of such forgiveness and mercy? 
It is only in Islam, which ensures real peace, happiness and contentment of heart. 

The Prophet stayed in Makkah until the 9th day of ,S/;»inw7/ in the eighth year of 
the Hijrah 

The Farewell Address 

The Prophet completed his mission and the duty given to him by Allah. He had 
endured every sort of trial and tribulation for the sake of lus Master and Creator. For 
twenty long years he left no stone unturned and did everything he could to make 
the rule of Allah supreme on earth. He carried out t his difficult duty on the soil of 
Arabia, a country which was most reluctant to accept the rule of the One God, Allah. 

The system to guide the whole human race for all time was now complete. The 
Prophet 4$ could fed that his days were coming to an end. 

After the performance of his last Hajj, he delivered his farewell speech at ‘A rafilt 
before about 120,000 of his followers. This speech was one of the most memorable 
and important for its contents in the history of Prophet Muhammad's tOp life. 

The Prophet 4& delivered the speech sitting on his camel and his devoted followers 
listened intently to every word of it. Praising and thanking Allah, Muhammad S, the 
last and final messenger of Allrth said: 

“O people, listen to my words carefully, for I know not whether / would meet you again on 
such an occasion. 

O people, just as you regard this month, this day this city as sacred, so regard the life and 
property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Remember that you will indeed appear before Allah 
and answerJor your actions. 

Return the things kept with you as a trust (Amtlnah) to their rightful owners . Ail dues of 
interest shall stand cancelled and you will have only your capital back; Allah has f orbidden 
interest, and I cam el the dues of interest payable to my uncle at-Abbas bin Abdul Muffatib. 

O people, your wives have a certain right over you and you have certain rights over them . 
Treat them well and be kind to them, for they are your partners and commited helpers. 

Beware of Satan, he is desperate to divert you from the worship of Allah, so beware of him 
m matters of your religion. 

O people, listen carefully! All the believers are brothers, You are nor allowed to take the 
things belonging to another Muslim unless he gives it to you willingly 

O people, none is higher than the other unless he is higher in obedience to Allah , No Arab 
is any superior to a non-Arab except in piety. 

O people, reflect on my words. / leave behind me two things, the Qur'an and my example 
(Sun nah), and if you follow these, you will not fail. 
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Listen to me carefully / Worship A 111 It and offer Salih , observe $awm m the month of 
Ramadan and pay Zaklh. 

O people, be mindful oj those who work under you. Ired and clothe them as you feed and 
clothe yourselves 

O people ; no prophet or messenger will come after me and no new faith will emerge 
All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others, and those to others again . ” 
He then faced the heavens and asked, “Have l conveyed the message of Allah to you , 0 
people?” I he audience answered in one voice, "Yfe, you have: Allah is the witness , ” 

As the Prophet finished the following revelation came to him: 

“Today I have perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon you and have 
chosen for you Islam as the my of life.” (5:3) 

May the Almighty Allah bless us with His Mercy and His ever-flowing Kindness to 
follow His Din only for His sake and only to seek His Pleasure. May He grant us the 
ability to think of our death and shape our life emulating the excellent example of the 
last and final messenger of Allah, Muhammad — the mercy to all creation. Amin. 

The Sad News 

Back in Madtnah, the Prophet was taken ill. His health deteriorated and the illness 
became life-threatening. He was unable to lead $aklh. So, he asked Abu Bah\ his 
closest friend, to lead the $al&h in his place. 

During his last days of illness, he had terrible headaches and a high fever. The 
illness eventually ended the Prophet 4£.tbe most illustrious personality in the history 
of mankind. 

It was heart-breaking news for the Muslims. At first, they could not believe it: 
Vmar bin Al-Khattab , one of the dose companions of the Prophet became so 
furious on hearing the news that he threatened to kill anyone who said Muhammad 
was dead, tt was the depth of his love and attachment to the Prophet that 
made him behave tins way. 

1'he Prophet ££ was a man (18:110). He was mortal 1 le died. However painful, 
sad and upsetting the news was for the Muslims, they had to believe it Abtl Bah, pale 
and saddened with grief, went in and kissed the Prophets 4# forehead. He came out 
weeping to the waiting crowd outside the mosque. He heard what dltnar had said. 
He addressed the crowd with tears in his eyes but with a firm voice: 

“Surely he who worshipped Muhammad should know that Muhammad is dead, but he who 
worshipped Allah should know that Allah is alive and never dies. ” 

He then recited the verse of the Quran, “Muhammad is but a messenger and messengers 
have passed away before him . Will it be that when he dies or is slain you will turn back on your 
heels? He who turns back does no harm to Allah and Allah will reward the thankful.” (3:144) 
These w ords of Aba Bakr brought the Muslims back to face the hard reality, and 
gave them the confidence and hope they needed. Allah was there to help them and 
the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet were there to guide them. 
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Muhammad ife, Allah's last messenger on earth and excellent example for mankind, 
breathed Ins last on 12 RahViil AwutZll, 11 AH (8th June, 632 CE),at the age of sixty- 
three, 

"hum iill til i i hw inuB ilaihi rilji'On. ” 

“Truly to Allah wc belong and to Him we shall return.” (2:156) 

Mission Accomplished 

The victory at Makkalt was followed by an expedition led by Khalid to demolish the 
Temple of al-‘lJzzZl, the battle of Hutuiiti , the seige of 7<Vi/~and the battle of Tabflk. 
During the last two years of the Prophets life, laws regarding Zaknhjizyah (a tax on 
non-Muslims, who were exempt from paying Zakllh and performing Jihad, to provide 
for their security) , Hajj and interest dealings were revealed 

Muhammad had a mission, a goal to achieve. It was to make the Law of Allah 
hold supreme in all human affairs. His duty was to call people to worship Allah alone 
and none other. His task was to form a society based on the worship of Allah, 
obedience to Tau'hld, belief in Risdlah and a firm conviction in the Akhirah. 

Muhammad the Prophet of Allah, superbly accomplished his assigned mission. 

1 le started preaching in the centre of idolatry, suffered torture, faced strong opposition, 
tolerated harassment and finally had to leave his own home and birth place for the 
sake of the truth and the pleasure of Allah, the Creator. 

He fought evil and untruth and never compromised on matters of basic principles. 

1 le was offered all kinds of worldly allurements and temptations, but he ignored and 
rejected all such traps and went on unceasingly to achieve his assigned duty 

1 le practised meticulously what he preached. His character and demeanour had a 
magnetic quality about them. 1 hs conduct and behaviour impressed even his bitterest 
enemy. He had a superb personality His life is the perfect example of total obedience 
to Allah’s commands. 

He was loved by his companions more than anybody else. His was the life of an 
unrivalled leader, teacher, general, statesman, husband, father, friend and brother; 
and, above all, a true and most obedient servant of Allah. 

When he had to fight, he fought for the Truth and never violated the principles of 
war. 1 le showed the highest degree of patience in the face of the strongest provocation 
and incitement. He loved his companions so deeply that they did not hesitate to give 
their lives at his call. 

Muhammad's life is the shining example for us to follow. He left for us teachings 
for all areas and affairs of our life. His life is the complete embodiment of Isllm, 
based on the Qnr’tfn, the complete book of guidance from Allah. 

Muhammad was sent as a Prophet to show mankind the best way to worship 
Allah. During his twenty three years as Allah s messenger he fulfilled this duty perfectly 
and meticulously. 
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Prophet Muhammad's ££ Life at a Giance 

Life at Makkah ^5^4 \ <dL>- 

Hirtli (jiLii) 571 CE (see footnote on page 85). l ather ‘Abdullnh died before the 
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Prophet’s birth. 

6 years of age Death of mother Aminah. 
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15 

16 

24 

25 
35 


Grandfather ‘Abdul Muftalib died. 

First business trip to ash-Slulm (Syria). 
Hcnlnil i'ipr. 

Member of Hilful Fudnl. 

Second business trip to ash-Siulm. 
Marriage with Kfindljnli. 

Settlement of al-Hajarul Asrnd dispute. 
Prophethood in 610 CE. 


40 

1st year of 

prophethood Fajr and ‘Asr prayers 2 rak Ahs each. 
1 st—3rd year 


wiuii *vj 

J1 dy 

j_^t jL j 

^Cllt JC 

Li—Jlf 55 ^ *►(*} 
} yJ y yd-' «Jr » y J K»S 

^Wj 


Secret preaching of Islam at al-Arqam’s house. pSjVi > 

3rd year Open call to Islnm from Mount Jus. jiki 

3rd—5th year Hostility of Makkan infidels. JJ* c .* ijUJi 

5th year Migration of Muslims to Abyssinia (Ethiopia). -uLEi jl 

6th year / lamzah and T/mar accept Ishm^l,) 1 ! j \ jh&>\ J JU\ 5.* j J 

7th—9th year Boycott and confinement by Makkan infidels at Shiiri Abf Jhlih, 

JJ tJ\W J Jf _>La^ 

10th year Year of Sorrow - uncle Abfl Jcllib and wife Khadljah died 

*^,..0- ■wjUoj*' dj-Ji ~ 

10th year Visit to 111'if. JsfUjlillji 
lOtli year MPr£j (27 Rajiih) — five times daily $aldh made obligatory. 

J*yj fw j*j tv) 

1 I tli year First covenant of a\- \Aqabah , 621 CE. (y\*M JJJh ^ ^ 

12th year Second covenant of al- ‘Aqabah, 622 CE. ( r *v?t) ££11 ^ **1 

13th year Hijrah to Yathrib (MadJnah) 622 CE (27 Safari, 
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Life at Madlnah 


1st Hijrah Arnv.il at Qub<X\ 8 RabVul Aimdl. 

Arrival at Madlnah on a Friday in 622 CE. 
Treaty with the Jews, 

Construction of aRMasjidm Nahau*. 
Establishment of the first Islamic State 
2nd Hijrah Jihad ordained (12 $afar). 

Adluln and Zaksh introduced. 

Change of Qiblah revealed (15 Sha*bSn)\^ 
Ramaddn prescribed as month of fasting, 

‘Tdul Fitr (I Slunwttil). 

Battle of Badr (17 Ramadan). 

Marriage of 'All and ftifimah. after Badr. 

Siege of Batin QaimupV. 

3rd Hijrah 1st restriction on drinking wine revealed. ^ 
Battle of Uhud (5 Slumnrtll). 

First order about Riba (interest) revealed. 
Revelation of laws about orphans, 
inheritance, marriage and the r ights of wives. 
MU Hijrah Order of Hijab for women revealed. 

Revelation of prohibition on drinking wine. 

MU Hijrah Battles of Dawmatu!Jatidal and Band al-Mustaiiq 
Laws about adultery and slander revealed. 

Battle of Ahzdb. 

Punishment of Banff Quraizah. 

6 th Hijrah Hudaibiyah agreement. 
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Kfiflfitf bin al-WM and 'Amt bin al- ( A$ accept Istai^yCy. 


7th Hijrah 


Nth Hijrah 


9th Hijrah 


10 th Hijrah 
11 th Hijrah 


Letters to rulers of different countries. 

Siege of Khaibar. 

Performance of postponed ‘ Vmrah. 

Laws about marriage and divorce revealed. 

Battle of Mu ’tali. 

Conquest of Makkah (20 Ramadan). 

Battle of Hunain (month of Shawutfl). 

Siege of Jft } if 

Final order prohibiting Riba (interest) revealed 
Battle of Tabdh. 

Order ofjizyah (a tax on non-Muslims) revealed. . 
IJajj prescribed. 

Farewell address (9 Dhul Hi 
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Death of Muhammad §Lthe Final Messenger of Alin h, on 12 RabVul 
Hveienl (632 CE). ss ^ ^ 
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what did you learn? (3a) 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. Where and when was Muhammad born? 

2. Who were his father and mother? 

3. What does the name Muhammad mean? 

4. Describe the rebuilding of ~al-Ka‘bah. 

5. What other names were given to Muhammad because of his good character? 

6 . Name his first wife. How old were they when they got married? 

7. Name Muhammad's children. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Describe Muhammad's meeting with BalifrU? 

2. How might the important events of Muhammad's childhood experiences have 

taught him compassion? 

3. What was the Hiljul Fudal? 

4. What do you think impressed Khadtjah about Muhammad 4fc? 

5. What were the titles given to Muhammad by the Makkans before he became 
a prophet? What was ironic about their attitude after he became a prophet? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1 . What do you think were the main qualities in the Prophet s character that 
made him a suitable person to receive prophethood. 

2. Discuss the role of young Muhammad ^ in social welfare activities. What lessons 
can you learn from this? 

3. Choose some of the key events in Muhammad's early life before prophethood, 
and explain their implications for his later life. 
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what did you learn? (3b) 




Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. When and how did Muhammad £& become a prophet of Allah? 

2. How is the story of ‘All and the Dinner such a good example for young Muslims? 

3. Who was an Najflshl? How did the Muslims convince him to give them his 
protection? 

A. Describe the story about ‘l Jmar’s acceptance of Islam. Why was it such an important 
event in the history of the early Muslims? 

5. Write down the names of five early male Muslims and five female Muslims. 

6 . Why did Prophet Muhammad have to leave Makkah? 

7. Describe the Hijrah of the Prophet 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. When and where did Muhammad £& receive the revelation from Allah? 

2. Describe in your own words how ten year old ‘All accepted Islam. 

3. Write a newspaper article describing the story of the Prophet on Mount 
Sap. 

4. What were the chief results (bad and good) of the Prophet starting to preach 

in public? 

5. Discuss the ways in which the Quraish tried to make the Prophet give up his 
mission. Why do you think they did not work ? 

6 . What were al-lsra' and a!-Mi ‘raj? 

7. Why dul the prophet 4§£ leave Makkah ?-What is this important event called? 

8 . Describe the Prophets $ emigration to Madlnah. Why was this a turning point 
in the spread of Islam? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Describe the circumstances that led to the Hijrah of Prophet Muhammad 
from Makkah to Madlnah. 

2. Discuss the reasons behind the hostility of the Makkans to the message of Prophet 
Muhammad 

3. Write an account of al-Mi‘raj and explain its significance. 
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what did you learn? (3c) 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 . What is the meaning of: 

a. Muhiljirttti b.Antfr 

2. What was the first Qiblah (direction of prayer), and what was it changed to? 

3. Which uncle of the Prophet Sfc was martyred during the battle of Ufyud? 

4. Who was Salmon a1-FHmJ, and how did he help the Muslims prepare for the 
battle of Ahzab? 

5. Write about what happened during al-Mi 4 rJj. 

6 . Imagine you witnessed the conquest of Makkah bv the Muslims. Describe what 
you would have seen. 

7. When did Prophet Muhammad die? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Why did Madfnah become so important to Muslims everywhere? 

2. Why was Adhati introduced? Write the sentences which are said loudly at the 
time of Adhiln in English. 

3. How did the Prophet ensure solidarity between the Mulhljirflu and Attfilr in 
Madfnah? 

4. Write in your own words about the Hudaihiyah agreement. 

5. (five some examples from the Prophets life in Madfnah that show Islam's 
rejection of any form of racism. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Write an account of the battle of Badr and comment on the outcome of this 
battle. 

2 What vital lessons should we learn from the battle of Ulmd? 

3. What were the main features of the Hudaihiyah agreement? In what way was it 
helpful for the Muslims in the long run? 

4. Describe the conquest of Makkah and comment on the general amnesty declared 
by the Prophet at the time of this conquest. 
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what did you learn? (3d) 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 . What did Prophet Muhammad $ leave behind for us? 

2. Write about what makes Prophet MufiammacTs ££ character special. How can 
we learn from his good character? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Choose five of the important events in the Prophet Muhammad's ^ life, and 
explain why they were important. 

2. Describe in detail the character of the Prophet $£-. Use examples of incidents 
from his life to explain your answer. 

3. What did Muhammad leave behind for our guidance? 

4. Describe any one of the famous battles during the Prophethood of Muhammad 

and explain its importance. 

5. Who were these people, and what part did they play in the Prophets Ofe life: 

a. Aba 'Mb b. Khadtjah c. A bn Baht d. All 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Indeed in the Messenger of Allah, you have for you, the best example." (33:21) Explain 
in your own words the meaning of this verse of the Qur'an. 

2 . Highlight the important changes made by the Prophet to the social structures 
of Makkan and Madlnan society. 

3. Describe the principles established by Muhammad for warfare, treaties and the 
treatment of prisoners, and explain their importance for conduct in the 21st 
century. 
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Al-Khulafefur Rashidun (Rightly guided Caliphs) 4 

Abu Bakr 

N ow that the beloved Prophet was dead, who would lead the Muslim 
community? That question was in the minds of all those present at a /- 
Masjidun Nabawt. It was a crucial matter — a community cannot function 
without a leader. Without a leader,a community becomes disorganised, indisciplined, 
chaotic, eventually loses its potential and prospects. 

Indeed, so great was its importance that the issue of leadership of the Madman 
Muslim community had to be decided before Allah’s messenger could be buried. 

There was much discussion amongst the $ah<lbah (companions of the Prophet St). 
After consultation, Aba Bakr was unanimously chosen as the leader of the Muslim 
community. He was the first Khaltfah (Caliph or successor to the Prophet fifc) of the 
Muslims. Who else could lead the Muslim community at this crucial time except 
Abn Bakr? He was the closest friend of the Prophet fi£ and had acted as the Prophets 
deputy, leading the prayers when the Prophet fit was ill. 

After the election of the Khaltfah, the Prophet fit was buried on the night of 13 
RabVulAwwa! 11 AH. 

Abn Bakr's real name was Ahdullith. 1 ie had been given the title of a$-$iddhj (testifier 
to the truth)-1 hs father, Jtlumln, was known as Abn Quhafah and his mother, Salma, 
was known as i'mmul Khair. He was two and a half years younger than Muhammad 
After his election as the Khallfah, Abn Bakr addressed the Muslims with these words: 
"O people, I have been chosen by you as your leader, although I am no better than any one 
of you. If / do any good, give me your support. If / do any wrong, set me right. 

Listen, truth is honesty and untruth is dishonesty. 

The weak among you are the powerful in my eyes, as long as I do not get them their due 
The powerful among you are weak in my eyes , as long as / do not take away from them what 
is due to others. 

Listen carefully, if people give up striving for the cause of Allah, He will send domt disgrace 
upon them. If a people become evil-doers, Allah wilt send down calamities upon them 
Obey me as long as I obey Allah and Hi< messenger. If l disobey Allah and His messenger ,; 
you arc free to disobey me. ” 

Aba Bakr was asking people to obey him only if he obeyed Allah and His messenger. 
Such was the first Khaltfah of the Muslims! Indeed, the world would be a better 
place to live in if we had leaders like Aba Bakr. 

He was the first among the Prophet’s friends to accept Islam and he accompanied 
the Prophet fi£ during the Hijrah to Madtnah. 

Abt 7 Bakr was a trader. He was kind and willing to help others. He freed a number 
of slaves, including Bilfil bin Rabflh, [Amir bin Tuhairah, Utnm ‘Ubais, ZinnJrah , Nahdiyah 
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and her daughter. He participated in all the battles which the Prophet tjfc had to 
fight against unbelievers. 

Abn Bakr loved his faith more than anything else. At Badr, his son Abdur Rahman 
was fighting on the side of the unbelievers. After accepting Isl3m, Abdur Ralundn 
once said to his father, “O father, at Badr you were twice under my sword, but my love for 
you held my hand back. ” To this,/Rfl Bakr replied, “Son, if I had you only once under my 
sword, you would have been no more ” So uncompromising was A bn Bakr's faith! 

At the time of the battle of Idbuk , he donated all his belongings to the war fund 
and when the Prophet & asked, “ What have you left for your family?” he replied, 
“Allah and His messenger." A rare example of sacrifice indeed! 

Before his death, the Prophet ^ appointed Usamah bin Zaid to lead an expedition 
to a$h-ShRm against the Roman (then called Byzantine) army on the northern border 
of Arabia.The Romans killed the envoy of the Prophet 4k? and refused to accept any 
negotiated settlement. Usamah could not go on because of the death of the Prophet 
Abn Bakr sent Usamah to complete the expedition initiated by the Prophet 
even though he had to attend to internal problems facing the Islamic state that had 
arisen after the death of the Prophet 

Indeed, the news of the Prophets death made some new Muslims think that 
the Islamic state would crumble,so they refused to pay the Zakak. These new Muslims 
were not used to their new faith and its requirements. A bn Bakr declared, “By Allah! 
Even if a single baby goat is due from a man, he must give it. If he refuses 1 will declare war 
against him. ” 

A number of imposters appeared, causing a great deal of trouble and confusion. 
Already, during the Prophet’s & lifetime, at-As wad bin Artzah al-Anst had claimed 
prophetliood, and was taken care of by the Muslims in Yemen. Other imposters and 
false prophets were: Musailimah bin Habib , Tulaihah bin Khuwailid and a woman named 
Sajali bint al-Htlrith. Malik bin Nuwairah happily sided with the claim of Sajdh. Abn 
Bakr was quick to take strong action against these imposters. Khalid bin al-Walld was 
sent to deal with JUlaihah who fled to ash-Sham and later became a Muslim. Malik 
bin Nuwairah was also killed. 

‘Ikrimah binAblJalil and Shurahblt bin Hasanah were sent to take action against the 
notorious Musailimah , but they were defeated. So Abn Bakr dispatched Khalid to 
tackle Musailimah, who by now had married Sajali. In the fighting that followed, 
Musailimah was killed by Wahshl. WahsltJ had become a Muslim after the conquest of 
Makkah . He felt deep remorse about killing the Prophets uncle, Hamzah , at Uhud. 
Killing Musailimah , he thought, would help make up tor his earlier mistake. 

Abn Bakr's swift and bold steps saved the Islamic state from the serious threat of chaos 
and confusion. He could now attend to other urgent problems. 

During his Khilafah (Caliphate), Abn Bakr had to take action against the Persian 
empire The emperor of Persia, Khosraw Parwfz // (Arabic: Kisra; English: Chosroes //), 
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tore up the letter the Prophet sent to him through 'Abdultih (mi Hudhatfah and 
demanded that the Prophet & be arrested. However, Khosraw II was murdered by 
his son, SliJrflyah (Qubadh II or Kavadh II) and the whole empire tell into chaos and 
disorder. Hnrmuz, the Persian governor in 'Iraq. was very hostile and was cruel to the 
Muslims living in his area. 

/Um Bufer sent al-Muthannil to take action against the Persians in ‘Mq. \ \is 

forces were insufficient and Klullid was then sent with reinforcements.The Muslim 
army captured large areas of the Persian empire in several battles, 

Khaltfah Abn Bakr then turned his attention to the Romans, who were causing 
trouble on the Islamic state’s north-western borders. The Prophet $ himself led an 
expedition against the Romans and this is known as the Battle of Mu'tah pb-kCT 
Ahn Bakr dispatched four separate armies under Aba 'Ubaidah bin al-Jtirrfih, *Awr 
bin al- 'A^Yazld IrinAbJ SufyZn and Shurahbfl bin Hasanah to deal with Roman power. 

The four generals merged themselves into a unit to face the Romans most effectively. 
The Romans had amassed 150,000 soldiers but the total Muslim army was only 
24,000. Reinforcements were requested and Ahn Rib asked Khali* j to hand over the 
command of the IrSqi front to al-Muthanntl and rush to the Syrian front to help fight the 
colossal Roman army. 

Abn Bab fell ill during this time and he died on 21 hwulda! Akhirah 13 

AH (22 August 634 CE). 1 hs rule had lasted two years and three months. 

The armies met in Yhrmfik after Abn Bakr’s death during the Khilnfah of 'l ’mar and 
the Romans were defeated. 

One of the many contributions of Abn Bakr was the compilation of the Qur'an 
into one volume. 

Abn Bakr lived a simple, pious and upright life. 1 Je was a true servant of Allah and 
a meticulous follower of the Prophet 

Aho Bakr’s advice to the Muslim Army 

/. Always fear Allah; He knows what is in men's hearts. 

2. Be kind to those who are under you and treat them well. 

J. Give brief directions; directions that are too long are likely to be forgotten. 

4. Improve your own conduct before asking others to improve theirs 

5. Honour the enemy’s envoy. 

6. Maintain the secrecy of your plans. 

7. Always speak the truth, so that you get the right advice. 

8. Consult your men when you arc free to do so; tins will develop participation. 

9. Take suitable measures to keep a watch on the enemy. 

10. Be sincere to all with whom you deal. 

11. Give up cowardice and dishonesty. 

12. Give up bad company 
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'Umar 4? 

Before his death, Abfl liakr consulted the senior companions of the Prophet iff and 
selected T.wwras the second Khallfah of rhe Muslims. 

‘Umar was the son of al-Khaftftb and he is famous in Islamic history as al-Ftlr(hj 
(one who distinguishes between right and wrong). His acceptance of Islam is notable 
and was mentioned earlier in the Prophets biography. 

‘Umar was a brave and straightforward person. He was tough in Ins attitude and 
uncompromising in basic principles. He was a great and talented ruler. During his 
Caliphate, the frontiers of the Islamic state expanded greatly. 

'Umar was a strong administrator. He noticed the tremendous popularity of Kluilid , 
the Commander in-Chief of the Muslim forces, and feared the people might think 
too highly of him. So he removed Kltflid and appointed Abfl '(Jbaidah bin al-Jarmh as 
the Commander-in-Chief. The other reason for this bold decision was to make it 
clear that no one was indispensable and victory in wars was actually due to Allah’s 

help. According to Shibll «Y it'nuVH the deposition ot Klnllid (a < took place in 17 
AH after the conquest of Syria (ash-Sh&m). Some historians, however, maintain that 
this was the first command given by Khallfah ‘Umar. 

Khdlidy who had been given the title of the‘Sword of Allah’ (Saijulltlh - by 
the Prophet gracefully accepted the Khallfah I? order. He worked as an ordinary 
soldier under Abfl Vbaidah. Thus he was an example of the Islamic teaching of 
obedience to leadership. 

Khillid had left al-Muthannlt in command of the Muslim forces on the‘Iraqi front 
when he rushed to Yamifik . Muthatmfl was finding it difficult to counter the enemy 
and went personally to XladUiah to ask Abfl Bakr for reinforcement, A bn Bah was by 
then on his deathbed, 

Al-Muthamtifs absence from ‘Iraq made things worse.The Persians regrouped and. 
under the command of Rustam, recaptured the Muslim occupied areas. Rustam sent 
out two columns of his army, one to Hindi and the other to Kaskar . 

‘Umar sent Abn ‘Ubaid ath-Thaqaft ( y) )to deal with the situation and he 
defeated both the Persian columns. Rustam despatched a stdl larger force, including 
elephants, under the command of General Bahman.The two armies fought and the 
Muslims were defeated in the Battle of the Bridge ( al-Jisr ). 

Khallfah ‘Umar raised another large army and al-Mutlnuuhl regrouped the defeated 
troops.They put up a valiant fight and the Persians were defeated this time. 

However, the Persian court raised a larger army still, and forced al-Mutharwn to 
withdraw. The report of the new situation was sent to ‘Umar and reinforcements 
were sent under Sa'd Inti A hi Waqq3$ ^ 

The Persian army and the Muslim army met at Qftdisiyyah. After a prolonged 
battle on several fronts, the outnumbered Muslim army defeated 120,000 Persian 
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troops and recaptured Htrah and other areas in 14 AH (63o CL). 

Muslims laid siege to Damascus during the Khildfah of Abu Bakr. They continued 
after Aha Baler’s death and the siege lasted 70 days during the rule of ImAfter this 
long siege. Klullid took the Romans by surprise and entered the city.The Governor 
surrendered and a peace treaty was signed. 

Meanwhile, *Amr bin al- was laying siege to Jerusalem I ,ater, Khzlid, Aha ‘Ubaidah 
bin df-larrJh and others joined him there.The Christians had little hope and decided 
to give in.They put forward a proposal to the Muslims that they would hand over 
the city if Khallfah ' Umar himself came to Jerusalem. 

The proposal was relayed to Madinah and the Khallfah agreed to go to Jerusalem. 
He started out for the city with one attendant, riding a camel. I hey rode the camel 
in turns Sometimes the Khallfah would walk and the attendant would ride and 
other times the Khallfah would ride and the attendant would walk.This is an example 
of equality of rights. The ruler and ruled have equal rights'. The ruler of an Islamic 
state must acknowledge the rights of the citizens over his own rights. 

The Khallfah of the Muslims entered Jerusalem dressed in ordinary clothes and 
tlanked by the Muslim generals.'] he Christians amid hardly believe that the Muslim 
leader had arrived; such was the simplicity of Tfowr. He used to live like a very 
humble ordinary man, but he was a strong leader and the most able ruler of his time. 
He had no pride, no pomp and no grandeur. This is the teaching of Islam. This is 
what present day Muslim rulers have forgotten and what Muslims need to restore. 

A treaty to guarantee the safety and security of the Christians in Jerusalem was signed. 

During the Khilclfah of 4 Umar , vast areas of the Roman and Persian empires and 
the whole of Egypt were brought under Islamic rule. 

4 Umar was a gifted orator. He was very concerned tor the welfare of the citizens 
under his rule and left a memorable legacy for Muslims after him. 

The second Khallfah ’Umar died after being stabbed by a Persian non Muslim, 
Flroz, nicknamed Ahn Lu In'. Rroz complained to 4 Umar about Ins master aFMughlrah 
bin Shu ‘bah who imposed a tax on him. ‘Umar heard the details ot the complaint and 
told Flroz that the tax was reasonable. This made Ffroz angry and the next day 
during the dawn prayer he struck the Khallfah with a dagger six times, wounding 
him fatally. *Umar al-F8rRq died three days later in 23 AH (644 CE). 

Before his death, 4 Umar appointed a six-man committee to elect his successor 
from among themselves.The six members of the committee were: 4 UthmUn bin ‘AffZti, 
‘Abdur Rahman bin ‘Awf 4 All bin Abl llllib, az-Zubair bin al-'Amifim, Sa‘d bin Abl 
Waqqfl?, and Talhah bin Vbaidulhih. 

Vmar al-Fardq ruled the Islamic state for ten years, six months and four days. 
‘Umar’s advice 

/. Do not be misled by someone's reputation. 

2. Do not judge a person only by his performance of $alflh and $aum; rather look into his 
truthfulness and wisdom. 
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]. One who keeps fc secrets controls his a/j'itirs. 

4. Fear the person whom you hate. 

5. Prudent is he who can assess his actions. 

6. Do not defer your work for tomorrow. 

7. He who has no idea of evil can easily fall into its trap. 

8. Judge a man's intelligence by the questions he asks 

9. Less concern for material well-being enables one to lead a free life. 

10. ft is easier not to indulge in sifts than to repent. 

I i. Contentment and gratitude are two great virtues; you should not care which one you get. 
12 Be grateful to him who points out your defects . 

MMMmmmMmmmmmmmm 'UthniSfl 4 i, 

The six-member committee appointed by ‘Umar al-Farfiq, after long deliberations 
and consultation, elected VthnnVu the son of ‘Afftln, as the third Khaltfah of Islam. 

Vthman was born six years after the Prophet ^ and lie belonged to the I hnaiyah 
clan of the Quraislt. He was a cloth merchant and was very rich. His title was al- 
Ghanl (the rich). 

He had accepted Islam on Aha Bakrs invitation and migrated to Abyssinia with Ins 
wife Ruqaiyah (one of the prophets daughters) He acted as the Prophets ££ envoy 
during the Hudaibiyah negotiations. After the death of Ruqaiyah he married Unwi 
Kirithum, another daughter of the Prophet ^.This is why he is called Dhmt NOrain 
(jijJjtjs )— The One with Two Lights. 

I lis state policy can be understood from Ins letter to tire officers of the Islamic 
army. He wrote: 

“You are the protectors of Islam from the onslaughts of the enemies. ‘Umar had issued some 
regulations which are known to me. In fact, they were drafted in consultation with me. 

Beware! I do not want to hear reports of any transgression by you. If you do so, you will be 
replaced by someone better. You should always be mindful of your conduct. I will watch over 
whatever Allah has entrusted to my care.” 

He once spoke to the tax collectors with these words: 

“AMh has created everything with fairness and justice. He accepts only what is right and just. 
Give what is right and take what is right. Trust produces trust. Follow it strictly and do mn be one 
if those who fail to discharge it. Faithfulness begets faithfulness. Do not oppress the orphans and 
those with whom you have made a covenant. Allah will punish those who will do so. ” 

So 7/ binAbl Waqqfy was the Governor of Ktljah in Iraq. Vthman dismissed him for 
non-payment of a state loan. He was succeeded by al-Muglurah. 

During the Caliphate of Vthman , the rebellion in Adlmrbaijan and Armenia was quelled. 
Mu tiwiyah, Governor of ash-Sham, with the help of IbnAbt Sarh , the Governor of Egypt, 
made a naval attack on Cyprus and brought it under Islamic rule. Vast areas of North 
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Africa including Tripoli were brought under Islamic rule during the Khilsfah of 'l Jthmdu. 

The Romans, although defeated several times by the Muslim army in the past, 
made another attempt during the Khildfah of 'Uthmdtt to recapture the territories 
they had lost. 

Constantine, then Emperor of Rnm (Byzantium), made great preparations and 
attacked Alexandria with a naval fleet five to six thousand strong. But the Romans 
were decisively defeated by the new Muslim naval force under the command of I hi 
A hr Sarh and Mid dun yah **), 

During the last six years of lus Khilftfah , ‘Uthnuln faced internal dissension and 
trouble. This trouble took the shape of a civil war which eventually led to his murder 
by an unruly and angry mob. 

‘Utlumln’s Khildfah lasted for twelve years. He was murdered by rioters on Enday, 
17 Dhul Hijjah 35 AH (656 CE). 

‘Uthnuln was a very kind-hearted man. I hs simplicity and soft heartedness did not 
allow him to take strong action against the trouble-makers and rioters. Above all, 
because of his polite and soft nature, the administration was not as good as it had 
been during ‘Umars time. 

‘Uthnuln was a generous man. He used to spend a lot of money for Islam and to 
free slaves. He was a pious man who feared and loved Allah above everything else. 
The compilation of al Qur’dn into a book (mushat was the crowning 

achievement of 'Uthnuln’s Khililfah. 



“I am the youngest of you, / may he a boy ; my feet may not be strong enough but. O Messenger 
of Allah , / shall he your helper. Whoever opposes you. f shall fight him as a mortal enemy, ” 

These were the words of ‘Alt. the cousin of the Prophet and then only a boy of 
ten. He spoke these words before the elders of the Qumisli during the dinner hosted 
by the Prophet ^ to invite them to Islam. 

‘Alt was the person who risked his life for the Prophet and slept in the 
Prophet’s ^ bed when the unbelievers laid a siege to the Prophets & house to kill 
him on the night of his migration. 

The same ‘Alt was elected the fourth Khaltfah of Islam after ‘ Uthnuln . He was the 
son of A bn 7 dtib, the Prophets uncle. 

‘Alt was married to the Prophets & daughter, Fdtimah (). They had three 
sons: al-Hasan, al-Husain and al-Muhassin; and two daughters: Zainah and Utnm Kulthnm. 
Al-Muhassin died in his infancy.The Prophet loved a!-Hasan and al-Husain very 
dearly. 

He took part in the battles of Badr, Ahzdb and Khaibar. At Khaibar it was ‘All who 
subdued the Jews by his daring assault. 

'Alt held many important positions during the life of the Prophet & and the 
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three Caliphs (Klmlapj before him, 

tie was elected Kfuifr/bfe at a very delicate time, when the Muslim {Jfrmujfi 
(community) was torn by internal strife after the sad incident of the murder of 
‘Uthnnln, the third Khallfah , had taken place. 

VI h first concentrated on consolidating his administration and pledged then to 
take action against ‘IJthmSn’s murderers.The supporters of ‘Uthmtln would not listen 
to the Khaltfah until he took action against ‘f 'tkmflti’s murderers. 

The murder of f f Jthwart had tremendous consequences for Islamic history. It divided 
the once cohesive, united and determined Muslim f Jnmiah into factions who fought 
bloody battles among themselves.The damage to Muslim unity was irreparable. 

The once powerful Islamic army which fought the wrongdoers and rescued those 
suffering from the exploitation and tyranny of the mighty Persian and Roman empires 
had now become seriously involved in internal strife 
The talented ruler, All had to spend much of his time pacifying the warring 
factions of the Muslims. He tried his best to reconcile the opposing groups and 
restore peace but without much success. The Ummah was divided and catastrophic 
consequences followed. 

During this turmoil, Vl/r, the fourth Khallfah of Islam, was finally wounded during 
Safand Fajrby one Ibn Mii//iiw. Ah died on Friday, 20 Riimafrflu 40 AH (661 CE). 

All's rule lasted for four years, nine months and the whole of that time was a 
period of unrest. 

All lived a very simple and austere life. He was a very courageous person and had 
a keen sense of justice. 

All loved learning. He was given the title of Babul ‘llm ('JuJiyc) - ‘Gate of Learning’ 
- by the Prophet &. He was also called al-Murtadz II) (the one with whom 
Allah is pleased) and Asadullzih iffvJ (Lion of Allah). 

Some important sayings of‘All 

1. One who knows himself, knows his Creator. 

2. If you love Allah, tear out your hearts love of the world. 

3 . The fear of Al Lilt makes one secure. 

4. How can you rejoice about this life that grows shorter each hour? 

5. A world-wide reputation can he undone by an hours degradation. 

6. Three defects make life miserable: 

i. Vindictiveness; ii. Jealousy; iii. A had character. 

7. One who is proud of worldly possessions in this fleeting existence is ignorant. 

8. Joy is followed by tears. 

9. Each breath of a man is a step nearer to death. 

10. JTie best man is he who is most helpful to hisj'elhw men. 
i 1. One who thinks himself the best is the worst. 


12. The hated person is one who returns evil for good. 

13. Virtue is the key to success. 

14. f earned men live even after death; ignorant men are dead although alive . 

15. There is no treasure like knowledge gained. 

16. Knowledge is wisdom and the educated man is the wise man. 

17. Experience is knowledge gained. 

18. He who never corrects himself will never correct another. 

19. Listen, and you will teach yourself: remain silent , and you risk nothing. 

20. One who reflects on Allah's gifts, succeeds. 

21. Ignorance harms a man more than a cancer in the body, 

22. One oj the signs of a stupid man is the frequent change of opinion. 

23. Sever speak when it is not the time for speech. 

24. Beware of backbiting: it sows the seeds of bitterness, and separates you from Allah and 
man. 

25. The best truth is the keeping of promises. 

26. Better be dumb than lie. 

27. Do not flatter, it is no sign of faith. 

28. A hypocrite's tongue is dean , but there is sickness in his heart. 

29. Better to be alone than with bad company. 

30. Whoever sows good reaps his reward. 

Conclusion 

l/jfl Bakr a$-$tddlq, ‘Umar al-Tflrtlq, ‘IJthmctn al-Ghanl and All al-Murtadfi were the 
consecutive successors of the Prophet ft .These four KluthifT are called tdKhulajd'ur 
Rashid fin or the rightly-guided Khulafa'. 

Together, these four Khulafa* ruled the Islamic State for about thirty years. They 
are called rightly-guided because they ruled the people of their time exactly in 
accordance with the teachings of the Qur'an and the Sunn ah of the Prophet ft. 

Despite the unpleasant happenings, this period of Islamic rule is the golden period 
ot justice unrivalled in human history. Islamic principles were put into practice in 
full during this time. 

A detailed and serious study of the lives of al-Khulqfa'ur Rash id fin would open before us a 
treasure oj knowledge and experience about the Islamic system of life which could solve the 
present and future problems of mankind. We need to follow the Islamic teachings most faithfully 
in order to get the promised good out of it. Mere Up service to the greatness and beauty of Islam 
will not establish the Islamic system. Even though the projection of Islam using all modern 
means of communication is commendable, it is only the practice of Islam which will eventually 
make a real impact. 

Let us resolve to understand, practise and preach Islam. Only then shall we ourselves 
find peace and happiness and the whole of humanity be freed from unhappiness and 
injustice. 
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■KiKs aaisB what did you icarn? (4a) 

Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. What do the words Khahfah and Khiktfah mean? 

2. What is the title of Aba Bakr? 

3. What did lie say in his first speech as Caliph? 

4. Name Aha Bakr’s son who fought against him at the time of Badr. 

5. What is the title of Khallfah ‘Umar? 

b. Name one commander oi the Muslim army at the time of ‘Umar 

7, When and how did ‘Umar die? 

8, Why do you think the Prophet $ chose Aim Baler as his special friend? 

9, What do you think we can find out about the character of Aha Bakr by studying 
his twelve points of advice? 

Key Stage 4 <15-16) 

1. What is the meaning of al-Kliulafd’ur Ritshidnn? 

2. Who were the false prophets against whom Khallfah Aba Bakr fought? 

3. What did Aba Bakr say to his son after the battle of Badr? What can we learn 
from this? 

4. Who were the members of the committee formed by Khallfah Vmart o elect his 
successor? 

5. Write a newspaper article describing Khalifat) 'Umars visit to Jerusalem? 

6. Discuss some incidents from Aba Bakes life that can inspire us all 

7. What important lessons can be learnt from Khalffnh ‘Umar's twelve points of 
advice? 

8. Describe ‘Umar's character using specific incidents to explain your answer. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Discuss the importance of leadership in the Islamic community. Why does Islam 
prefer elected rulers to a hereditary monarchy? 

2. Why was the speech that Khallfah Aba Bakr delivered after his election unusual 
in relation to leaders of the world today? 

3. Why was Khalid bin a\- Walld replaced as Connnander-in-Chief of the Muslim 
army? 

4. In Islam, the leader is really the servant of the community. What are the dangers 
and temptations that might corrupt a ruler? 
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Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. What were the titles given to ‘ All by Allah and the Prophet Sfc? 

2. Choose ten points from Khalffoh 'All’s 30 points of advice and explain why you 
think they are important. 

3. Select one example from each Khallfah to show their noble characters. 


Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What did Khallfah ‘Uthmfln write to the officers of the Islamic Army? 

2. What title was given to Khallfah VthmBtt? 

3. Name the daughters of the Prophet who married Khallfah 'l hhmBrt and Khallfah 


'All. 


4 What was Mu'dwiyah’s post when Vtlmm was the Khallfah? 

5. Which countries came under Muslim rule whilst 'UthmUn was the Khallfah? 

6. Who was the father of Khallfah 'All? 

7. Name the children of Fflfimah and ‘All 

8. When and how did Khallfah ‘All die? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Examine the roots of the civil troubles whilst Vthmilu was the Khallfah , and 
discuss his response. 

2. What observations could you make about the Khihfah of V4/f?Why do Shi 'ties 
claim him as the first Khallfah? 

3. Discuss the concepts of democracy, hereditary control, tyranny and nationalism, 
as seen in the light of Islnm. 
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Three Great Muslim women 
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WMmmmtmmmmmmmmmm Khadljah 4- wwmhm 

‘‘■wwrrki none believed me, Khadljah did, She made me a partner in her wealth. ” 
/ Those are the words of Prophet Muhammad about his first wife — 
V? Kltadljatul Kuhn (^Jji 4_?yjL> ) (Khadljah the Great). 

KluulTjah, the daughter of Klmmlid, was born 15 years before the year of the 
elephant, in 555 CE. Her mother was f : d(imah hint Zaidah. 

She was a noble, tinematured wealthy lady of Makkah. She married the Prophet 
& when she was 40 and he was 25.They had six children: two boys, al-Qdsim and 
‘Abdulljlh (also kijpyyn as 7 hhir and 'laiy(h), and four girls, Zaimh Ruqmyah , 
Umm Kitlthtttn and Fftfimah , 

Khadljah lived with the Prophet ££ tor 25 years and was his only wife during that 
time. 

When the revelation came from Allah and Muhammad ££ was made the Prophet, 
it was Khadljah who immediately accepted the faith and became the first Muslim. 
She was 55 years old at that time. Her acceptance of Islam greatly helped us spread 
among the Makkans. She stood by the Prophet ^ all the time. In moments of trial 
and tribulation the Prophet fe was consoled and comforted by her. She did all she 
could to help the Prophet & carry on his mission (da'wah). 

Khadljah's wealth was used for the cause of Islam.The Prophet $ remained busy 
in preaching Islam and his devoted and loving wife looked after the children and 
family affairs. 

The Prophet and Kluidljtdi had many sorrows. I'hev had to bear the death of 
their sons dEQthim and ‘Abdulltih in their infancy and m the fifth year of the prophethood 
their daughter Rttqaiyah migrated to Abyssinia with her husband, ‘Utlmulti bin l Afftln. 

Ruqaiyah left her parents at the age of 12 and returned after four years; that time 
was a long and painful separation tor her mother, Khadljah. 

During the prophethood, the Quraish did all they could to stop the Prophet ftfc 
preaching Islam. None of their resistance worked. The Prophet ££ continued his 
mission, relying on Allah. Khadljah was his source of encouragement and comfort 
She also had to bear enormous strain and suffering during the boycott at Shi Id Abl 
1M for three years. 

The great Muslim lady Khadljah, the first Muslim, died on 10 Rama atn in the tenth 
year of the prophethood, 620 CE, at the age of 65. Her death was a great loss to Prophet 
Muhammad He said, 11 1 cannot bear the scene. I believe that Allah has kept much good in 
it,” He loved Khadljah so dearly that after her death he used to remember her often. 

The angel Jibril'll used to bring sahlm (greetings) for her from Allah. 
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Filtimatuz Zahrfi’ became so sad at her mothers death that she stuck to her father and 
continued crying, 4 * Where is my mummy? Where is my wnwwyr’The Prophet $ consoled 
her and told her of the good news of Kluidljah’s acceptance by Allah in Paradise. 

Muslim ladies should emulate the example of Khadljah who loved her husband dearly 
and did everything for Allah's sake. Any Muslim of today would feel proud to have such 
a wife. Muslim ladies like Khadljah, could bring abour a real change m the present day 
chaotic world. 


idtimah was the youngest of the four daughters of the Prophet . She is known as 
Saiyidatun (Leader of the Women), and one oi lier titles is az~ZalmV (radiantly 
beautiful), which is why she is also called Ffifimatuz Zahra\ She was born five years 
before the prophethood of Muhammad (60S CE). and migrated to Madlnah after 
the Prophet with her sisters and step-mother Sawdalt 

After the death of her mother, Khadljah , she served her father with total devotion 
and love. The Prophet ^ loved her very much and kept her with linn in deep 
affection. She was loved by all the wives of the Prophet , She looked like Khadljah 
and this reminded people of her great mother. 

Rlfimah was married to ‘All after the battle of Badr in a simple marriage ceremony. 
The guests were served dates and drinks made from honey. She was about 18 years 
old, though some say she was only 15 at the time. 

Her married life was happy and peaceful. All. her husband, respected her and the 
Prophet £& always advised Fdfimah to obey and serve her husband in every respect. 
She kept her house clean and tidy, giving it a simple and pure look, There was always an 
atmosphere of peace and quiet. 

Fctfimah and her husband had five children: three sons, aFIiasan, al-Husain and <;/ 
Mtdmsin; and two daughters, Zainah and l Jmm Kulthfim . Al-Muhassin died while still 
a baby. 

According to Alnldfth (plural of Hiulltlt ), Ffitimah was regarded as a great and respected 
lady by the women of her day because of her delightful personality, kindness, politeness 
and dignity. 

The Prophet ^ said, “Among the women of the whole world, four are great: Khadljah , 
Filfimah , Maryam (Mary) and Asiyah (wife of Fir‘awn jPharaoh/).” 

Filfimah resembled her father very closely in habits, traits and in conversation. 
When she came to any meetings of the Prophet he used to get up for her and 
make room for her to sit by his side. 

Fftfimah took part in the battle of Uhud and nursed the wounded Muslim soldiers. 
She bandaged the wound sustained by the Prophet & during the battle. She also 
took part in the conquest of Makkah. 

The Prophet was always seen off by Filfimah when he was going out from 
Madlnah and was met by her when he returned home. 
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Ffttimah died a few months after the death of the Prophet fifc,on 3 Ramarhn in 1 1 AH 
at the age of 30. Before her death she willed that her body be carried for burial prayers 
in such a way that no one could recognise whether it was the body of a male or female. 

Since she died so soon after the death of the Prophet fijp, she could narrate no 
more than eighteen or nineteen Ahndtth. 

Fill ini ah was an ideal Muslim daughter, a wife and a mother Her life should be an 
example for Muslim females of all ages. 

T his great Muslim lady was married to the Prophet ^ after the death of his first 
wife, Khadtjah. She was born in 613 or 614 CE, the fourth year of the Prophet’s fip 
mission, and was married to the Prophet fit when she was nine, although she only 
went to live with him when she was 12 (some say at 15). 

Her father was Abn Bakr, the closest friend of the Prophet fife and the first Khallfah 
of Islam. Her mother was IJtnni Rummdn (jb*j . 

A f ishah was a great Muslim lady. She was very talented and had a wonderful 
memory. She had a great love of learning and became noted for her intelligence, 
learning and sharp sense of judgement 

She grew up in an Islamic environment. Her father was a great Muslim and the 
Prophet fife himself was a frequent visitor to their house. She became a Muslim as 
soon as she reached the age of reason and understanding. 

During her childhood, A’ishdh memorised quite a number of Sflrahs of the Qur\Vi. 
Her father was a man of learning and she inherited his love of knowledge. 

A ’is hah and her elder half-sister, Am3\ helped in packing tor the famous Hit rah 
of the Prophet fife to Madlnah 

A'ishah was fortunate to be trained under the care of the greatest teacher of 
mankind, Prophet Muhammad fife This training made her one of the most notable 
Muslim ladies in Islamic history She was totally devoted to the Prophet fit, her 
husband, and he loved her very dearly. 

She loved and enjoyed serving her husband. She used to do the household work, 
including grinding flour and baking bread. She would make the beds and do the 
family’s washing. She always kept water ready for the Prophets fife ablutions before 
prayer.This was significant in 7th century Arabia where water was scarce. 

The Prophet fife did not love her only for her physical beauty but also for her 
intelligence, sound judgement and personality. She liked what the Prophet fife liked 
and disliked what he disliked. 

If A 'ishdh loved anyone more than her husband Muhammad fife, it was Almighty 
Allah.This was the teaching of the Prophet fife. 
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The Prophet $ used to live a very simple life. There were occasions when the 
family had nothing to eat and times when guests were served with whatever they 
had while they went hungry themselves. They believed the comfort of the life after 
death was more important to them than the comforts of this world. This also is the 
teaching of Islam. 

‘A’ishah used to pray with the Prophet They would remain standing for long 
hours in prayer, weeping, sobbing and asking Allah's forgiveness. 

1'he Prophet fell ill in 11 AH and A’i'shah nursed him with all the love and 

care of a devoted wife He died in her lap. 

' A’ishah was also present at her fathers death bed. Abtt Bakr asked her how many 
pieces of cloth were used to bury the Prophet and she told him three. I le asked 
his daughter to wrap him also in three sheets for burial. 

' A’ishah saved the place beside her fathers grave for her own burial but, after the 
injury which was to prove fatal, ‘Umar the second Klmijfah of Islam, sent his son 
‘Abdullah to A’i shah to ask her permission for him to be buried beside Aim Bakr. She 
agreed to ‘Umar’s wish, saying, “Today 1 prefer ‘Umar to myself.” which shows her 
genorisity and selflessness. 

A’ishah always stood for the truth. She taught Islam to many people men and 
women. She was an authority on many matters of Islamic Law, especially those 
concerning women. She narrated 2,210 Ahtidlth. She died at the age of 67 on 11 
Ramadan , 58 AH. 

Her life shows to what heights a Muslim woman can rise. Before Islam, women 
had a low status in society; Islam gave them a very high status. 

Islam wants to see a woman develop her talents and contribute to society as a 
mother and a wife and to remain loyal and chaste. Muslim women can rise to 
prominence within Islam. Allah the Creator has fixed their rights and duties according 
to their nature and biological make up. 

*A f ishah\s life is an example for young Muslim girls, who should try to follow her 
devotion and love for her husband and her special aptitude for knowledge and learning. 
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what did you learn? (si 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. Give two facts about KhadJjali before she married the Prophet 

2. How long did she live with the Prophet 4£? 

3. When did she die? 

4. What did the angel Jibrfl’fl used to do for Kkadijoh? 

5. Who is called Saiyidatuu NisH* and why? 

6. Name the four great women of the world according to the Prophet 

7. In which battle did Futimah take pare? 

8. Who was ‘A’ishah's hither? 

9. Choose one of the great Muslim women and describe something from her life 
which you really admire. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Discuss the contribution of the great Muslim lady KhatlJjah towards the cause of 
Islam, 

2. What were the special qualities of Fdtimah. the youngest daughter of the Prophet 
££? 

3. Write a short narrative on the life of A'isluih, up to the death of the Prophet 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Allah granted enormous rights and responsibilities to Muslim women. Discuss 
the various attitudes of Muslim men towards these rights and responsibilities. 

2. Contrast the status of women in the pre-lslamic period with that in an Islamic 
society. How does that transformation compare to present-day developments in 
the status of women? 
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Stories of Some Prophets 6 

“There is a lesson for the men of understanding in their stories.” (12:111} 

mmm? Adam S3i 

L ong, long ago, Allnh announced to the Angels and Jinn that He would create 
human beings to worship Him and live on the earth: “7 am going to place my 
KhalJfah (deputy or agent) on earth. ” (2:30) 

The angels asked, “Will You place therein someone who will make mischief and shed 
blood , while we praise You and glorify You?” (2:30) Allnh replied, “.SVa/y / know what you 
do not know ”(2:30) The angels were silent. 

Allnh informed the angels, “1 am about to create a mortal being (Bashar) from clay. When 
I have fashioned lum and given him life, yon must prostrate before him ” (38:71-72) 

Allnh created Adam from clay and gave him the best of forms. He then commanded 
the angels and Jinn to prostrate before Adam. 

The angels obeyed; they never disobey Allnh. But lbits, who was one ot the Jinn 
(18:50), refused to prostrate. Allnh asked. “ What prevailed you from prostrating before 
that winch I have created?" [bits replied, “lam better than him.You have created me from ft re 
but him You created from clay: ” (7:12; 15:32 33) I iis pride led him to disobey Allnh. 

Allnh then said, “Get out of here. Yon arc an outcast. My curse is on you till the Day of 
Judgement. ” (15:34 35) 

Ihhs vowed to misguide Adam and his children (7:14-18), But, as you know, Allnh 
has given man knowledge and guidance to distinguish between right and wrong to 
avoid being misguided 

Allnh taught Adam some names and asked the angels to say those names (2:31). 
The angels said, “( dory toYou , we do not know more than You have taught us. Surely You are 
Aik Knowing and the Most Wise.” (2:31) Allnh then asked Adam to say those names, 
and he did so (2:33). 

Turning to the angels, Allnh said, “Did 1 not tell you that 1 know everything that is in the 
earth and the heavens and / also know whatever you disclose and whatever you hide?” (2:33) 
Allnh then asked Adam to live in al-Jannah (Paradise). He had everything to enjoy. 
But he was alone. So Allnh created HauwZ* (Eve) as his wife. Now, Adam was 
happy and living in al-Jannah . 

Allnh said to Adam, “ Live with your wife in al-Jiuinah. Eat freely whatever you like in 
here. But do not go near that tree . ” (2:35) This was intended to test them and teach them 
self-control. Allnh also wanted to see whether they used the knowledge given to 
them to save themselves from the tricks of I bits. 

Wits was trying hard to misguide Adam and HawwCl \ At last, he succeeded and 
tempted them to go to that tree. As soon as they had eaten from the forbidden tree. 
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Adam and FJamvfi’ realised they were naked. Until then, they did not know what 
nakedness was. They had no cause to be ashamed of it. But now they felt ashamed. 
They tried to cover themselves with leaves and tried to hide. But there was nowhere 
they could hide from Allah, the All-knowing (7:20-22; 20:116-122). 

Ad run and Hawufl' asked Allah's forgiveness and it was granted. They prayed: 

"( hir Lord, m have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive ns and grant us mercy, 
surely toe shall he losers. ” (7:23) 

Allah then commanded Adam and f lamed ’ to go down to earth and live there. He 
was very kind and taught them the way to seek forgiveness (2:38-39). 

He also told them that He would send guidance for them, so that they would not 
deviate from the Right Path. 

Allah revealed guidance to Adam and he was made the first prophet on earth. There 
are important lessons for us to learn in this story. 

mmmmrnmmmmmmm Nllh (Noah) 

Many hundreds of years passed after Adam, and the earth was filled with his children. 
As time passed, the children of Adam forgot Allah and started to worship statues 
made of stones. They became bad and would lie and steal and some became mean 
and greedy. 

Allah, the most Merciful,sent Null to those people to bring them back to His worship. 
N(lh invited the people to come back to lawhid. He asked them to give up idol worship 
and all the other vices which were ruining them. 1 le warned them about the Day of 
Judgement (7:59-64). 

Nnh tried his best for many years to guide his people to worship Allah but they 
would not listen.They laughed at him, mocked him, despised him and called him 
crazy and a liar (26:105; 45:9), 

iVn/j lived for 950 years (29:14) but during this long period of time only a few 
people responded to his call. Even bis son and wife did not believe in him. 

V nh was tired and shocked to see the stone heartedness of his people. 11c became 
so displeased with the stiffness of their opposition to the truth that he ultimately 
prayed to Allah, “O Lord, leave not upon the hud any one front the unbelievers. ” (71:26) 
He cried unto bis Lord saying,*T am vanquished, so give help ." (54:10) He also prayed 
to Allah to rescue him and his followers (26:118), 

Almighty Allah accepted Nnil's prayers and asked him to build an ark, Nnh started 
to build the ark. It was not an easy task but Prophet Nnh persevered (11:37). When 
the people saw Nnh building the ark they laughed at him and thought that he must 
have gone mad.They could not see the reason for building so huge an ark hundreds 
of miles away from the sea (11:38). 

“What is the ark for?” they asked. Soon they were to find out. It was Allah’s plan to 
cleanse the whole land of unbelievers except the ones who believed and helped Nfih. 
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Nah told the mockers that a flood would soon overcome them and they would 
have no place to take shelter.The people laughed even more. But Allah's plans soon 
materialised and the disbelievers saw it happen before their own eyes. 

After many days of hard work, the ark was complete and Allah asked Nah to take 
a pair (one male, one female) of all animals into the ark. He and his followers boarded 
afterwards (11:40-41). 

Suddenly the skies became dark. It began to thunder and rain. Water poured from 
above and gushed up from the ground. It rained and rained until the whole land was 
flooded. Every living thing drowned except those that were in the ark. which was 
floating on the water (54:11-15). 

T he flood water lasted five months and it destroyed all the disbelievers. Even 
Ntth’s own son (an unbeliever) was not saved, Nah had asked permission from Allah 
to take his son in the ark but this was refused. He was told that an unbelieving son 
was no part of his family. Nah felt remorse for asking Allah to rescue his son. He 
begged Allah to forgive him. Nah and his followers were safe in the ark (11:45-47). 
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At last, the skies began to clear and the ark halted at Mount Jfldiyy (inTurkey). Nfth 
and his followers disembarked (11 :44).Thus Mirth saved Nflh and his followers (29; 15). 

Allah bestowed prosperity and abundance on Ndh'$ children.They* spread all over 
the earth (11:48). 

Such is the dreadful punishment meted out to the disbelievers. Allah savs in the Qur'an, 
“We drowned those who denied our signs. Lo! they were (such) blind folk. ” (7:64) We should 
take a lesson from this story that disobedience to Allah leads to total destruction! 

ibrahim (Abraham) m\ hhhhhi 

Ibrahim, known as Klnilllullah (friend of Allah, 4:125) Jived in the country south of 
present day 'Iraq. His father, Azar, used to make statues and sell them.The people of 
the area used to worship these statues, which they had made themselves. 

Ibrahim was an intelligent young man. It was strange for him to see people bowing 
down before stone idols which could neither move nor talk. They could not even 
drive away the flics which sat on their eyes and noses. Ibrahim wondered why people 
were so foolish to worship such powerless statues, which were kept in temple. 

Ibrahim's enquiring mind was in search of Allah. He thought and thought It occurred 
to him that the shining moon might be lus Lord. 

But when the moon vanished he said to himself, “So, a vanishing thing cannot be my 
Lord . M He looked at the sun and said, "It is the biggest and it is my Lord , '* But when the 
sun also went down, Ibrahim said to himself, “No, this cannot be my Lord, “ He came to 
the conclusion that only the Ever-lasting, Ever-present and All-knowing Almighty 
can be his Lord. I he stars, the moon and the sun cannot he the Lord (6:76-79). 

Ibrahim once asked his father, “O my father, why do you worship idols which can neither 
speak nor hear ?” Azar became angry and warned /hvl/mn not to ask such questions. 
Ibrahim wished he could show his people the stupidity of worshipping idols. 

He thought of an idea which would give the people a practical lesson. Once, 
when people were busy celebrating a festival. Ibrahim went to the temple where the 
idols were kept. 

He asked the idols, “How do you do? Here is food and drink. Why don't yon help 
yourselves?” The stone idols were silent, of course. 

Ibrahim now took an axe and began to break all the idols except the biggest which 
he spared for a purpose. When he had finished, he left the axe hanging round the 
neck of the biggest idol (21:58). 

On their return from the festival, people came to the temple to worship the idols 
and were astonished to see the pitiful condition of their gods. They were shocked, 
grieved and furious. “Who has done this mischief?" they asked themselves. 

They thought of Ibrahim, the only one who talked disrespectfully about tin* idols. 

They confronted Ibrahim, asking “Who broke the idols?'' Ibrahim calmly replied, 
“Ask the biggest one." The people knew that the idols could not talk. They said, u O 
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Ihnlltw i, </<>(/’r )'(»n <.wii' //wf the idols can't talk?" Ibtitim retorted, ‘Why do you worship 
them, then? They (on'l mlfc, move or understand anythin# Why f/e you ask them for favour 
The people had no answer. They were sure that it was IhrSltlm who broke the idols. 
They could not let the matter rest easily.They called a meeting and decided to burn 
Ilmlhlm alive. They had to defend their gods (21:59-68). 

However, Ilmlhlm was favoured by Alfoh, so nothing could harm him as he had 
done the right thing. 

A big fire was prepared and Ibrahim was thrown into it. But a miracle happened! 
The fire did not burn him. Allah protected him. People were amazed to see it and 
they could not believe their eyes. But it was so. Ibrithhn was safe and his persecutors 
felt sad and helpless (21; 69-70). 

In this way. Ibrcthtm was given the light of the truth by Allah. Ibrflhlm was a messenger 
and servant of Allah (16:12(M 22; 19:41). He loved Allah more than anything else. 
He was ready to sacrifice his son Ismd 'll on Allah’s command Allah accepted Ilmllutu l< 
readiness and sent a ram to be sacrificed instead (37:101-107). 

We observe the festival of 'Idttl Adhtl to commemorate this 

It was Prophet Ibrahim who rebuilt al-Ka f bah in ATikkah with his son fcmft'Tl (22:26 
27; 2:125-129; 14:35-37). 
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■hhmr« Musa (Moses) >& 

the son of 7nmt/i, was born in Egypt 450 years after Vt?.si|f(Joseph). In Egypt 
at that time the kings were known as Fir ( awn jyc-y (Pharaoh). 

The followers of Prophet Ya'qttb (Jacob), father of Prophet Ydsuf] are called Band 
ism'll (Israelites). Batin Ism'll had lived in F,gyp( since the days of Prophet Ydsuf. 
Prophet Ya'qdb was known as Ism'll. 

Fir‘awn, the ruler of Egypt, looked upon the Band Ism'll as ‘foreigners’ and treated 
them harshly. He feared that one day the Batin Ism'll would grow in number and he 
powerful. So Fir‘ami issued orders to kill every male child born in the family of 
hm'll (28:4-6). 

Mnsd was born during this critical time. His mother managed to conceal him for 
three months and when she could not manage any longer, she was inspired by Allah 
to put Mflyj into a waterproof basket and throw it into the river (20:38-39), Maryam, 
Mdsd's sister, was asked to watch the floating box from a distance to avoid suspicion 
(28:11). 
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The box reached the other shore and one of the members of Fir*aiwi’s family 
picked it up and was excited to find a lovely baby boy inside Mm was then taken to 
I'ir'awn s wife and she was very glad to have the baby and adopted him (28:8—9). 
M Usd's sister went to Fir‘awn's palace and suggested a nanny to look after the baby, a 
woman who would be suitable to suckle him. This woman was none other than 
Mfoil's mother (28:12). 

So Mm came hack to his mothers lap. This is how Allnh protects whoever He 
wills. 

Mm grew up in Fir'awn’s house and during this time he came across an Egyptian 
who was heating an Israelite. Mflsa gave the Egyptian a blow and killed him accidentally 
(28:15). 

He left Fir‘awn f s house and went to Madyati (Midian) (28:22 28). He stayed there 
for ten years before moving on to ftiwd. a valley at the foot of ’Mount Sinai . Here. 
Mm received divine guidance and was selected as a messenger of Allnh (28:30). 

Allnh bestowed on Ate? two signs: a ‘stick’ which, when thrown down, would 
turn into a living serpent, and the ability to make his hand shine after it was drawn 
out from under his arm (20:17 22). 

Allnh commanded Ate? to go to Fir ( awn and invite him to Tawlfld (20:42-44). He 
begged Allnh to make his brother H?rfln his helper and Allnh granted his prayer 
(20:24-36). 

Ate? and Hdr fin went to Fir‘awn. They exhorted him to obey Allnh and grant the 
Israelites their freedom. Fir*mm refused to do either (20:47-54; 26:16-17). 

Instead, he made fun of Ate?. Ate? showed Ins signs to impress upon Fir'awn that 
his message was true. He threw his stick to the ground and it changed into a serpent. 
Ate? picked it up and it turned back into a stick. Fir'auw and bis followers were 
amazed to see this, but he thought that Ate? was a magician and challenged him to 
face his own magicians who could show ever more stunning magic (26:23 37). 

On the appointed day, the magicians of Fir‘aim were badly defeated. The false 
snakes they produced by their sticks were all swallowed up by the serpent of Ate ?s 
stick Fir'awn and his magicians could hardly believe their eyes. His magicians bowed 
to the truth and professed their faith in Allah (26:38-47). 

Fir‘awn became angry and began to torture the Band Isrd'll even more. 

It was during this time that Allrth commanded Ate?to leave Egypt with Ins followers 
(20:77). Ate? asked his followers to get ready and they slipped out at night to avoid 
Fir‘awns attention and reached the shore of the sea. They were chased by Fir‘awn 
and his soldiers. They almost caught the Israelites, in front of whom was the mighty 
sea. At this moment, Allnh ordered Mm to throw his stick in the water and, as he did 
so, the sea was divided into two and a road was ready in the middle, allowing the 
Israelites to cross (26:52-65). 

Fir‘aum followed in hot pursuit. Ate? and ins people safely reached the other 
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shore. Hr'aum and his soldiers were still in the middle of the sea when suddenly the 
water on both sides began to pour over them, 

Lir'awn and his soldiers were drowned (26:66). This is how Allflh punishes 
transgressors and helps His servants. 

■■hmhmk 1S3 (|esus) «*•?■ 

The Hand Isra’fl were given many favours by Almighty Allah but they were very 
ungrateful.They violated Allah s orders, ridiculed the prophets and even killed some 
of them. They started to worship idols and made a mockery of Allah's message. 

Allah, the Merciful, again sent a prophet to bring them to the right path. This 
prophet was 7>vT, son of Maryam (Mary) (2:87). Allah bestowed on him the Injll (Gospel) 
and ‘ha confirmed what was in the Taurnlh (Torah)(5:46,61:6), 

Prophet ‘Isa had a miraculous birth 1 !e was born of the virgin Maryam (Mary) 
without a father, by Allah's command (19:17-21). Allah can do anything He likes. 
Everything is possible for Him. When He wants to get something done, He only 
says,‘Be’ and there it is (2:117). 

We know that Adam was created by Allah without a father and a mother. So, it was 
no wonder that Allah could create 7*7 without a father. 

7*7, born of virgin Maryam , could talk even as a baby. He was made a prophet 
when he was 30, and he did his duty as a prophet for three years (19:29-34). 

Allah endowed him with some miraculous powers. He could make birds out of 
clay, heal leprosy within minutes, restore the eyes of the blind and also make the dead 
come alive. He could do all these miracles by the mercy ofAllah.The Qur’an mentions 
the miraculous powers and the birth of 7sfl in S(lrah Ali 'Imran: 

“(And remember) when the angels said: O, Mary! Allah gives you the. glad tidings of a word 
from Him, whose name is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, illustrious in the World and the 
Hereafter and one o f those brought near (unto Allah). 

He will speak to mankind iti his cradle and in his manhood , and he is of the righteous. 

She (Mary) said: My Lord! How can I luwe a child when no mortal has touched me? Ik 
said , So (it will be). Allah creates what He wishes. If He decrees a thing, He says to it only: He, 
and it is. 

And He will teach him the Scripture and wisdom , and the Torah and the Gospel. 

And will make him a messenger to the Children of Israel , (saying): l come to you with a 
sign from my Lord. See! I fashion for you out of clay the likeness of a bird, by Allah's leave. I 
heal him who was born blind and the leper, and I raise the dead, by A Hah s leave. And / 
announce to you what you eat and what you store up in your houses. Here truly is a portent 
for you, tf you are to be believers. 

And I come to you confirming what was before me of theTorah , and to make lawful some of 
what was forbidden to you. I come to you as a sign from your Lord, so keep your duty to Allah 
and obey me. 
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Allah is my Lord mid your Lord, so worship Him . Hull is a straight path. ” (3:45—5}} 
He asked the people to obey Allah alone but some of his followers made fantasies 
about him and they considered him a part of Allah, even a son of Allah (5:116-117). 

Muslims believe in *IsS as a prophet and a servant of Allah (43:59). They do not 
believe that he is the son of Allah. Allah does not have a son or daughter. He is not 
like any of the creatures.There is none like Him. Allah is One and Indivisible.There 
is no idea of a Trinity in IslJIni (4:171). Trinity is dear partnership (Shirk). Muslims 
believe it is a big sin to say anyone is the son of Allah (5:17,19:35). 

According to the Qur'an, Prophet Tva was not crucified; rather, he was taken up by 
Allah, the Almighty and the Most Wise (4:157 158). Everything is possible for Allah. 
It was He who saved Ibrilhlm from the fire and Atfflsa bom Ftr'awn. He is the only 
Creator of the whole universe and all that is in it. 

The chian of prophetood (Risalah) began with the first man on earth Adam and 
continued with Ibrahim,Mnsct, hmsHhlshSq, hn and ended with Muhammad Each 
and everyone of Allah’s messangers carried the same message. Islam began with Adam 
and was completed and finalised as a blessing for mankind with the final messanger 
of Allah, Muhammad &. 
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Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. Who or what lived on earth before human beings? 

2. Who was Adam and why did Allah create him? 

3. Who was HauwfJ 1 and why did Allah create her? 

4. Where did Adam and f/amitf' live at first? 

5. Who refused to prostrate before Adam and why? 

6. What mistakes did Adam and HawwR 1 make when they were in Heaven? 

7. Write out the prayer Adam and HauwB* made to Allah after they were trapped by j 

the devil. 

8. Why did prophet Nnh have to build an ark? 

9. What happened to the people who would not listen to Prophet Nnh? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What does the Qur’Zn state about the creation of Adam? 

2. Why do you think lblls refused to bow to Adam? 

3. Describe what happened to Adam and hiawwd ’ after they were sent to live in al- 
Jamah? 

4. Briefly narrate the story of N(lh’s ark. What hard lesson did \ T Qn learn through 
the fate of his son? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. What important lessons do we learn from the story of Adam and Hauwl' as 
regards the origin of evil the forgiveness of Allah, and the equality of women 
with men? 

2. “ Many people die iti catastrophes of nature hut they are all judged as individuals. '*1 )iscuss 
this statement. 

3. Contrast the Islamic understanding of creation with the theories developed by 
physicists and evolutionists to explain our existence. 
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what did you learn? (6b) 


m 


Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1. Who was Kh alllull ah and what does this name mean? 

2. Who was Prophet Ibrahim's father? 

3. What did Prophet Ibrahim say to his father about the worship of idols? 

4. What did Prophet Ibrahim do on the day of the festival? 

5. Did the fire burn Prophet Ibrahim? What does this show about Allah’s power? 

6. Make a list of the miracles that happened during Prophet MfisJ's life. 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What was the significance of the incident of Prophet Ibrahim not being burnt by 
the fire of the idol worshippers? 

2. Why do Muslims think idol worship is foolish and unreasonable? 

3. u I^ophe t Ibrahim s life was one of true sacrifice, "Explain this statement using examples 
from his life. 

4. Describe incidents from Prophet Musas life to show how his hr.au was tested. 
Ciive examples of how Muslims are being tested nowadays. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. “Fir 'awn epitomizes tyrannical rulers of today and dearly displays where arrogance can 
lead” Discuss this statement. 

2. I he prophets Ibrahim and Mas a were ‘saved’ by Allah. Why do you think Allah 
does not save all noble martyrs? Discuss the importance of faith in Allah s justice 
and the Ahhirah. 

3 How is the story of Prophet Ibrahim's life connected with the rituals of Hajj? 
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shan'ah (Islamic Law) 


S harj'ah is the code of law for the Islamic way of life The word Shariah means 
a clear straight path or example. It is the system of law from Allah for 
humanity to follow 

Shari'ah, or Islamic law, is the code of conduct for Muslims and is based on two main 
sources: the Qur'an and the Surtnah of the Prophet It aims at the success and welfare 
of mankind both in this life and the life after death, 

SkarVah prescribes a complete set of laws for the guidance of mankind so that 
Good (Ma‘rnf) is established and F,vil (Munkar) is removed from society. It provides a 
dear and straight path which leads to progress and fulfilment in life and the attainment 
of Allah’s pleasure. It is the best system of law for humans from Allah. 

The Qur'an is the main basis of Shariah, It states the principles while the Sunnah 
ot the Prophet provides the blueprint of how to apply them, for example, the 
Qur’an says: establish §alah, observe Sawm, pay Zakilii. take decisions by consultation, do 
not earn or spend in wrong ways — - but it does not describe how to do these things. It 
is the Sunnah of the Prophet wh ich shows us how to act on Allah’s commands. 

The Qur'an is the main book of guidance and the Prophet taught us how to 
follow it. The Prophet $ not only told us how to follow the guidance, he also 
practised it himself. Prophet Muhammad's & life was the living Qur’an. 

Shari 'ah has rules for every aspect of life. It is complete and perfect, and its application 
guarantees success, welfare and peace here on this earth and in the Akhirah. 
Man-made laws differ from SfoirfVt/r in a number of significant ways. 


Man-made Law 

I Men make laws when they feel the 
need; these laws start from a few and 
then grow in number over the years, 

2, Laws made by men are not permanent; 
they are changed to suit peoples 
wishes and desires. For example, in a 
particular country at a particular time, 
drinking alcohol may be banned; but 
this can change when public pressure 
grows. The American Government 
once banned all alcoholic drinks, but 
removed the ban after a time because 
it could not be enforced. 


Sharp ah or Allah’s Law 

Islamic 1 aw is complete and perfect, and 
covers all aspects of human life. Men of 
learning explain and clarify Sharf\ik tor 
the benefit of ordinary people. 

SharVah is permanent for all people 
all the time. It does not change with 
time and conditions. For example, 
drinking wine and gambling are not 
allowed under Islamic law. No one can 
change this; it is law that is valid for 
all time and for all places. 
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wnai aia you learn/ i&cj 



Key Stage 3 (11-14) 

1 Who was Lti? 

2. Who was Prophet 'ha's mother? Briefly write about his birth. 

3. What hook did Allnh reveal to Prophet ‘Is8? 

4. Was Prophet IsQ crucified? Explain your answer. 

5. What was special about Prophet 'ha? 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. “Prophet 'hit’s life includes many miraculous things, hut he was still n human being.” 
Justify this statement. 

2. What was the teaching of Prophet 'ha? Did he ask his followers to worship him? 
Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Explain the doctrine of Tawhtd and the doctrine of the Trinity. Can you reconcile 
the two? Give your reasons. 

2. “ Risalah was the channel of communication between man and Allah. ” Discuss. 

3. Although Islam is totally opposed to shirk, can you outline the teaching in the 
Qur'an that commends some Christians? 
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4. Swum Ibn Majah (Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad InnYazld al-QazwinI y known as 
Ibn Majah. born 209 AH. died 273 AH/886 CE). 

3. Jflmi' ul 7 inn id hi (Abu ‘ha Muhammad bin f hu at-Tirmidhv date of birth not 

recorded, died 279 AH/892 CE), 

6. Suitan ati-Nasfi’J (Abu Abdur Rahman Ahmad bin Shu'aib an-Nas3% born 
213 AH, died 303 AH/915 CE). 

In addition to this, the Muwatta’ of Imam Malik (born 93 AH, died 179 AH), 
Musnad of Ahmad bin Hanhal (born 164 Al {. died 241 A! 1/855 CE) and Mishkst al 
Matfbih of Abu Muhammad al-Husain bin Mas ( Ud (died 5 If' A11) are also well known. 
There are many more collections and commentaries of Ahudffh 

Fiqh 

Fiqh is the science of Islamic law or jurisprudence. It refers to the explanation, 
collection and compilation of Islamic laws based on the Qur'an and the Sutmah of 
the Prophet 4§tThe word Fiqh means knowledge and understanding. 

The scholars of Islamic Law have made Shariah easier to understand and practise 
by the science of Fiqh. A person who has a detailed knowledge and understanding of 
Fiqh is called a Faqlh. A person qualified to give a ruling on issues in SharVah is called 
a Mufti.The ruling he gives is called a fatwu (pi. fatawa). 

Some great Muslims devoted themselves to the task of developing the science of 
understanding Islamic law and its practice. The four best known compilers and 
interpreters of Islamic law or Sharf‘ah are: 

1, Abu Flanlfah Nit'nuln bin Thubit, known as InulmAbu Hanlfah (born 80 AH, died 
150 AH/767 CE). 

2. Malik bin Anas .known as Imam Malik (93-179 AH/795 CE) 

3 Muhammad bin Idns ash-Shaft % known as Imam Shaft T (150-240 Al 1/820 CE). 
4. Ahmad bin Hanhal. known as Imam Ibn Hanbal (164-241 AH/855 CE). 

Islamic law divides human activities into: (1) Fard V/ or Wit jib (duty or obligatory) 

— performance of these actions is rewarded and their omission is punished. (2) Manduh 
(recommended) — actions the performance of which is rewarded but omission of 
which is not punished. (3) Muhah Vl 3 (silent) — actions permitted by silence. (4) Makrtth 
(disliked or reprehensible) - actions disapproved of but not punishable. (5) Hanlm 
(forbidden) — actions punishable by law. 

Islamic Law or SharVah embodies the ideal Islamic life. Islam is the complete way 
of life and Shari'ah is the means to arrive at the ideal life recommended by Islam. 
Shari‘ah enables us to synchronise our life with the will of Allah. Et is the means of 
achieving our goal of life, which is to have blissful life here and in the hereafter. 
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mmmmmmmmmmmmm what did you learn? (7] m 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What is SharVah and why do we need it? ■ 

2. What are the sources of Shari'ah? 

3. What is Sumiah and where can we find examples of it? 

4. What are the six authentic books of Sunn ah? 

5. What does the word Fiqh mean and what docs it cover? 

6. What arc the names of the four most famous compilers of Islamic Law? 

7. Discuss the importance of SharJ'ah in comparison with man-made laws. 

8. Divide human activities into five groups according to Islamic Law. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1 Discuss the need for SharJ'ah in the modern world. Include the shortcomings of 
man-made laws. 

2. What are Suntuih and Fiqh? Discuss how they help Muslims to answer problems 
facing them 111 the present day 

3. Many societies are afraid of Shari'ah. Are these fears justified? How might Shari'ah 
be abused? Is Western society too‘soft’on criminals? 


j 

]) 
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Social Life in Islam 


Family life in Islam 



F amily is the basis of Islamic society. Its origin goes back to the beginning of 
the creation of man and woman Adam and Hauwft’ (Eve). So, it is an 
institution founded by Allah’s will, Allah says in the QufStt: 

“O mankind, be mindful of your duty to your Lord mho created you from <\ single soul ami 
from it created its mate and from the two created many men and women '* (4:1) 

Marriage is the basis of the Islamic family. A good and sound society can only 
grow if a man and a woman are bound in a solid relationship through the sacred 
contract of marriage. 

Marriage develops love, care and cooperation between the husband and wife. It 
gives peace of mind and provides a secure and solid basis for the growth and progress 
of the whole human race. Without marriage, the human race would come to a 
standstill. Marriage was the practice of most of the prophets including Muhammad 


mm—mmm—mmmm Marriage (Nikahl mwmmmmmmmw 

Marriage is a sacred social contract between a bridegroom and .1 bride. A great deal 
of thought is necessary therefore before a man and a woman decide to marry. 

Piety should come before all other considerations. Prophet Muhammad said, 
“Do not many only jot the sake of beauty, maybe the beauty becomes the cause of moral 
decline. Do not marry even for the sake of wealth; maybe the wealth becomes the reason of 
disobedience; marry rather on the grounds of religions devotion. *’ (Ibn Mfljah) "A mman is 
married for four things: her wealth, her family status, her beauty and her religion . So you 
should marry the religious woman (otherwise) you will be a loser. ” (aLBukhtlrf) 

A Muslim man is expected to marry a Muslim woman although in some cases chaste 
Jewish and Christian women can be married. However, a Muslim woman is not allowed 
to marry a non-Muslim man. In Islam, marriage is a religious and social institution and 
not simply a sexual relationship, 

Muslim marriages are traditionally arranged by parents but the final say lies with 
the man and the woman. Islam does not allow free mixing of grown-up boys and 
girls, nor does it allow sex outside marriage. Islam does not approve of the boyfriend/ 
girlfriend system, or mixed parties which may lead to pre-marital sex. 


Arranged Marriages, Forced Marriages 

Islam recognises a marriage arranged by parents or relatives where the bride and 
groom have freely and willingly given their consent; indeed, consent of both parties 
to a marriage is a must. Without this a marriage is not valid. 

This was made very clear by the Prophet Ufa. Khans! hint Khidhtln al-Ansarfy! 
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narrated that her father gave her in marriage when she was a matron (childless 
woman, divorcee or a widow) and she disliked that marriage. So, she went to Allah s 
Messenger and he declared the marriage null and void (al-Buklulrl). 

Abti Hurairah narrated that the Prophet said,"A matron should not be given in 
marriage except after consulting her (i.e. getting her consent), and a virgin should 
not be given in marriage without her permission (consent).” (nl-BukhllrJ) 

There is no room for forced marriages in Islam. To force anyone into a marriage is 
not lawful in Islam. Freely-given consent is a basic requirement in Islamic marriage. 
No one should force either a male or a female into a marriage: even the parents who 
always want the best for their children should not force them into marriage to 
which they have not consented. Lack of the correct knowledge about Islam and 
insistence on local customs and culture may be the reason for doing un-Islamic 
things. Muslims should follow the teachings of the Qur’flw and the Sunnah of the 
Prophet There is nothing wrong in following local customs and culture if they 
do not violate Islamic teachings 


t 
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Divorce 

Islnmic society is based on submission and obedience to the will of Allah, 1 lushand 
and wife, bound by marriage, are Allah s servants and representatives (Khallfah). 
Marriage must not conflict with the purpose of life (seeking Allah's pleasure), rather 
it should lead towards its achievement. 

Divorce is allowed but is regarded as the least desirable of all lawful acts. Prophet 
Muhammad Hfc said, “Of all things which have been permitted, divorce is the most 
hated by Allah.” (Abti Dawttd, Urn Majah) Islam encourages adjustment, reconciliation 
and happiness but when living together is impossible, Islamic law does not prohibit 
divorce (fedaef). 

wmmmmmmmm Status of Women in Islam wmammsmmrnmm 

Women are an important and integral part of Islamic society Unlike a number of 
other religions, Islam holds a woman in high esteem Her importance as a mother 
and a wife has been clearly stated by Prophet Muhammad 

A man came to the Prophet and said. “Messenger of Allah, f desire to go on a 
military expedition and I have come to consult you. ’The Prophet Sv asked him if he had 
a mother, and when he replied that he had, he said, “Stay with her. for Paradise is at her 
feet." (an-NasJ’l) 

Once a person asked the Prophet “Who deserves the best care from me?” Hie 
Prophet gfc replied , “Your mother (he repeated this three times), then your father and then 
your nearest relatives. ” (air Bukhari) 

in his farewell speech at Arafat in the tenth year of the Hijrah, the Prophet ££ said, 
“O people, your wives have certain rights over you and you have certain rights over them. Treat 
them well and be kind to them, for they are your partners and committed helpers . ” 

The Prophet also said, " The best among you is the one who is the best towards his 
wife, ” (at-Tirmidhl) 

These sayings clearly prove the important position given to women in Islam yet 
there are people, especially in the West, who have misgivings about the status of 
women in Islam. lo these people, the Muslim woman is seen almost as ‘ a prisoner 
within the four walls of the house*, a ‘non-person’, and ‘ someone who has no rights and living 
always under the domination of a man \ These notions are totally wrong and are based 
on ignorance rather than correct knowledge of Islam. 

One of the rites of Hajj is a fast walk between $afd and Marwah , which is observed 
to remember the event of Hajar (Hagar), mother of Prophet Ismfi'il, who ran between 
these two lulls to find water. This is another proof of the importance and respect 
given to women by Islam. 

In order to judge the incorrect ideas held by western people, it would be useful to 
survey the attitudes to women in different societies in the past. 
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During the Roman civilization, for example, a woman was regarded as a slave. The 
Greeks considered her a commodity to be bought and sold. Early Christianity regarded 
women as temptresses, responsible for the fall of Adam from Heaven 1 . 

Tn India, the Hindus until recently considered their women worse than death, 
pests, serpents or even Hell. A wife’s life ended with the death of her husband. In the 
past, a widow had to jump into the flames of her husband’s funeral pyre 2 . 

In pre-lslamic Arabia, a woman was treated as a cause for grief and unhappiness 
and baby girls were sometimes buried alive after birth. This is mentioned in the 
Qur'an when Allah says: “And when the female (infant) buried alive (as the pagan Arabs 
used to do) is questioned. For what sin urn she killed?“ (81:8-9) 

In France, in 587 CE, a conference was held to study the status of women and to 
determine whether a woman could truly be considered a human being or not! 
Henry VI11 in England forbade the reading of the Bible by women and throughout 
the middle ages the Catholic Church treated women as second-class citizens. In the 
universities of Cambridge and Oxford, male and female students were not given the 
same rights until 1964. Before 1850, women were not counted as citizens in England 
and English women had no personal rights until 1882A 

If we keep this status in mind and look into the position of the women in Islam, 
we must conclude that Islam liberated women from the dark age of obscurity, 
insecurity and being non-entities fourteen hundred years ago! 

Islam is a religion of common sense. It conforms with human nature. It recognises 
the realities oflife.This does not mean it has recognised equality of man and woman 
in every respect. Rather, it has defined their duties according to their different 
biological make-up (2:228). Allah has not made man and woman identical, so it 
would be against nature to try to have total equality between a man and a woman. 

That would destroy the social balance. Society would not prosper but would instead 
have insoluble problems such as broken marriages, children born outside marriage and 
the break-up of family life.These problems are already rife in Western society. Schoolgirl 
pregnancies, an increase in abortions, divorce and many other problems have resulted 
from a permissive outlook and the so-called freedom of women championed by feminists. 

Rights of Women in Islam 

Allah lias created every living being in pairs, male and female (51:49), including 
mankind. Allah has honoured the children of Adam — both male and female (17:70). 
Men and women who believe are friends of one another (9:71) Allah will reward 
both men and women in the life after death (3:195). 


Notes: 

t Encyclopaedia Brit atm ica, vol. 19, p. 909 (1977 edition) 

2 Islam: beliefs, k^hktion and morals. Dr Ahmad Shabby, p. 308, (1970 Cairo) 
3. Ibid - pp. 312, 314 
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two or three or four; and if you fear that you cannot deal justly (with them), thru one only or 
(slaves) that your right hands possess. Unis it is more likely to prevent you from doing injustice” 
(4:3) This verse says that in order to marry more than one woman, a man must he 
fair and just to each of them. If he is unable to do so, he should marry only one 
woman. 

Another verse of the Qur'an says; "You will not he able to deal fairly between wives, 
however much you wish. So do not incline fee much to one of them so that you leave another 
in suspense, if you come to a friendly understanding and fear Alldh.Allilh is ever Forgiving and 
most Merciful.” (4:129) I his further emphasizes fair treatment. But in special 
circumstances fstam allows polygamy. These situations are: 

1. When a wife is barren and cannot bear children but the husband wants children. 
It is better to have a second wife than to divorce the barren one. However, a 
barren wife has the option to seek separation from her husband it she wishes, on 
the grounds of the second marriage of her husband, 

2. ft the first wife is chronically ill and she is unable to carry out her marital and 
household chores, the husband may marry another woman and thus help restore 
family stability. 

3. Polygamy may be the solution to the problems of a society which has more 
women than men. This happens especially after a war. The verse in the Qur'fftt 
allowing more than one wife was revealed after the battle of Uhud in which 
many Muslim men were martyred 

The proportion of women to men increased considerably in the countries which 
took part in the First and Second World Wars. A solution to such a situation is 
marriage to more than one woman by those men who are able to and can be fair to 
each wife. This is better than leaving a large number of unmarried women 

Islam strictly forbids any sexual relationship outside marriage. There is no such 
thing as a mistress in Islamic society. Islam has given dignity to women by marriage 
and has protected them from exploitation of greedy and selfish men. Having more 
than one wife is better and more dignified than having a number of mistresses, Islam 
holds you responsible for your actions. You cannot just enjoy women and avoid the 
responsibilities of fatherhood.This is inhuman and unjust. 

There should be no one-parent families or illegitimate children in an ideal Islamic 
society. It is only possible in a cultural climate ot irresponsible and uncontrolled 
permissiveness. A woman who is going to be a second wife can refuse to marry the 
man on the grounds that he already has a wife. But it a woman happily consents to 
her husband marrying again and the second wife agrees, why should anyone else 
object to it? 

The overwhelming majority of Muslims are monogamous — they have only one 
wife.The fact that some Muslims have more than one wife has become a matter for 
propaganda against Islam and such propaganda can give a misleading impression of 
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the Islamic way of life.This is especially so when non-practising Muslims are given 
prominence in this propaganda. 

As opposed to polygamy, the case of polyandry (a woman having more than one 
husband) may be raised. The case of polyandry is unpractical and it creates problems 
rather than solving them. 1 low will paternity be decided? Whit h husband would claim 
the fatherhood of die child? How would inheritance be decided? Such questions have 
no answer in polyandry 

Furthermore, it is possible for a man to live with more than one wife and have 
children from all of them. But for a woman to be the wife of more than one husband 
seems almost impossible. A woman can bear children from only one husband at a 
time. Polyandry is forbidden in Islam. 

Islam is a pragmatic way of life. It has responded to reality and necessity. It has also put 
a check on human tendencies and ensured balance.The system is full of wisdom and is 
perfectly scientific, fair and completely logical 
Alfth, the All-knowing, has prescribed what is best for us. We should not be apologetic 
in our approach. Islam provides the best answers to all problems. We cannot blame Islam 
if we do not know it or fail to understand it We need to look at Islam as a whole, not 
only at a part of it. This is because Islam views life as a whole and does not divide it into 
different parts. 

All areas of life are inter-related; the status of women, marriage and family life are 
essential aspects of the whole Islamic system. One has to take a holistic view of 
Islam, there is no room to ‘pick and choose' and for prejudicial comments. 

What did you team? (8) mmmmmmmmmm 

Key Stage 4 (15—16) 

1. Discuss the role of marriage as the basis of the Islamic family. Why does Islam 
not allow extramarital relationships? Give your reasons 

2. What status is given to women by Islam? How do men abuse this status? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1 Under what circumstances is polygamy allowed in Islam? Discuss the practicality 
and responsibility of this provision in Islam. 

2. “Women in Islam have been given both respect and dignity.” Discuss this statement 
with reference to their rights and duties. To what extent are Western 
misconceptions about Muslim women based on what they observe from Muslim 
men who are ignorant or negligent of real Islam, or on prejudicial coverage in 
the Western media? 
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Economic System of Islam 9 

■w-slam is a complete way of life. No part of the life of an individual or a community 
I is left out of Islam. The economic aspect is an important part of life, so Islam 
JLgives detailed guidelines for the conduct of our economic life. It concerns mainly 
how wc earn and use our wealth.! lie Islamic system ts balanced and places everything 
in its right place. 

Earning and spending money is essential for our living, but we do not live only for 
this, Man needs bread to live but he does not live for bread alone. We have a greater 
purpose in life. Wc are Allah’s agents (Khaltfah) on earth. We not only have a body but 
we also have a soul (Rflh) and a conscience. Without a conscience, our behaviour 
would be worse than wild animals and would create enormous problems in society. 

Everything in Islam is for the benefit and welfare of humanity The economic 
principles of Islam aim to establish a just society in which we behave responsibly and 
honestly, not selfishly lighting for the biggest slice of the cake without regard for the 
rights of other humans, honesty, truth, decency, crust and responsibility. 

The economic system of Islam is based on the following principles: 

1. Earning and Expenditure by Hala! Means 

Muslims are not allowed to earn and spend in any way they like. Islam has laws, 
based on the Qur'an and the Sunnah y to regulate earning and expenditure: 

a. Earnings from the production, sale and distribution of alcoholic drinks are 
unlawful, as are earnings from gambling, lotteries and from Rifal (interest or 
usury) transactions (5:90-91; 2:275). 

b. Earning by falsehood, deceit, fraud, and theft is unlawful (Hafltm ).'Faking orphans' 
property deceitfully has been particularly forbidden (2:188; 4:2; 6:152; 7:85; 83:1— 

5). 

c. Hoarding food stuff and basic necessities, smuggling and the artificial creation ol 
shortages for immediate profit and gain are unlawful (3:180; 9:34-35). 

d. Earnings from brothels and from other immoral sources which are harmful to 
society are also unlawful (24:23). 

Islam strikes at the root of evil and wants to establish a just and fair society A 
Muslim must earn his living in Haiti! ways and he should always bear in mind that 
whatever he does is known to Allah. He will be accountable for his actions on the 
1 )ay of Judgement. He cannot hide anything from the knowledge of Almighty Allah. 

Unlawful expenditure is not allowed in Islam. A Muslim should not spend his 
money irresponsibly. Rather, he should spend it wisely and thoughtfully- Extravagance 
and waste are strongly discouraged (7:31; 17:26; 19:27-31; 25:28). 


165 



166 













































2. Right to Property and Individual Liberty 

In J,sl3m a person has a right to his earnings.The Islamic state does not interfere with 
the freedom of speech, work or earnings of an individual provided this freedom does 
not harm the greater good of society. Every individual is answerable to Allah for his 
or her actions on the Day of judgement (4:7; 36:7 J; 16:111). 

3. System of Zakah (Welfare Contribution) 

Compulsory payment of Zakah is one of the basic principles of an Isifrnic economy 
It is one of the basic duties flbadah) of Islam. Every Muslim who has sufficient 
wealth must pay the fixed rate of Zakah to the Islamic state (see Chapter 2). Zakah 
helps to narrow the gap between the rich and the poor. It is a form of social security. 
An idea) Isldmic state is responsible for providing the basic necessities of food, clothing, 
housing, medicine and education for every citizen. No one should have any fear of 
insecurity, poverty or hunger (9:60,103; 98:5). 

The voluntary giving of charity ($adiuph) is greatly recommended, and charitable 
giving to good causes to ensure human welfare has been particularly emphasized in 
Islam. It is a further means of helping the poorest and most vulnerable in society. It 
encourages those blessed by Adah with more than they need, to show consideration 
tor the less fortunate and discharge social responsibility. 

4. Prohibition of Rib3 (interest or usury) 

An Islamic economy prohibits all transactions involving Riba (interest or usury). Jn 
Islam there is no distinction between interest and usury. Islam allows only a ^cro rate 
of interest, that is. no interest at all. Whatever the name used, interest or usury, it is 
prohibited in Islam. 

Interest is neither a trade nor a profit. It is a means of exploitation and concentration 
of wealth. The Qur'an says: 

“They say , 'trade is like interest/ But Allah has allowed trade and forbidden interest . " 
(2:275) 

"Whatever you pay as interest, so that it may increase in the property of (other) men, it does 
not increase with Allah. ” (30:39) 

“O you who believe, do not take interest, doubling and multiplying, and keep your duty to 
Allah , so that you may prosper . M (3:130) 

“O you who believe > observe your duty to Allah and give up what remains (due) from 
interest, if you are believers. But if you do not do it, then be warned of urn from Allah and His 
messenger; and if you repent, then you shall have your capital. Do not exploit and be not 
exploited (2:278-279) 

Interest (Riba) is an integral part of modern free-market economies. Unlike Zakah, 
which distributes wealth from the rich to the poor, interest takes wealth from the 
poor to the rich. Modern economies entirely depend on interest (Riba). It is assumed 
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that no economy can function without interest.This false assumption is challenged 
by the existence and the growth of successful interest-free facilities offered by Islamic 
banks and investment companies throughout the world, including the UK. 

A fully-fledged interest-free economy is not yet a reality. It is a complex situation. 
Nevertheless, we should work towards an interest-free economy to ensure social 
justice and equal access to opportunities for everyone in the world. An interest-free 
economy is only possible when an Islamic government carefully and systematically 
plans and implements the economic system of Islam. Political or state authority is 
essential to implement an Islamic economic system. 

5. Law of Inheritance (MlrSith) 

The Islamic law of inheritance (Mlrfith) is a marvellous system that ensures the fair 
distribution of wealth after someone dies, It details the rights of relatives over the 
property of the deceased person. Suratun Nisft’ of the Qur'an deals with the law of 
inheritance in great detail (4:7-12,176). 

Conclusion 

Islam has laid down many more rules and guidelines about economic life. All human 
and natural resources should be put to good use in an Islamic state. Corruption and 
all immoral pursuits must be rooted out, even if they are economically lucrative. 
Some individual freedoms may have to be sacrificed for the greater good of society. 

Islam encourages simplicity, modesty, charity mutual help and cooperation. It discourages 
selfishness, miserliness, greed, extravagance exploitation and unnecessary waste. 

We have discussed the main points of the Islamic economic system, k is beyond 
the scope of this book to go into greater depth. Interested readers who would like to 
study further are encouraged to read some of the many books on IslSmic economics. 
You will find a list in the bibliography at the end of this book. 

what did you learn? (9) mmhh 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Explain the concept of Zakah and contrast it with Riba (interest). Why is Riba so 
unfair to the poor? 

2. What are the mam principles of the Islamic economic system? 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1 . “Man does not live by bread alone/’ “The best things in life arc free. " Discuss these 
statements. 

2. Outline the principles of the economic system of Islam. Explain how it should 
lead to a more equal distribution of wealth 
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Political System of Islam 10 

P olitics is a part of Islam. It cannot be separated from it. Indeed, 
the separation of religion and politics is meaningless in Islam. We 
have already learnt that I slant is a complete system of life, and politics is very 
much a part of our collective life. Just as Islam teaches us how to say $al$h r observe 
Smm, pay Zaknh and undertake Hajj f so ir teaches us how to run a state, form a 
government, elect representatives, make treaties and conduct trade, 

A detailed discussion of the Islamic political system is not possible in this book, so 
we will have to content ourselves with its basic principles and main features. The 
interested reader will find references for further reading in the bibliography at the 
end of the book. 

The Islamic political system is based on the following main principles: 

1. Sovereignty of Allah 

Sovereignty means the source of power and authority. In Islam. Allah is the source of 
all powers and laws (3:154; 12 : 40 ; 25:2; 67:1). It is Allah Who knows what is good 
and what is bad for His servants. His say is final. Human beings should not and must 
not change His Law. For example, the Qur'Xn says, "As for the thief, male r mdjemalc, 
chop off their hands. It is the reward of their own actions and exemplary punishment from 
AMi.AMh is Mighty, Wise. ” (5:38) According to Islam, this order cannot be changed 
by any ruler or government claiming to be Islamic (5:44; 2:229). There are many 
laws in the Qur'iln concerning our life, and those laws must be put into practice by 
an Islamic state for the greater good of all human beings. 

2. Khilafah of Mankind (Viregerencv of Man) 

Man is the vicegerent, the agent or the representative of Allah on earth (2:30; 6:165). 
Allah is the sovereign and man is His representative. Man should do as Allah commands 
him to do. Man can choose either to obey or disobey Allah, but because of this 
freedom of choice he will be answerable to Allah on the Day of Judgement. In the 
political sense, Khiltifah means that human beings should implement the will of Allah 
on earth as His deputy or agent, on His behalf as a trust (Amdttak), An agent is always 
expected to behave as his master wants him to behave (10:14). 

3. Legislation by ShCira (Consultation) 

Islam teaches us how to run a government, to legislate and to arrive at decisions by 
the process of Shflrtf Shtlrft means “to take decisions by consultation and participation” 
(3:159; 42:38).This is an important part of the Islamic political system.There is no 
room for despotism and tyranny in Islam. Shttrii must be based on the Qur’iln and the 
Smmrt/j. It must not contradict or attempt to overrule the Qur’Rn and the Suntiah. 
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4. Accountability of Government 

The Islamic political system makes the ruler and the government responsible firstly 
to Allah and then to the people. The ruler must work for the welfare of the people 
according to the Qur'an and the Summit of Prophet Muhammad &”■ In Islam the 
ruler is a servant of the people. Citizens of an Islamic state have t he right to question 
the ruler and the government about any matters that concern them. In turn, the 
people must obey their ruler, so long as lie follows the Qur'an and Sw/wj/j. 

Both the ruler and the ruled are the Khallfah of Allah. They will appear before 
Allah and account for their actions on the Day of Judgement. The responsibility of 
the ruler is heavier than the ruled. 

5. Independence of the judiciary 

In the Islamic political system, the judiciary is independent of the executive. The 
head of the state, the government and any member or employee of the government 
can be called to the court when necessary. They would be treated no differently 
from other citizens.The Qur'an has many injunctions about justice. One of the main 
functions of the Islamic state is to ensure justice for all citizens (4;5H, 135; 5:8), The 
i tiler and the government have no right to interfere in the system of justice. 

6. Equality Before the Law 

The Islamic political system ensures equality for all citizens before the law. It does 
not discriminate against anyone on the basis of language, colour, class, race, religion 
or sex. Allah distinguishes between us on the basis of Taquft (piety or fear of Allah). 
One who loves and fears Allah most is the best and noblest in Islam (49:13). 

Conclusion 

The duty of an ideal Islamic state is to establish $atoh and Ztikah: promote the right 
and forbid the wrong (22:44). The state is responsible for the welfare of all citizens 
Muslims and non-Muslims alike. It must guarantee the basic necessities of life 
(food, clothing, housing, medicine and education) All citizens of the Islamic state 
should enjoy freedom of belief, thought, conscience and speech. Every citizen should 
be free to develop his potential, improve his capacity, earn wealth and own such 
wealth within the limits set by the Qur'an and the Sunnah.A citizen should enjoy the 
right to support or oppose any government policy which he thinks right or wrong 
with the following in mind: 

a. The Islamic state is duty bound to implement the laws of the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah . The Qur'an strongly denounces those who do not decide their matters 
by Allah's revelations (5:42-50). 

h. An ideal Islamic state should ensure a fair distribution of wealth. Islam does not 
believe in equal distribution as it is against the law of creation and basic human 
nature and instinct Islam ensures equitable distribution of wealth. 
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There is not a perfect Islamic state in the world today. There are many Muslim 
countries. An Islamic state is based on the model of the Prophet's & state in Madlnah 
while a Muslim state is one which has a majority Muslim population and some 
Islamic features. 

However, organised efforts are being made in many parts of the world to establish 
an Islamic system of government to implement the laws of the Qur'an and Sutmah. 
Notable among the organisations which have been working to Islanme society are: 
nlAkhwanul Muslimfln in the Middle East, Islami in Jhvu/jf?. Bangladesh 

and Kashmir, A dalet ve Kalkmm Partisi (A KP) in Turkey, Nahdatul d dam a ' (SI d in 
Indonesia, Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) in Algeria, National Islamic Front in Sudan, 
Parti Plant SeMalay.ua (PAS) in Malaysia, and Hi zb an- Salulah in Tunisia. There arc 
many more Islamic organisations which have also been working towards the 
Islamisation of societies. 

The efforts for Islamic revival in Egypt, Pakistan, Sudan, Iran, Turkey, Malaysia, 
Bangladesh, Algeria and elsewhere have generated great hope and enthusiasm among 
Muslim adults and youth all over the world. This hope can only become a reality 
when Muslims make actions match their words. Presently, there is a marked trend 
among the parties and organisations to present Islam in words more than in practice. 
But we must ensure our actions reflect what we profess. Only then will Almighty 
Allnh guarantee their success, (t is hoped that a real Islamic state will emerge from 
these efforts which will guide the world towards justice, happiness and peace. 



Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. “Politics is part of religion in Islam. ” Discuss this statement. 

2. "Muslims living in the West should he wary of getting involved in politics. ” Do you 
agree with this? Give reasons for your answer 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Discuss the institution of in Islam and the principle of Khilafah. Why is it 
that religion and politics cannot be separated in Islam? Why do so many societies 
wish to separate them? 

2. What should be done to establish a real Islamic state in the world according to 
the model set by Prophet Muhammad $£? Consider modern countries that are 
said to be ‘Islamic’, and discuss in what ways they fall short of the ideal. 

3. Explain the concept of sovereignty in Isl3m. How does it contrast with the 
concept of sovereignty in a democracy? 
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F ood and drink affect our health, growth and state of mind. Islam has given 
regulations about our food and drink. Islam aims to establish a healthy and 
moral society. It allows all wholesome and pure things to be taken as food and 
drink,The Qur'an says: 

“O Mankind, eat the lawful and good things from what is in the earth and do not follow 
the foot steps of the devil. Surely , he is your open enemy. " (2:168) 

It follows from this that Islam has forbidden only what is impure and harmful. Lawful 
things arc called HaM and forbidden things called HarJm in SharVah (Islamic law). 

Islam forbids eating the meat of the following: 

a. dead animals (i.e. those which died ‘naturally’); 
h. animals slain without invoking Allah y s name; 
r. animals strangled to death; 
d. pigs; 

e. carnivorous animals; 
f animals devoured by unld beasts. 

Islam also forbids the eating of the blood of an animal (2:173; 5:3; 6:145; 16:115). 
Islam teaches respect and consideration for the life and welfare of animals. It is one 
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of the many favours of Allah that He has created animals for mankind to eat by His 
permission, provided we slaughter them in the way He has prescribed. Islamic law 
requires an animal to be slaughtered by a sharp knife penetrating the inner part of 
the animal's neck, ensuring it dies quickly and allowing the maximum drainage ot 
blood Allah's name must be mentioned at the time of slaughter. 

The meat and by-products of animals not slain in this way are liar dm. Efforts 
should be made to obtain Halal meat from Muslim butchers. If there is no Muslim 
butcher nearby, then the 'Kosher’ meat of the Jews is regarded as Haiti! for Muslims. 

There are now plenty of Muslim butchers in most of the European countries, 
USA. Canada* Australia and New Zealand, In case of doubt, Muslims can eat vegetarian 
food (without alcoholic ingredients). 

Fish and vegetables are lawful. All kinds of intoxicating (alcoholic) drinks such as 
beer, wine and spirits are prohibited. Alcoholic drinks are not at all conducive to a 
healthy society. The Qur'an says: 

“O yen who believe, intoxicants and gambling, idols and divining arrows arc filthy tricks of 
Satan; avoid them so that yen may prosper. Satan wants to incite enmity and hatred among 
you by means of wine and gambling and prevent you from remembering AUtih from $altih. So 
will you not give them up?” (5:90-91) 

Drinking alcohol causes serious social problems in society. It leads to many crimes and 
sins. Islam aims to root out all evils to ensure that society remains healthy and peaceful. 
Islam also forbids the taking of drugs except for medical purposes. 

Muslims should begin meals by saying Bismilltihir Rahmtittir Rahim (In the name of 
Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind), and finish by reciting the following du\f; 



Alhamdu lillnhil lad hi at ‘arnanti wa saqtinti waja'aland initial mislimln. 

All praise is for Allah who gave us to cat and to drink and made us Muslims 

Prophet Muhammad & asked us to eat with the right hand and to wash our hands 
before and after meals It is better not to eat so much so as to fill the stomach. The 
Prophet also asked us not to drink water and other safe drinks in one go; rather, 
we should pause whilst drinking and it is better to have three pauses. 

The Islamic food regulations and guidelines are healthy, wholesome and beneficial for 
people. We should not find excuses to avoid Islamic laws and regulations, rather we must 
make serious efforts to follow Allah s commands, in order to live a healthy and happy life. 

D reSS MMHHM 

Islam asks us to look nice and decent. Allah has created man in the best of forms and 
I le wants His servants to dress nicely and decently. We should bear in mind that we 
are the best of all creatures and our dress should reflect this Proper dress helps 
prevent indecency, immoral behaviour, and adds beauty to our personality. 
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The Qur'an says; “0 children of Adam, m have revealed to you clothing to conceal your private 

parts and as a thing of beauty. But the garment ofTaqufi (piety) is the best of all. ” (7:26) 

Islam does not recommend any particular type of dress for us. However, there are 

guidelines which include: 

/. Men must cover their body at least from the navel to the knees. 

2. Women must cover their whole body except the face > hands and feet while inside, But they 
are also required to cover their whole body including a part of the face while going out or 
meeting adult males, outside close relatives. Some Islamic jurists allow the face to remain 
uncovered. 

3. Men ami women must not wear clothing that arouses base feelings. This includes clothing 
that is see-through, skin-tight or revealing. 

4. Men are not allowed to wear pure silk, clothes decorated with gold or gold jewellery. 

5. Men are not allowed to wear womens clothing and vice versa. 

6. Muslims arc not allowed to wear dress with symbols of other religions. 

Islam encourages simplicity and modesty. Dress expressing arrogance is disliked. 

The style of dress to wear depends on local custom and climatic conditions but the 

above guidelines still apply. 



Like all other religions, Islam has a number of special occasions of celebration and 
enjoyment These occasions are observed with devotion to seek the pleasure of Allah, 
not just for our own pleasure 

Festivals in Islam are occasions of thanksgiving, happiness and jov.The two major 
festivals in Islam each year are 'Idul Fitr and AdulAdha. 

7 'did l : itr is observed on the 1 st of Slumhll (the tenth month of the Islamic calendar), 
the day after the month of Ramadan. On this day, after a month of fasting, Muslims 
express their joy and happiness by offering a congregational prayer, if possible in an 
open field, otherwise in Mosques or hired halls. They express their gratitude to 
Almighty Allah for enabling them to observe a month offasting.The day is generally 
observed as a holiday in Muslim countries. Special dishes are prepared and it is 
customary to visit friends and relatives and to give presents to children. Muslims 
generally wear cheir best clothes on this day 

idul Adlid is on the 10th of D/m/ Hi[jah (the twelfth month of the Islamic calendar) 
and is followed by three further days of celebrating called Aiyftnmt Tashrlq. idul Adhz 
commemorates Prophet Ibrahim s (Abraham) readiness to sacrifice his son Ismail (Ishmael) 
following the command of Allah. Allnh accepted Ibrahims devotion and obedience and 
asked him to sacrifice a ram instead This occasion of great importance comes every 
year during the days of Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkah) and is observed by offering 
congregational prayer, as in idul Fi[r. 

After the prayer, Muslims who can afford it sacrifice animals like goats, sheep, cows or 
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camels to seek AUahs pleasure. The meat of the sacrificial animal is eaten and shared 
among relatives, neighbours and the poor. Fins sacrifice expresses the inner feeling of a 
Muslim that, if need be, he will sacrifice lus most loved possession for Allah. This is the 
lesson of the occasion. 

We must remember that what Allah wants is uot the animal nor its meat or blood; 
rather 1 le wants our devotion and submission to His command (22:37), 

Other festive occasions include Laihuuf Qadr (Night of Power), the day of ‘Arafat 
(9th of Dhul Iiijjdh), and 'AshdrJ' (10th of Muhmarn), 

The s SVi/<7/u/ Junm-ah on eacti Friday may also be regarded as a weekly festival for 
Muslims, when they gather together for congregational prayer. 

Islamic festivals are observed according to the Islamic calendar which is based on lunar 
months.The lunar year is shorter than the solar year hv about eleven days Festival dates 
are determined by the sighting of the new moon. 

A practising Muslim in todays world genuinely feels unhappy when fie sees injustice, 
inequality and oppression. Muslims in some parts of the world are under bad leadership 
and suffer from hunger and poverty. In other parts of the world Muslims are persecuted 
and killed for their beliefs. So, even on festival days, Muslims feel some sadness in 
their hearts when they think of those less forcunare titan themselves. 

Sometimes, in countries where Muslims are a minority, the sighting of the moon 
is a controversial issue and id is observed on different days. The unity of Muslims is 
less visible when we do not celebrate together. Muslims should ask Almighty Allah 
to help them to resolve this unhappy situation. When Allah's mercy and blessings 
flow, peace and happiness will be established in society and Muslims will be able to 
enjoy their festivals which are meant to make them happy and joyful 

what did you learn? (ill 

Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. What are the dietary rules of Islam? Make a list of the things that Muslims are 
not allowed to eat. 

2. What are the Islamic regulations tor dress? What is meant by modest dress and 
why is it important? 

3. Write an essay on the festivals of Islam. 

Key Stage 5 ( 17-18) 

1 Discuss the significance of the Islamic dress code for both men and women. In 
what ways might men dress immodestly? 

2. Discuss the evil effects of alcoholism for society as a whole. 

3. “Why should wc kill animals for food?*’ In the light of the growth of vegetarianism, 
discuss the Islamic attitude to eating meat. 
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“Surely, this Qur’an guides to that which is most just, 
and gives good news to believers who practise good and they will get a great reward . ” (17:9) 




: &3y*&MCjc 


(JsyLls 

^ Sy»i^ 

‘Vlflrf We (commands you, saying): This is My straight path, so follow it. 

Do not follow other paths, which will separate you from His path 
Thus He has ordered you so that you may be truly obedient (Muttacjtw). ” (6:153) 
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“He it is Who has sent His messenger with the guidance and the religion of truth, 
that He make it victorious over every other religion , however much the idolaters may dislike(61:9) 


Akhirah 


» *S<'' ^ ^ X ^ X * .* C * , 

j aJJb y 

yS* ^^ t-'^'s s' ^ *> s s" s ^s* yS * 

L^IIp 1 \S\J> o -y U \ <j£yj tli Ju*j 

^ * > * Ss f+s' rr/ss + yS*.s "Os'*? 

Vp C^jjO>U \ *UM 

Cy j^&ycs* ltu^ f^'j (j-Us 

^ > s' s S<* f s*' +s S S' s *i»s s Ss, s' SC-* . 

ffyLjJw tC$o*‘^s*s J.V 


"O mankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection 
then consider that Wc have created you horn dust, then from a drop of seed, 
then from something that clings, (hen from a hemp of flesh shapely and shapeless, 
so that We may make (our power) clear to you. 

And We cause what We wish to remain in the wombs for an appointed tunc, 
and afterwards We bring you forth as babies, 
then (give you growth) that you attain your full strength. 

And among you there is he who dies (young), 
and among you there is he who is brought to the most pitiable time of life (senility), 
so that, after knowledge, he knows not (because of infirmity). 

And you (Muhammad) see the earth barren, but when We send down rain thereon, 
it thrills and swells and puts forth every lovely kind of growth. 

This is all because of Allah. He is the Truth, 

Surely, He makes the dead alive and surely He has the power to do everything; 
there is no doubt that the Hour will come 
and truly Allah will raise those who are in graves. ” (22:5-7) 


178 


Tawhiii 



<juU J, 

'Z * s' S’ } *** * s' 

L/il^adJ &(j* J J j*-te Jj,1 

1 % \aA^ Ojtfjj c ^ iLli 


“Allah! There is none worthy of worship except Him , 
the Living, the Liver Listing! 

Slumber does not overtake Him nor docs sleep. 

Whatever is in the Heavens and in the Earth belongs to Him. 
Who is there to plead to Him except with His permission? 

He knows what lies before them and what is behind them, 
while they grasp nothing of His knowledge except what He wills. 
His Authority (Kursi) extends over Heaven and Earth; 
Presewing them both docs not overburden Him. 

He is the Most High , the Most Gnat. ” (2:255)* 


Risalah 



“And surely , We have sent a messenger to every nation (proclaiming) 
serve AllClh (Alone) and turn away from false gods ( Jaghot)... ” (16:36) 


Cx* *"^ 


JLa 

“Allah has favoured the believers by sending them a messenger from among themselves, 
to recite His verses to them, to purify them, and (each them the book and wisdom 
whereas previously they were in clear error. ” (3:164) 


* (This verse is called Ayatul Kursi.) 
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“lltose who disbelieve say: when we have become dust like our forefathers, shall we truly be 

raised up again?'’ (27:67) 






53 dy*fj6t 1 

“Do you think then that We have created you for nothing ami that you would not be 
returned to Us?" (2d: 115) 

C^-aX.i.1^ 1 . —^ U i 

“/l//<7// /w.v created the Heavens and Earth with truth and that everyone may be repaid 
what it has earned. And they will not he wronged.” (45:22) 

Qualities of a Mu’min 

<^U2tr2> 

^ jC- fs )i ^-0^2 c36l* Uj I 

. ."* /s /' '\t r ec\' >' • ■’''■> 'St i 

(V^^U.^yooui'j oy^s ^ s-^-j p«~ 

“Successful indeed are the believers, 
who are humble in their prayers ($al<Sh), 
who avoid vain talk , 

And who practise the system of Zakdh; 

And who guard their modesty except from their wives or the (slaves) 
that their right hands possess for then they are not blameworthy, 
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But whoever wonts beyond that such arc the transgressors - 
And who faithfully observe their trusts and undertakings. 

And who are mindful of (heir prayers (Salah). 

7 he sc are indeed Ihe inheritors 

Who will inherit the Paradise wherein they will live forever . M (23:1-11) 







”0 believers, fear Allah as Ik should be feared and do not die except as Muslims. 

( 1 : 102 ) 


Luqm5n*s* Advice to his Son 



u And (remember) when Luqwiln said to his son when he was advising him: ‘O my son! 
Do not make any partner to Allah. Truly, making anyone partner to Allah is a terrible sin 

[yeat fjihn). ,} ’ (31:13) 


jfh \sj~Aj 0 j Pi \33hi 

J^>*3 J Jp ^ 
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Ui O my son! Establish Salilh and command for ihe nght and forbid the evil 
and persevere in whatever difficulty you arc in. 

Surely , this is one of those things which have been strongly recommended . 

Do not turn your face in disgust from people , nor walk arrogantly on the land . 

Allah does not love the arrogant boasters. Be modest in your behaviour and lower your voice. 
Truly the harshest of all voices is the voice of the ass.’” (31 17-19) 


* IjujntUn was Famous for liis sound intelligence and wisdom in Arabia, He was most probably an Arabic- 
spetfking African. 
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Duties and obligations 


Duty Towards Parents 


", ,, Be kind to your parents and the relatives and the orphans, 
and those in need and speak nicely to people..,. ” (2:83) 

* / ss f A > // s X / 7 -^ 

^ jp ^v—■^ 

^ V s' 9S y / ^ «■ 7 / i / X 

CP*J A-ysfJ ^ ci j^r=^U^ 1J y*y ^ 

Mmi We have made it a duty for man to be good to his parents. 

His mother hears him with one fainting spell after another fainting spell, 
while his weaning takes two years. 

Thank Me as well as your parents; towards Me lies the final destination. ” (31 14) 

L*jL. ^ ifjbj V j 1 \) V \ oAi ) 

A >" . zf C 'A*' 

tv-k 

5 IjtJ y> dpj Ujby-^j j j oi 

L-OOOjJij rLo-LO 

fSlDyt-* 

V 

"Viwr LW has ordered that you worship none hut Him and (show) kindness to your parents, 
whether either of (hem or both of them attain old age in your life, never say to them, 'Ough ' 
nor be harsh to them, but speak to them kindly. 

And serve them with tenderness and humility and say: 

My Lord , have mercy on (hem, just as they cared for me as a little child. ” (17:23-24) 

Ks y+'A'-t'y •"aT'-xSA 


“We have made it a duty on man to be kind to his parents, 
but if they try to make you associate anything with Me which you have no knowledge of 
do not obey them. To Me is your return and l shall tell you what you used to do.(29:8) 


181 





Relatives, Neighbours and the Needy 

^v **'"’ ^ y' " > ’ ** '"’ '' 

"Give your relatives their due and also the needy and the traveller in need 
and do not squander (your wealth) irresponsibly.” (17:26) 

“Allilh commands justice, kindness and giving (their due) to mar relatives...” (16:90) 

> Vv / / *> »'f \ 2* ^ y * ^ / x > 

v3_^' >y^ .»4M^ 

© j^i '4y_? H* jH. 

m /IhJ ii^(7i «rar rf/dftm, cvp/wm jhJ the needy are present at the division (of inheritance), 
provide for flirw out of ii and speak politely to them.” (4;8} 

i yH;' 'jHli-10^4^ \j - 

jljUj jCH? ujS>H4)'j 

".../W (Wfrn^J faWwiw /<> fyowr) /wrewte and to near relatives, orphans, the needy 
and r») the neighbour who is your relative and the rieighbour who is not your relative. . . " (4:36) 

O^J f^*J ^ ~ c-j jSnL c£-i) \ «■ jl 

ygifc* +■* " SS 't ^ y V A > y" 

C,?J j Cy 

“Have you seen him who rejects the Judgement? Unit is the person who 
pushes the orphan aside and does not encourage feeding the needy. ” (107:1 3) 

Orphans 

^ jTeti 

“ therefore, do not treat the orphan with oppression. ” f 93:9) 

\'£\$2&i£&y£ o sJLJc u$i\ 

u Those who live ott orphans f property without having any right to do so only suck up fire 
into their bellies , and they will (eventually) roast in a Haze . ” (4:10) 
ter A 


r ly O 

“Giw orphans their property and do not exchange something bad for something good...” (4:2) 

© J xiit 4_! u [ 

“Do not approach an orphan's estate before he comes of age except to improve it...” 

(6:152; 17:34) 
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Brotherhood 


"Relievers are but brothers, so set things right between your brothers 
and observe your duty to Allah so that you may obtain mercy. ” (49:10) 

Greetings 

h* 

“When those who believe in Our signs come ro you, say. peace be upon you..." (6:54) 

, .* .. ; . £ 

^pl^L 

“When you are welcomed with a greeting, then answer hack with something finer than ii 
or (at least) return it. Truly Allah takes count of alt things. “ f 4:S6) 





"... When yd« enter houses salute one another with a greeting from Allah, 
blessed and sweet... " (24:61) 


Co-operation 




'*r •' * * 


Qj ...o'} jw ' }Jg £1 Jp ly*U >} ' Jp 'j>}tej ... 

“...Co-operate with one another for virtue and piety 
and do not co-operate with one another for sin and transgression ...” (5:2) 

0p Jci-. 

“And hold fast together to Allah s rope (Islam) and do not be divided ..,” (3:103) 

ij o|_J 

^ \ ^ ^ vf < tf 

Jvyi ...y<u 4.ii l^j j 0 upjj' v, y^ > y>y>J *Jr^x> i J a: y 

“And the believers , men and women, are friends of one another, 
they command for the right and forbid the wrong , establish Saldh and pay Zaktilt 
and obey Allah and His messenger... ” (9:71) 
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Meetings 


'.,_11 **tW2J p 

^ U Jl jj i 4X1 f UI ^ L^i i JJ ill V 

CvJ ^yjiVyjJU ^>w 


<f O you u’/io believe, when yon ore asked to make room in meetings, then make room. 
Allnit will make room for you (In (he Akin rah). 

And when it is said, “Move up" then move on 
Allah will raise in rank those of you who believe as well as those who are given knowledge, 
Allah knows whatever you do. ” (5H: 1 \) 

^ e ' 

oiij> JS—>£jul\ b]»j 

j) «i Ij /^ )>« | .i)i' yjj l 

“Truly they are the believers who believe in Allah and His messenger 
and when they are with him on some common matter ; 

//icy .<ftowM nof fern* until they haw asked him for permission to do so. 

Those who ask for such permission 
are the ones who believe in Allah and His messenger... ” (24:62) 
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“Be modest in your behaviour and lower your voice. 

Truly the harshest of all voices is the voice of the ass. ” (31:19) 


Talking 


Seek Permission Before Entering Someone’s House 
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“O you who believe! Do not enter houses other than your oum 
without first seeking permission and greeting (he people inside. 

That is better for you so that you may be heedful , 

And if you find no one therein, still do not enter until permission has been given ... 

(24:27-28) 


Keeping a Promise 

.oyu*] i i y>j1 i l * 1 

"0 you who believe, fulfil your contracts (promises, covenants).., ” (5:1) 

t&Mj- 

“...Keep your promise, every promise will be enquired into ." (17:34) 
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“Among the believers are men who are tme to the contract they made with Allah... ” 

(33:23) 
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“ ./I mi (the pwus are those) who honour their contracts when they make them...' 


(2:177) 

Basic Virtues 


I lonesty 

“Andgive full measure when measuring out , and weigh with proper scales...” (17:35) 
Aj X? '< yLJj 

“Ami #Ve just weig/rt and do not weigh unfairly ” (55:9) 

“Whenever you speak , speak justly even if a near relative is concerned ... J> (6:152) 

Truthfulness 

4 ^ 
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“O yow who believe! Fear Allah and stand by those who are truthful ” (9:119) 
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“That Allah may reward the truthful for their truth and punish the hypocrites, 
if He wills... " (33:24) 
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“Truly Muslim men and Muslim women, belicidng men and believing women 
and obedient wen and obedient women, and the truthful wen and the truthful women.. 
Allah has promised them forgiveness and a great reward.'' (23:35) 

' kf>r ^ 

"Alhlh said: This is the day (Day of Judgement) 
ott which the truthful will benefit from (heir truthfulness, 
for them arc the gardens underneath which the rivers flow where they will live forever. 
Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Hun. 

That is the greatest success . M (5:1 / 9) 

Patience, Steadfastness and Forgiveness 


“...Seek help from Allah and be patient, the earth belongs to Allah. 

He gives it as heritage to whom He wills from among His slaves...” (7:128) 

^3 ■ fy^- ■ -j 

“...Our Lord, Jill tts full of patience and make our feet firm. 

Help m against the disbelievers. ” (2:2501 
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“And anyone who acts patiently and forgives, 
that truly would he from the things recommended by Allah/' (42:43) 
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u Toleratc patiently what (unbelievers) say and part from them in a polite manner.” (73:10) 

“O you who believe! Seek help in steadfastness (patience) and prayer. 

Surely Allah is with those who are steadfast (patient). ” (2:153) 

<1^j3 \ <j£^ 4 ^ ' <j> CJ I ^... 

“...and those who are steadfast in poverty and illness and during the time of battle. Such 
are they who are on the right track and smh are Allah-fearing (Muttaqttn). ” (2: 111) 
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“O you who believe, endure and outdo all others in endurance, be firm in the battlefield, 
and observe your duty to Allah, so that you may be successful. H (3:200) 

li 

“Be patient (O Muhammad) with the finest patience. ” (70:5) 

“ Then have patience (O Muhammad) 

as the most determined of the messengers (before you) had patience ...” (46:35) 

“Practise forgiveness, command decency and avoid ignorant people. ” (7:199) 

Punctuality and Time-keeping 

6' *''\2s'CY\ <* u'* ( 
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“...Surely $aldh at fixed hours has been ordained on the believers. ” (4:103) 
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Courage 




“Those to whom people said:’Truly the people have gathered against you l so fear than. 
(The threat of danger) but it increased their faith and (hey said: 

Allah is enough for us! Most Excellent is Ik in Whom we trust . ,f (3:173) 



“And when the true believers saw the troops they said: 

That is that which Allah and His messenger promised us. 

Allah and His messengers told the truth. It strengthened their faith and obedience . ” (33:22) 

Kindness, politeness and mercy 


C£i 
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“Jr is because of mercy from Allah that you (Muhammad) were so gentle with than, 
for if you had been harsh and cruel-hearted they would haw broken away from around you. 
Pardon them, seek forgiveness for them and consul: them about the matter .., ” (3:159) 





u ... Be kind (or do good) as Allah has been kind (good) to you ... ” (28:77) 



s 'el*-' ' V 4 
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“And say (O Muhammad), ( My Lord, forgive and have mercy, 
and You are the best of those who show mercy!*” (23.118) 
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Trustworthiness 



“Surely, I am a trustworthy messenger to you, so observe your duty to Allah and obey me " 

(26:107-108) 





“Allah orders you to restore things entrusted (to yon) to their owners. .. ” (4:58) 


Justice 
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“We sure/y sent Our messengers with clear proofs 
and revealed with them hooks and the balance (justice), 
so that people may deal with justice ... ” (57:25) 



“Allah commands justice and fairness../- (16:90) 



“...l ft not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. 
Be just, that is nearer to piety..." (5:8) 


Hijab and Chastity 



“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden things) 
and guard their private parts (from illegal sexual acts). 

That is purer for them. Surely Allah knows what they do. ,f (24:30) 
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"And tell the believing women 10 lower their gaze and guard their private parts 
and not show off their beauty except which is apparent , 
to draw cloaks (head coverings) over their juyub (bosoms, bodies f necks and heads) 
ami not to reveal their feminine beauty except to their husbands or fathers 
or husbands father or their sons or their husbands sons 
or their brothers or their brother's sons or sisters or their women or their maids 
or old male attendants having no sexual vigour 
or small children who have no sense of women's private parts, 

And let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what they hide of their beauty. 
And turn to Allah together ; O believers! In order that you may prosper.” (24:31) 
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,x <;,/ > < >£f 


“O prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers 
to draw their cloaks close round them (when they go out), 
will be better ; so rfiai they may he recognised and nof to be amfffed, 
Allah is ever Forgiving and Merciful ” (33:59) 
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In Islam a woman has a distinct and separate identity. She is not just an appendage 
of her husband. Islam has given her the right to own property. She is the owner of 
her earnings. No one (father, husband or brother) has a right over them She can use 
her earnings and property as she wishes, within the bounds of Until (lawful) and 
Hanlm (unlawful). 

Islam lias given women a right to inheritance. She has a claim on the property of 
her dead father, husband or childless brother (4:7, 32. 17(>). 

A woman has the right to choose her husband. No one can impose a decision on 
her against her will. She has the right to seek separation (Khut* W ) from her 
husband if their marriage becomes impossible to sustain. 

If any man falsely questions a womans chastity, that man is declared unfit for 
giving evidence (24:4).This shows how a woman s honour is safeguarded from false 
accusations. 

I'he Our’Bn asks the Muslims to treat women kindly (4:19). It makes Muslim 
husbands responsible for their wife’s maintenance. Women, in return, are expected to 
remain loyal and chaste (4:34). 

A woman has a right to develop her talents and to work within the limits of Islam. 
Islam allows a non Muslim married woman to retain her religion and her husband 
cannot interfere in this freedom. This applies to Christian and Jewish women with 
Muslim husbands. However, a Muslim husband’s Islamic lifestyle is expected to 
persuade bis non-Muslim wife to accept Islam. 

Duties of a Woman in Islam 

Islam is a fair and balanced system of life. While it specifies the rights of women it 
also lays down duties. A Muslim woman is expected to observe the following: 

1. Belief in Tawhni and the practice of Islam should be her foremost duty. A Muslim 
woman must perform her £<i till, observe Snimi, pay Zakfih on her own wealth (if 
it is applicable) and go to Uajj if she can afford it. She is exempted from s S atih 
and can defer $awm during her monthly period, but she must make up the days 
lost afterwards. Friday prayer (Satitul Jumu'ah) is optional for women. 

2. She is required to maintain her chastity at all times. She must not have any 
extramarital relationship. The same is the case with men. 

3. It is her duty to bring up children according to the rules of Islam. She has to 
look after the family and has almost absolute control over domestic affairs, although 
the family is run by mutual consultation and cooperation. She is the queen of 
the family and is the manager of household affairs. 

4. She should dress modestly and should put on Hipb (covering cloak) while going 
out and meeting adult males beyond her dose relatives (33:59, 24:30—31). She 
should not dress as a man. 
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5. She is her husband’s helpmate. A faithful wife is like a garment, a source of peace, 
love, happiness and contentment for her husband (30:21.2:1871 and the family. 

6. If she is asked to go against the commands of Allah. she must defy even her 
husband, father or brother (9:23). 

7. She is expected to look after her husband s property and belongings in his absence. 

Islam considers a husband and a wife as complementary to one another. Neither 

dominates the other. Each has his or her own individual rights and duties — together 
they form a peaceful and happy family which is at the core of a sound, stable and 
peaceful society. 

Man and woman are not exactly equal in Islam.They have different physical and 
biological features. Islam recognises the leadership of a man over a woman (4:34, 
2:228) but that does not mean domination. 

An average man is usually stronger, heavier and taller than an average woman. 
Women can become pregnant and bear children blit men cannot. Women tend to Ire 
sensitive, emotional and tender while men ate comparatively less emotional. Allah 
has given different qualities to a man and a woman, and in marriage they are expected 
to love, support and help one another to build a happy family. 

Throughout history, men and women have never been treated the same. Islam has 
given women the right position and has not attempted to violate divine laws. Other 
religions and man- made systems have failed to define the exact and appropriate role 
of women. In the West, women have been reduced almost to a plaything of enjoyment 
and fancy. Women have tended to degrade themselves probably unwittingly in modern 
times for the sake of real or imaginary equality. They have become objects of 
exploitation by men and the slogans of liberty and equality have virtually reduced 
them to playful commodities. Even a cursory look at advertisments in the media 
shows how women continue to be exploited for commercial purposes. The display 
of scantily-clothed and even naked women to exploit male desires has become the 
hallmark of Western materialism. They have neither gamed liberty nor achieved full 
equality; rather they have lost their natural place in the home. 

The natural balance, fairness and mutuality have been disturbed. 1 he outcome has 
been horrendous! for social peace and stability.The institution of family has to be put 
back in its rightful place in the society to restore natural peace at home. 

Islam is a practical religion. It can answer all human problems. Islam allows restricted 
polygamy — marriage to more than one woman (polygyny), with a maximum of 
four.The normal Muslim practice is monogamy — one man married to one wife; 
polygamy is not the norm. 

The Qur'an has imposed strict conditions for marrying several wives: if you 

fear that yon will not deal justly with the orphans, many of the women who seems good to yon, 
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Bringing About Social Change 


0 .. HkL\- 

“...Surely A Huh does not change the condition of a people 
as tong as they do not change what is in themselves...” (13:11) 

Generosity and Spending for Allah's sake (Inftiq) 


“You will not attain righteousness (al-Birr) 
until you spend what you hold is dear to you . ’* (3:92) 
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“Those who spend their wealth (for the sake of Allah) night and day , 
lu»f/i secretly and openly ; will get their reward from their Lord , 
they shall have no cause to fear nor shall they grieve, ” (2:274) 

Reliance on Allah (Tawakkul) 





“If Allah is your helper none can overcome you and if He docs not help you , 
who m rfim: to help you? And on Allah let the believers rely .” (3:160) 
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and he who relies on Allah, He is enough for him...” (65:3) 
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Bad Conduct & Prohibitions 


WH 


Lying 


r \.. (live up the filth of worshipping idols and stop lying ." (22:30) 

CP cl*L 

"... Allsh f s r«rcc will be on him if he is of those who tell a lie. ” (24:7) 

Backbiting, Spying and Suspicion (Ghibah, Tajassus, Zann) 
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“O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion for indeed some suspicions are sins. 

And spy not, neither backbite one another. 

Would one of you love to cat the flesh of his dead brother? 

You hate that (so hate backbiting)! And keep your duty to Allah. 

Surely, Allah is Forgiving and the most Kind. ” (49:12) 

Cheating and Fraud 

* »> 3\^i< 
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“The cheaters will suffer terribly. 

Those who insist on full measure when they have people measure something for (hem; 
but when they have to measure or weigh things for others, they give less than their due.” 

' (83:1-3) 


Extravagance (Tabdhir) 
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" .. Do not squander (your money) extravagantly. 

Truly the extravagant are the brothers of devils, and the devil is ever ungrateful (o his Lord . ” 

(17:26-27) 


Arrogance 



“Da not walk in the earth arrogantly 

Surely you ran never split the earth apart nor rival the mountains in height.” (17:37) 



"... AMt does not love arrogant boasters,” (57:23) 


Hoarding 




“And let the hoarders not think that what Allah has bestowed upon them from His bounty 
is better for them. But if is worse tor them. 

I hat which they hoard will he a burden for them on the Day of Judgement...” (3:18Q) 
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“...Those who hoard gold and silver and do not spend them for AILllTs sake , 
ormfluncf to them a pawful punishment.” (9:34) 

Mischief and Corruption 



"... Eat and drink that which Allah has given you 
and do not act corruptly making mischief in the earth.” (2:60) 
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Mockery and Ridicule 



"O you who hclieir! No people slum hi mock or ridicule other people, 
for the ridiculed ones may be better than those who ridicule (hem ” (49: l i) 


Hypocrisy 


“And there are people who say: we believe in Allah and the List Day 
but actually they do not believe, ” (2:8) 

poo4tt\j4&\ J*yjit- 1 j>l 

“When the hypocrites come to you (O Muhammad) they say 
We testify that you arc indeed Allah's messenger’, and Allah knows that you are His messenger, 
and Allah declares that the hypocrites are liars indeed >f (63:1) 

Abortion and Fear of Poverty 

"Do not kill your children in fear of poverty. We shall provide for them and you. 
Killing them is a big sin. ” (17:3 i) 

Interest and Usury 

fwj| ^ fJ ^ ^ 

"...Allah has permitted trading and forbidden interest and usury... ” (2:215) 

Wine and Gambling 

L^ro b vUi>^ b ^4^ 'j b- 4 ■ * i 

"O you iWio believe! Witte (all kinds of alcoholic drinks) and gambling, stone altars and 
divining arrows are only a filthy work of Satan; give them up so that you may prosper . w 

* (5:90) ’ 


194 






Fornication and Adultery 


Theft 


“And keep away from illegal sexual mterame . 

SmW)' U n <1 hateful filthy work and a very bad thing. " (17:32) 

*'7V?r man and the woman who commit illegal sexual intercourse, 
flog each one of them with a hundred lashes... " (24:2) 


l aijU fy 3^ 
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Ms for the thief both male and female, chop off their hands. 

It is the reward of their own deeds and exemplary punishment from AILlh, 
Allilh is the Mighty and the Most Wise. ” (5;.*#) 


what did you learn? (12] 


Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

!. What does the Qur'an teach about Tawhui, Risslah and Akhirah? Find out as many 
verses as you can on these three topics from the Qurfln. 

2. Summarise the advice Liupndn gave to his son. 

3. What are the duties ot a Muslim towards parents, relatives, neighbours and the 
needy? Use verses from the Qur'an to justify your answer. 

4. What lessons do we learn from the Qur’.Tu about social manners? 

5. List ten basic virtues which Allah expects Muslims to acquire. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. u Islam is a complete way of life. It is not just a matter of praying or doing things 'parrot 
fashion’. "Justify this using references from the Qur’3n. 

2. u Muslims should not just he recognised by their beards and hijfihs, hut by their manners 
and behaviour.” Discuss. 
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Selections from the Ahadith 


13 



SAHIH MUSLIM | 


mjNAN abij dawGd [ 


MUNANIHN MA IAfl 


JAMIUT-TIHWIDHIY 


( SUN AN AN-NASA’I 


iyl 
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SAHitl AL-BL’KIIArH 


H adTth (pi. Zl//r7rfft//) means news or information. It has a special meaning in 
Islam. It refers to the sayings and doings of Prophet Muhammad and the 
actions he approved. 

■ Duties and obligations mihmmhb 

Jihad 

“The most excellent man is the one who works hard in the way of Allah with his 
life and property" (al-Bukharl) 

“The best Jihad is to speak the truth before a tyrant ruler" (at-Bukhari) 

Im5n, IslSm and Ihs&n 

“Faith (Imdn) is that you believe in Allah (Tawhid) and His angels and His messengers 
(RisaMi) and in the life after death {Akhimh). 

Islam is that you worship Allah and not associate anyone with Him, keep up Sal ah, 
pay Zakalh and observe $awm in Ramadan. 

Ihsan is that you worship Allah as if you see Him and if you do not see Him, surely 
He sees you ” (al-Bukhari). 

Love of the Prophet 

44 None of you has faith unless 1 am dearer to him than his father, and his son and 
all mankind.” (al-Bukhari) 
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Salah and TahSrah 

“I he key to Paradise is Sal ah and the key to $a!iih is lahnrah (purification).” (Mishktit) 

Parents 

“A man asked the Prophet *8?, u O messenger of Allah! Who deserves the best care 
from me? The Prophet said, “Your mother.” The man asked, “Who then?” The 
Prophet said,”Your mother “The man asked once again.“Who then?” the Prophet 
& said,“Your mother” (al Bukhari) 

A man came to the Prophet ££ and said, “Messenger of Allnh, 1 desire to go on a 
military expedition and 1 have come to consult you "The Prophet ® asked linn it 
he had a mother, and when he replied that he had, the Prophet said, “Stay with 
her, for Paradise is at her feet.” (an-NasTi) 

“A fathers pleasure is Allah's pleasure, a fathers displeasure is Allah’s displeasure.' 
(fir- Tirmidhl) 

Wife 

“The most perfect of the believers is the best of you in character, and the best of 
you are those among you who are best to their wives” (at-Tirmidhf) 

Children 

“I le is not of us who has no compassion for our little ones and does not honour 
our old ones ” (at-Tirmidhl) 

"No lather can give his child anything better than good manners." (at- I'irmidht) 
“He careful ofyour duty to Allah and be fair and just to your children” (al- Bakhtin) 
“Whoever properly brings up two daughters until they reach maturity, that man 
and myself (the Prophet) will be as close in paradise as two adjacent fingers.” (Muslim) 

Guests 

“He who believes in Allah and the Last Day should honour his guest” (al-Buklnlrl) 
Neighbours 

“By Allah,he has no faith (the Prophet & repeated it three times) whose neighbours 
are not safe from his wickedness.” (ahBukhari) 

“He is not a believer who eats his fill while his neighbour remains hungry by his 
side” (al-Baihaql) 

“JilmYll has been recommending good treatment towards the neighbours so much 
that I thought he would give them the right to inherit ” (al-Buklnlrl) 
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Orphans 

“The best house among the Muslims is the house in which 3n orphan is well 
treated and the worst house among Muslims is the house in which an orphan is 
badly treated/' (Ibn Msjah) 

The needy 

“One who tries to help the widow and the poor is like a warrior m the way of 
Allah. 11 (al-Biiklhiri) 

Intention (Niyyah) 

“Actions shall be judged only by intention, a man shall get what he intends.” (al- 
Bukhart) 

Truthfulness 

“Guarantee me six things and I shall assure you of Paradise. When you speak, 
speak the truth, keep your promise, discharge your trust, guard your chastity and 
lower your gaze and withhold your hands from high-handedness” (a! Bailuhp) 
“Surely truth leads to virtue, and virtue leads to Paradise.” (al-BuhhJrf) 

Keeping promises 

“Do not quarrel with your brother Muslim, nor jest with him nor make him a 
promise which you cannot keep.” (at-Tirmidhl) 

Tolerance 

“There are two traits in me which Allah likes, toleration and deliberation in 
undertakings” (Ahmad, at-Tirmidhl) 

Politeness 

“Allnh is polite ami likes politeness.” (condensed from Muslim) 

Modesty 

“Modesty (hayZ } ) is part of faith.” (al-Bukhart, Muslim) 

Brotherhood 

“Each of you is a mirror of his brother, if yon see something wrong in your brother, 
you must tell him to get rid of it.” (at-Tirmidhf) 

“Believers are like the parts of a building to one another - each part supporting the 
others.” (al-Bukhtirl) 
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“None of you can be a believer unless he loves for his brother what he loves for 
himself.” (al-Bukhari) 

“A Muslim is he from whose tongue and hands, other Muslims are safe." (al-Bukharl) 
Charity 

“Every good action is a charity and it is a good action to meet a friend with a 
smiling face" (al-Bukhari) 

“ I here is a man who gives chanty and he conceals it so much that his left hand 
does not know what his right hand spends" (al-Bukhari) 

“Removing from a road that which is harmful is charity" (d-Bukhari) 

Contentment 

“Wealth does not come from abundance of goods but from a contented heart" 
(d-Bukhari, Muslim) 

Learning 

“The best of you is he who has learnt the Qurhln and then taught it" (d-Bukhari) 
“The seeking of knowledge is a must for every M uslim man and woman,” (Mishkat) 
“The learned are t he successors of the prophets They leave behind knowledge as 
inheritance. One who inherits it obtains a great fortune" (al-Bukharl) 

Kindness 

“Allah is not kind to him who is not kind to people" (al-Bukhari, Muslim) 
“Those who are kind and considerate to Allah’s creatures, Allah bestows His kindness 
and affection on them. Show kindness to the creatures on the earth so that Allah may 
be kind to you" (Abu Dawftd, at-Tirmidht) 

Thankfulness 

“He who does not thank people does not thank Allah." (at-Tirmidht) 
Steadfastness 

Sufy3n bin ‘Abdullah said, “1 asked:‘O Messenger of Allah, tell me something 
about Islam which I can ask of no one but you.’ He said: Say, 1 believe in Allah — 
and thereafter be upright.’" (Muslim) 

Repentance (Tawbah) 

“By Allah, I (Muhammad) ask Allah’s forgiveness and turn to Him in repentance 
more than seventy times a day." (al-Bukhari) 
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Gifts 

“Give gifts to one another, for gifts take away malice” (MishkSt) 

“The messenger of Allah used to accept gifts and give gifts in return.” (al-Bukhari) 

Visiting the sick 

“Visit the sick, feed the hungry and free the captives” (al-Buklulrl) 

rnmwammmmmmmmmwm Manners mhmmhvi 

Meeting and greeting 

“When one of you arrives at a meeting where people are seated, he should say 
saltlm to them And when he wishes to leave, he should say salsm to them. ” (Ahtt 
Dfiwtld) 

“Do not sit between two men without the permission of both of them” (Ahn 
immi) 

“Meetings are like trusts, except three kinds of meeting: for shedding prohibited 
blood, or for committing adultery or lor taking property unlawfully” (Abu Dfiwfhi) 
“When one of you meets his brother, he should say salSm to him ” (Abfi Dtlwfld) 
“The young should say safam to the old, the passer-by to the one sitting and the 
small group to the large one.” (ah Bukhari) 

“The best (way) of saying salSm is shaking hands" (at-TirmidkJ) 

Talking 

“He who truly believes in Allnh and the last day should speak good or keep silent.” 
(til- Bukhari, Muslim) 

“He who Veeps silent, remains safe” (at-Tirmidhf) 

Eating and drinking 

“The blessing of food is to wash hands at the beginning and washing after taking 
it.” (Mishkfft) 

“Say Allahs name (Bismilldh) and eat with your right hand and eat from near you ” 
(at-Bukhari) 

“When one drinks, he should not breathe into the vessel (glass) ” (al-Bukhari) 

Clothing 

“Eat and drink, give $adaqah and wear good clothes as long as these do not involve 
excess or arrogance” (an-Nasil'J, Ibn Majah) 

“Indeed, he who wears silk in this world (will) have no share in it in the life after 
death ” (al-Bukhari ami Muslim) 
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“Gold and silk are lawful to the women of my Umtnah and forbidden to the men 
(at-Timiidhi) an-NaM’t) 

“Allah’s messenger cursed thr men who put on women’s clothes and the women 
who put on mens clothes,” (Abo Daw&d) 

“The Prophet said to /4,swathe daughter of Abfl Bakrf When a woman reaches 
puberty, it is not right that any part of her body (should) be seen but this and this," 
and he pointed to his face and two hands” (Aba Oawild) 

Leave that which does not concern you 
"An excellent Islamic practice is to give up what is not one's business.” (Malik 
Ahmad) 

lawwi wmmmmmm Bad Conduct mmmmmmmmmsmmmm 


Lying 

“Woe to hitn who tells lies to make people laugh! Woe to him! Woe to him!” 
(Ahmad, at-Tirmidhf) 

“It is great treachery that you tell your brother something he accepts as truth from 
you. but you are lying” DfiwOd) 

Backbiting 

“If anybody pledges to me that he will keep his tongue under control, guard his 
chastity, will not speak ill of others nor indulge in slander and backbiting and refrain 
from adultery and similar sins, I shall assure him of Paradise” (ah Bit khan) 

Suspicion 

“Beware of suspicion, for suspicion may be based on false information, do not spy 
on another, do not disclose others’ hidden defects ” (al-Bukhari) 

Jealousy 

“Keep away from jealousy for as fire burns wood, so jealousy consumes good 
actions ” (Aha DituHld) 

“Nothing is more atrocious than injuring unjustly a Muslim's reputation” [at- 
I’mnidhl) 

Anger 

“He is not strong who throws down another, but he is who controls his anger” 
(al- Bukhari, Muslim) 

“If anger rouses anyone, he should sit down and if that docs not help, he should lie 
down ” (at-Tirmidhf) 


201 




Pride 

"If anyone lias got an atom of pride in his heart, he will not enter Paradise/' (al- 
Bukhtirl) 

Abuse 

"Abusing a Muslim is sinful and killing him is disbelief (kiijr)" (al-Bukhttfl, Muslim) 

Hypocrisy 

“The signs of the hypocrite are three: When he speaks, he lies, when he promises, 
he breaks it; when any trust is kept with him. he misuses it." (al-BuhfuirJ) 

Taunting 

“A believer neither taunts, nor curses nor speaks foul nor chats nor babbles," (<U- 
Tirmidht) 

"Do not rejoice over the distress of a brother Muslim for Allah may relieve his 
distress and put you in his position/’ (at-7'irmidhf) 

Sickness of heart 

“Beware, in everybody there is a piece of flesh, if it is healthy, the whole body is 
healthy, and if it is sick, the whole body is sick. Beware, it is the heart." (al-BMiZr r, 
Muslim) 



Key Stage 4 (15-16) 

1. Give some examples of the sayings of the Prophet $ about duties and obligations, 

2. Write down ten Ah&dtfh which ask us to avoid bad habits and conduct. 

3. Give examples from the Prophets life in which he was steadfast, kind, and 
truthful. Include sayings of the Prophet about these qualities. 

Key Stage 5 (17-18) 

1. Explain the concept of brotherhood/sisterhood in the context of the Prophet’s 

sayings. 

2. Why was the Prophet known as r fhe Living Qnr'ihr? 
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Muslim Countries of the work! 14 

wmmhnb Population and Resources mKm—mmmmmm* 

M uslims, wherever they arc, form one nation (MiiliItun Idtihidahl It is faith 
that binds people together in Jsl3m,not the geographical territory, colour, 
race or language. Citizenship of an Islamic state may be determined by 
geographi cal boundaries. 

There are 54 Muslim countries (see note on page 205) in the world on the basis of 
a majority of the population.The total Muslim population in the world is nearly 1.4 
billion, which is a formidable human power. 

The Muslim countries together produce two-thirds of the world's oil, about 70 
per cent of the rubber, about 75 per cent ot the jute, 67 per cent of the spices, two- 
thirds of the palm-oil, 50 per cent of the phosphate and 40 per cent of the tin. They 
also produce a large quantity of the worlds cotton, tea. coffee, wool, uranium, 
manganese, cobalt and many other commodities and minerals. There is also a 
considerable amount of natural gas in the Muslim countries. 

If we look at a world map, we find the Muslim countries situated at strategically 
important positions. 60 per cent of the Mediterranean Sea is bounded by Muslim 
countries. The Red Sea and the Gulf are fully within the Muslim region. 

In the course ot history, Muslims lost their essential unity; it should be restored 
once again for the greater good of all mankind 
Muslims, who once contributed tremendously to the science and civilisation of 
the world, could do so once again if they unite on the basis of Islam. Real human 
progress can only be achieved by the faithful observance of the teachings of Islam. 
We should consciously try to restore the glory of Islam and make the present day 
problem torn world a happy and peaceful place to live in, bride in the past will be 
meaningful if the present can be shaped in the light of the past with a promise for 
the future. 

The Muslim Milhth has the potential and the need is for the faithful practice of the 
teachings of Islam. The Millilh also needs leaders who lead by example which the 
ordinary people can emulate. Material resources can be harnessed for the greater 
good of all humans if the Muslim Milldh can once again demonstrate their superiority 
in the field of knowledge and technology’ as in the period from the 7th to the 12th 
Centuries.This excellence in acquired and revealed knowledge must also accompany 
the moral and spiritual excellence (Taqvva). 
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/Name 


Muslim Majority Countries 

Area Total population Proportion of Number of 




(sq. km) (in mil lions) 

Mtifliim (%) 

Muslims 

1 1 

Afghanistan 

652,225 

28.5 

99 

28,215*000 


Albania 

28,748 

3.5 

70 

2,4S1,0fM) 


Algeria 

2,381,740 

32.8 

99 

32,472,000 

4 

Azerbaijan 

86,600 

8.0 

93 

7,284.000 

1 5 

Bahrain 

BBtiM 

0.7 

too 

656,000 

6 

Bangladesh 

144,000 

144.0 

83 

119,52.000 

It 

Bosnia & IHerzegovina 

51,129 

4.0 

40 

1,586*000 

8 

Brunei Darussalam 

5,765 

0.4 

67 

235,000 

!» 

Burkina Faso 

274,200 

12,6 


6,302,000 

10 

Chad 

l .2H4 .ou(i 

9.3 

54 

5,130; m 

-*ti 

(omoros 

2 2,170 

0.6 

98 | 

602,000 

12 

(Nile d’Ivoire 

322,460 

18.7 

40 

7.180.000 

9 

Djibouti 

23,000 

0.5 

94 

444,000 

14 

I’gypf 

i,noi,4so 

70.7 

94 

66,470,01 \i) 

IS 

Eritrea 

121.320 

4.5 

50 


i<> 

Ethiopia 

1,127,127 

7(05 

50 

35,250,000 

m 

Gambia, The 

11,300 

1.5 

90 1,310,000 

18 

(iumea 

245,857 

8.4 

85 

7,140,000 


Guinea-Bissau 


1.4 

45 

630,000 

20 

Indonesia 

1,910,440 

224.0 

88 

197,120,000 

m 

Iran 

1,648,000 

69.0 

^B99 

68,310,000 

22 

W<\\\ 

437,072 

24.0 

97 

23,282.000 

1 23 

Jordan 

92,300 

5.5 

94 

5,170,000 

24 

Kazakhstan 

2,717,300 

14.8 

47 

6,956,000 

WM 

Kuwait 

17,820 

2.4 

85 

2,040,000 

'26 

Kyrgyzstan 

198,500 

5.0 

75 

3,750,000 

ffjj 

Lebanon 

10,400 

4.4 

70 

2,800,000 

28 

l .ihya 

1,759,540 

5.6 

97 

5,432,000 

29 

Malaysia 

329,750 

25.5 

60 

15,300,000 

30 

Maldives 

300 

0.3 

t()0 

320,000 

31 


1,240,000 

W4 

90 

10,206,000 

32 

Mauritania 

1,030,700 

2.8 

100 

2,829,000 

33 

Morocco 

446,550 

31.2 

IB 99 

30,71)3,000 
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34 

Niger 

1,267,000 

11.3 

90 

10,170,000 

35 

Nigeria 

923,770 

133.0 


66,500,000 

36 

Oman 

309,500 

2.7 

100 

2,713,000 

37 

Pakistan 

796.095 

150.0 

97 

145,000,000 


Palestinian Authority* 

0,237 

3.7” 

98 

3.660,000 

39 

Qatar 

11,437 

0.8 

95 

754,000 

40 

Saudi Arabia 

1,060,587. 

24.3 

100 

24,300,000 

41 

Senegal 

196,190 

10.6 

94 9,954,000 

42 

Sierra Leone 

71,740 

5.6 

70 

3,930.000 

43 

Somalia 

637,657 


100 

7,753.000 

44 

Sudan 

2,505,810 

40.2 

79 

31,758.000 

45 


185480 

18.2 

90 

16480.000 

46 

Tajikistan 

143,100 

6.7 

90 

6,048,000 

47 

Tanzania 

945.087 

37.2 

40 

14,875,000 

48 

Tunisia 

163,610 

9.9 

98 

9,702,000 

49 

Turkey 

780,580 

68.1 

too 

68,100,000 

SO 

Turkmenistan 

488 100 

4.9 

SO 

4.361.000 

51 

United Arab Emirates 

83,600 

4.0 

% 

3,840,000 

52 

Uzbekistan 

447.400 

26.8 

88 

23,584,000 

53 

Western Sahara 

266,000 

0.3 

too 

256.000 

54 

Yemen** 

527,970 

19.3 

100 

19,300,000 


Sources: 

1. Figures supplied by the London embassies of some of the above countries in the 
year 2004. 

2. The World Factbook 2004, CIA. 

3. International Religious Freedom Report tor 2004, LIS Dept, ot State. 

Population figures and the proportion of Muslims are approximate . and have been rounded off 
for inclusion in the table. Calculation of the number of Muslims is based on figures before 
rounding, and are themselves rounded off to the nearest thousand, 

* The territories of the Palestinian Authority (including the West Bank, and East Jerusalem) are still being 
negotiated with Israel. 


**The Organisation oflslamic Conference (OIC) based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia has 57 member states which 
include Benin, Cameroon, Gabon, Guyana. Mozambique, Suriname,Togo and Uganda. OIC list of member 
states does not include Bosnia Herzegovina, Ethiopia aand Eritrea. 
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Kazakhstan 


Bosnia Si 
Herzegovina 


Azerb; 


Henfctasf 


Turkey 


Iraq v 

Ian \ 
Kuufrit 


Palestinian 

Authority. 


Morocco 


Bahrain 


Algeria 


Saudi 

Arabia 


Western 
Saljara ) 


Mauritania 


The 

Gambia 


Yemen 


Djibouti 


Burkina 


Ethiopia 


Nigeria 


Somalia 


Guinea 

Bissau 


mzania 


Comoro* 





















Muslim Minority Countries 



Name 

Area Total population 

Proportion of 

Niwib of 



(Sij. km) 

(in millions) 

Muslims (%) 

Muslims 

1 

Argentina 

2,766,890 

■P7.8 

m 

567,000 

2 

Australia 

7,686,830 

20.2 

1.4 

282,800 

1 3 

Belgium 

30,510 

10.3 

3.4 

350,000 

4 

Benin 

112,620 

7.3 

20.0 

1.450,000 

l 5 

Brazil 

8,511,965 

182.0 

0.3 

546,000 

6 

Bulgaria 

1 10,91(1 

7.9 

12.1 

956,000 

| 7 

Burma (Myanmar) 

678,50(1 

52.2 

115 

5,980,000 

8 

Burundi 

27,830 

o.s 

10 

680,000 

1 9 

Cambodia 

181,040 

13.1 

■H 

754,000 

10 

(Cameroon 

475,440 

16.5 

20.0 

3,300,000 

tl 

Canada 

9,984,670 

M.tH 

■Ml 

283,000 

12 

Central African Republic 

622,984 

3.9 

15.0 

585,000 

|n 

China 

9,596,960 

1,300.0 


39,000,000 

14 

Congo, Dean. Rep. of 

2.343.410 

55.2 

10.0 

5.523.000 

15 

Congo, Rep, of 

342,000 

H 10 

2.0 

59,000 

Hi 

Croatia 

56,542 

4.4 

1.2 

33,000 

17 

Cyprus 1 

9,250 

0,8 

HMI 

138,01X1 

18 

Denmark 

43,094 

5.4 

2.0 

107,000 

19 Fiji 

H^,270 

0.9 

8.0 

69,000 

2(i 

Franco 

547.030 

02 4 

1,0.0 

6.24(1.000 

21 

Gabon 

267,667 

■■■■ 

12.0 

168,000 

22 

(Georgia 

69,700 

5.0 

n 

346,01)0 

\tt 

Germany 

557,021 

83.3 


3,08O.'iOu 

24 

Ghana 

239,460 

21.0 

30.0 

6,30(1,0011 

I 25 

Greece 

131,940 

HHHi 


143,000 

2ii 

Guyana 

214,970 

0.7 

15.0 

105.000 

27 

India 

3,287,590 

1,050.0 

12.0 

126,000,000 

28 

Israel 

20,770 

6.7 

16.0 

1072,00(4 

29 

■Hi 

301,230 

■■7.8 

1.0 

578,000 

30 

Kenya 

582,646 

31.1 

20.0 

6'228,IK)0 

■ 

Liberia 

111,370 

3.4 

20.0 

680,000 

32 

Macedonia 

25,333 

2.1 

30.0 

616,000 

33 

Madagascar 

587,040 

17.0 

10.0 

1,700,000 


X Cyprus >s now divided into two separate states: the Muslim majority part is called the Turkish Federated 
State of Cyprus and the other part is the Republic ot Cyprus 
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34 

Malawi 

118.480 

11.0 

20.0 

2.200,000 

35 

Mauritius 

2,940 

HHH 

MM 

149,000 

V» 

Mongolia 

1,565,000 

2.7 

4.0 

108,000 

37 

Mozambique 

801,590 

19 A\ 

29.0 

3,922,000 

38 

Nepal 

(■10,800 

'■ 

4 2 

1,08 ’,000 

39 

Netherlands, The 

41,526 

16.1 

4.7 

755,000 

40 

Philippines 

300. non 

84.5 

5,0 

4,23; Y mo 

41 

Romania 

237,500 

K 22.3 

0.3 


42 

Russia 

17,075,200 

145.0 

19.0 

27,456,000 

43 

Rwanda 

26.338 

HHH 

4.6 

377,000 

44 

Singapore 

6^ 

4 5 

1) <) 

(>63,000 

43 

South Africa 

1,219,000 

46.6 

2.0 

932,000 

46 

Spain 

504,"82 

42 7 

1.1 

469 0(10 

47 

Sri Lanka 

65,606 

19.6 

8,4 

1,644.000 

48 

Suriname 

163,270 

9.4 

20,ft 

87.000 

49 

Swaziland 

17,363 

HHH 

10 0 

112.000 

30 

Thailand 

514 000 

()4 

10.0 

6,400.000 

51 

Togo 

56,785 

HHi 

20.0 

1,057,000 

52 

Trinidad <S Tobago 

5,138 

1.3 

6.0 

78,000 

53 

Uganda 

236,040 

26.4 

16.0 

4,224.0(K) 

54 

Ukraine 

603.700 

4H.4 

4.1 

2,000,000 

55 

United Kingdom 

244,820 

58*8 

2,7 

1,5'U.OOn 

56 

United States of Ameri< 

, a 0.62‘),0 l M 

28fl.fi 

2.5 

7,000,000 

57 

Vietnam 

329,560 

82.) 

hni 

82, 000 

58 

Yugoslavia 

102,350 

10 ? 

19.0 

2,025,000 

59 

Zambia 

752.614 

10.0 

54) 

498.00(1 

60 

Zimbabwe 

390,580 

12.5 

1.9 

125,000 


The total Muslim population of the world is estimated to be over 1,431 million, out of 
a world population of more than 6,234. million, about 23% of all the people on Earth. 

Sources: 

1. Figures supplied by the London embassies of some of die above countries in the 
year 2002. 

2. The World Factbook 2004, CIA. 

3. International Religious Freedom Report for 2004, US Dept, of State. 

4. www.adherents.com (for percentage of Muslims). 

5. Muslim World Minorities, Islamabad, 1993 (for percentage of Muslims). 


209 











what did you learn? (14) 


Key Stage 5 (J7-18) 

1. Discuss the material and numerical potential of the Muslims in the present day 
world, 

2. Study a map giving the location of Muslim countries in the world and make 
your own observations in the light of then location and importance 

3. "There is a lot ro be desired from the British Muslims m terms of their unity, practice of 

Isletm and contribution to the society they live in" — Discuss this objectively and 
subjectively. 

4. "Muslims iti the world are almost about 13 billion, but they have not been able to use then 

numerical strength atul their material resources for the common good oj humanity. " \ low 
will you comment on this statement? 

5. How do yon visualise the future of Muslims in the present day technology- 
dominated world? Discuss your vision in detail. 






Notes for Teachers and Parents 


Teaching Islam to young people requires careful planning and skill Teachers and parents 
need to be dear about the aims of providing such teaching The objective is to educate 
young people in Islam, to enable them to become conscious and practising Muslims, 
The Muslims of the U.K. do not yet have a well organised system of Islamic 
teaching, although sincere and dedicated efforts are being made in different parts of 
the country to provide basic Islamic education for our young generation. 

The Muslim Educational !rust has made some modest contribution towards making 
the teaching of Islam systematic. The Trust published a syllabus and guidelines for 
Islamic teaching in 1980 The first edition of this textbook. Islftm: Micfs andTeariiings, 
was published in October 1980, based on the syllabus. 

In the second edition, we incorporated some suggestions for teachers and parents 
on how to use the book The book in now in its 7th Edition. 

A. This book is mainly aimed at school pupils aged 11-16 and covers briefly the 
essential aspects of Islam. Younger pupils may not fully understand some of the 
topics. Until now we could not publish five or six separate books on Islam to 
cater for the needs of pupils of different age groups, The topics covered in this 
book have been arranged so that they can be studied progressively as the young 
people move up the school. The topics near the end of the book will also be 
useful tor pupils aged 17-18 when studied in tandem with other books and 
resources on those topics, for depth and breadth. 

B. Books on their own cannot achieve miracles. Commited Islamic teachers need 
to guide the pupils and to explain to them the various topics Without clarification 
and explanation, some ot the material in the book may be unclear to some 
pupils. Teachers and parents should be conscious of this. 

C Teachers and parents should consult other books for detailed analysis of different 
topics and guide the pupils accordingly.The select bibliography at the end of this 
book may be of help in this regard, 

D. Correct pronunciation of Arabic words needs care and attention We must take as 
much care as possible to see that the pupils pronounce Arabic words correctly. 
The transliteration guide given at the beginning of the book will be useful. We 
would request Islamic teachers and parents to avoid different spellings of Arabic 
words. Given care and attention, young people will be able to pronounce and 
spell Arabic words correctly. A few examples of varying spellings and 
pronunciations should make this point clear: 

Standard Other commonly-used spellings 

i. Muhammad Mohammed y Muhamtned f Mohammad, Mohamad 

ii. Rama$fin Ranmdlum, Ramazan 

iii. Dlti Dcai 

iv. Mu sit Mesa, Moosa 
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v, ‘A’ishah 
vi- '(Jt/tiftfu 

vii. Hadlth 

viii. Lnf 


Ayes ha, Aisha 
Umm, (htimi 
Hadis, Hadees 
l-oot. Lot. 


G. 


11 . 


ft is strongly recommended that the standard spellings be followed. 

The use of charts, maps, posters, slides and videos, OVDs of related topics should 
also be used to make the teaching interesting and effective. Islamic teachers 
should use them in order to give an audio-visual aspect to the teaching of Islam. 
At the end of each topic, we have included questions for different age groups. 
The use of the exercises will help to deepen the impact of the teaching, and 
pupils will grasp lessons better this way.The questions also indicate to the teacher 
how well the lessons have been understood by each pupil 
With pupils in year 7, you may find the book fsIdmforYowiger People more useful, 
especially the stories given in the book. 

In years 8 and 9 you should arrange your lessons to include some stories of the 
prophets. 

In years 10-12, the pupils should be encouraged to do more extensive research 
projects and not be limited to this book alone.These should cover the following 
topics; 

i. §al<lh and its importance in our life, 
n The role of the Mosque in Islam, 
iii. Al-Ka 'hah. 
lv. MasjJdun Nabi. 

V. Hall- 

vi. Festivals: ( Idul Pitr and ‘ idulAdlul . 

vii. Q nr*tin. 


ix. Islam and modern world 

x. The status of women in Islam 

xi. Islam and Terrorism 

xn.What can Islam offer to the present 
day world? 


viii. Muslim countries and their resources. 

J For pupils in years 10-12 class discussions on various issues related to living in a 
non muslim society should be included to allow pupils to freely express their 
views and answer any questions on the issues discussed. 

K. It is the challenging task of the Muslim teachers and parents to make their lessons 
both interesting and motivating for pupils of all age groups to ensure the 
knowledge learnt is not just memorised but internalised and therefore practised 
in their day to day lives. The lessons have to therefore be varied to engage the 
pupils and not become lectures given by the teachers. It is also the teacher’s 
responsibility to differentiate the teaching according to the ability of different 
pupils. The questions at the end of each topic vary in difficulty and can be 
selected to cater for pupils individual needs. (Tiered Questions) 

L. Quranic references are included throughout the book and should be utilised 
fully nr lessons to enable pupils to understand its role as the divine guidance for 
all humans. 
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Key Stage 3: Year 7 (age 12) 

fetal no, of lessons for a year: 25 


1 . 

lslsm: two lessons: 


i. 

Meaning and Way of Life 


ii. 

Everything in nature is obeying the law of Allah 

2, 

Purpose of Creation; one lesson 

3. 

Basic Beliefs: 

one lesson 

4. 

5. 

Al-Imilnul Mafa^al: one lesson 
'It'vrhid: two lessons: 


i. 

Meaning and Stiratuf Ikhljs 


ii. 

Powers of Allah 

(>. 

two lessons: 


i. 

Meaning of Rhillah and its importance 


ii. 

Names of prominent prophets 

7. 

Ahhirah: two lessons: 


i. 

Death and its implications 


ii. 

Day of Judgment 

8, 

Shahlkhh: one lesson: Meaning word by word 

9. 

$alnh: one lesson: Names and timings 

10. 

IVudn’: three 

lessons: 


i. 

Importance, Niyyah 


ii. 

How to make Wudfl' 


in. 

What makes Wudti 1 invalid? 

11. 

Fard $alilh: one lesson: Rak'ahs in each ^ainh 

12. 

How to perform $alflh: seven lessons: 


i. 

Niyyah and Subhamtka 


n 

Ta ‘arnrndh, Tasmiyah and Snratal Fmihalt (recitation) 


in. 

Meaning of Stimuli FiVihah 


IV. 

Stiratwl /Mt/ty (meaning and recitation) 


V. 

Rtiku\ QfpiTm, Tasbfh and Sujtid 


vi. 

Tashahhud 


vii. 

Dartid and 


13. Lessons of Salilh: one lesson 










Key Stage 3:Years 8 & 9 (age 43-14) 

Total no. of lessons for a year: 25 

1. Islam (introduction): one lesson 

2. Purpose of Creation: one lesson 

3. Mohammedanism is a misnomer: one lesson 

4. Basic Beliefs: one lesson: Seven Beliefs and AMwflmi/ Mufeal 

5. Grouping of Basic Beliefs: one lesson: 




TawhJd, Ritfhih, Akhirah 

6. 

Tawljfd: two lessons: 


i. 

Sara ml Ikhhlf 


if 

Powers and attributes of Allah 

7. 

Ristlfoh: two lessons: 


i. 

Meaning of Risftlah and us significance 


ii. 

Names of 25 prophets mentioned in the Qur'an 

8 . 

Akhirah: two lessons: 


i. 

Effect of this belief on human life 


ii. 

Death and Day of Judgement (explanation) 

9. 

Basic Duties: 

six lessons: 


i. 

Names of Duties and the meaning and significance 
of Shahzidaii 


ii. 

s 5rt/<7// names, times, importance 


iii. 

$aww — meaning and explanation 


iv. 

V. 

Zdkilh — meaning and significance with rate 

Hay- meaning and important rituals 


vi. 

jihad — meaning and explanation 

10. 

Life o f Muhammad eight lessons: 


i. 

Explanation of verses (33:21) and (21:107) of the Qur'an 


ii. 

Birth, Childhood and Business Trip to ash-Shilm 


iii. 

Marriage and Prophethood 


iv. 

V. 

First revelation (5 verses o { Surat id Alaq) 
l Ah f s acceptance of Islam, Ah and the Dinner 


vi. 

The Prophet ^i on Mount $afa 


vii. 

Hostility of the Quraish 


viti. 

‘Lhmi accepts Islam 
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Key Stage 4: Years 10 & I I (age 15-16) 

Total No of lessons for a year: 25 

1. Islam (introduction): one lesson: 

Explanation of the complete code at life 

2. Purpose of Creation: one lesson 

Explanation of 'Ibfldah and the verse 51:56 of the Qur'an 

3. Three Basic Concepts: three lessons: 

i. Tawhld and al-Qadr 

ii. .Effect of Tawhld on human life 

n i. Risdlah a nd Akhirnh 

4 Basic Duties: four lessons: 

i. Shahddah and its significance 

li. and its teachings 

iii. s S awm and Zahdh 

v Hajj and Jihad 

5. Life of Muhammad fit: twelve lessons: 

i. The best example for mankind and the last prophet 

ii. birth, Childhood,Teenager and the Harbul FijBr 
and Hilful Pudnl 

iii. Marriage and Search for the Truth, receiving the 
Truth 

iv. Islamic Movement begins, ‘Air's acceptance of Islam. 
‘All and the Dinner 

v. The Prophet on Mount 
Hostility begins 
Emigration to Ahbvssinia 

vi. *Umar accepts Islam, 

Boycott and confinement. 

Year of sorrow 

vii. Al-Mi‘rtij and Hijra !i 

viii. Battle of Badr 

xi. Battle of Uhud 

x. Battle of Ahznb 

xi. Conquest of Makkah 

xii. Farewell Address and Death 
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6. Islamic Personalities: two lessons; 

i. Abtt Bakr and ‘Umar 

ii. 'Uthtndri and 'Ah 

7. Economic and Political System of IslUm: two lessons: 

i. Economic System 

ii. Political System 

Key Stage 5: Years 12 & 13 (age 17-18) 

Total no. of lessons: 25 
l. Islamic way of life: two lessons: 

i. Islam is a complete code of life. Verse 3:19 of the 
Q ur'iln and explanation 

ii. Excellence and practicality of Islamic way of life for 
all ages 

2 Basic Duties of Islam: three lessons: 

i. Basic Beliefs of 7tfii>jf?H, R63W?./fkfnWi and 

Shakndah 


ii. 

‘lb ad ah — the purpose of life — $ahlh y $awm, 
and Hajj 

iii. 

Jihad, the end result of *Ibadah 

Prophet Muhmmad't life: seven lessons: 

i. 

a) The mission of the Prophet & (61:9) 

b) The last Prophet 

c) The best example for mankind 

ii. 

a) The beginning of the Islamic Movement 

b) Hostility 

c) Hijmh 

iii. 

a) First Islamic State at Madinah 

b) Battle of Badr 

vi. 

a) Battle of Uhud 

b) Battle of A hzdb 

V. 

Conquest of Makkah 

vi. 

Farewell address 

vii. 

a) Mission Accomplished 

b) The example of the ideal way of life 

Shari *ah: two lessons: 

i. 

a) Shari'ah and its meaning 

b) Sources of the Sharii ' ah 
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ii a) Six most authentic Books of Ahadlth 
b) Fiqh 

5. Family Lite in Islam: three lessons: 

i, a) Basis of Social Life 

b) Marriage Basis of Family 
il Rights of Women 

hi. Polygamy and Islam 

6. Economic System of life: two lessons: 

1 . Islam and Economic System 

ii. Basic Features of Islamic Economic System 

7. Political System ot Islam: two lessons: 

i. Islam and Politics 

n Features of Islamic Political System 

8. Qur’anic Quotations: two lessons: 

i. Basic Virtues of Life 

ii. Bad Conduct 

9. Selected Alulduh; two lessons: 

i. Basic Duties 

ii. Bad Conduct 

Note:Teachers and parents are free to arrange the topics and decide the number of 
lessons to adequately deal them for pedagogic purpose.The above arrangement should 
he treated as a guide only. 
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Glossal)' 

It is difficult to translate Arabic terms into English (or any other language), especially those used in the 
Qur ,7m and the Ahadlth. A brief explanation of the meaning of the important Arabic words used in this book 
is given below. Note that some words in Arabic have ‘4’ (meaning‘the’) at the beginning, e g. '<Ui. In 
il» ,!• cases we omit the ‘alhe.g.just Qur’an We retain it, however, in names and phrases we have also used a 
phonetic translation, e.g. dM-iVdxa'f (not 


m 

Ju-j Ju? 

The Arabic $a(l<iflahn \ihihi iwmI/m, written after the name of 
Prophet Muhiun: id fa. meaning‘peace and blessings of A tilth b< 
upon him 

Adhftn 


The call to £4<7 /i. 

AhSdlth 

t - 

(sing. Hiuilth) R eports of the sayings, deeds and actions approved 
by Prophet Muluunmihl fa. 

Ahzab 

Oy>-Y\ 

Meaning the Troops or the Confederates. The thirty thud S’tiw/i 
of the Qur’tlri and the name of the third important battle fought 
by Prophet Muhammad fa- 

Akhirah 


Life after death. It includes the Day of Judgement and the never- 
ending life after death 

‘Alaq 

s 

Something that clings Also translated as clot of blood or leech. 
Name of the ninety-sixth <$( 7 w/! of the Qur’ilm 

Allah 


The proper name ofGod.All.lh is the Maker of ill creatures. He 
is not just the God of Muslims, but of all human kind. 

Ali ‘Imr&n 

o'>J] 

The third SffraJi of the Qur'an meaning the family of ‘Imrftn. 

Ahnal 

Jlli) 

(sing. 'Atm!) Actions or deeds. 

Amflnab 

ijul 

(also /IwiTmii/) Meaning trust. (2:283, 4:58:8:27) 

Atntn 


The word said after the recitation of Sflratu/ hJft/w/j or any du*i I’ 
to Allah. The word means ‘Accept our prayer, O Allah'. 

al-Amln 


Meaning ‘the Trustworthy’, one of the titles of Prophet 
Muiuwwun! fa. 

‘Ankabfit 


Twenty-ninth Sflnih of the Qur'an, meaning ‘the spider’, 

AnsSr 

;CiVl 

(sing. AHffirt) The Madlnan Muslims who helped Prophet 
Muhammad fa. 

‘Aqabah 

i^\ 

The place near Makkah where Madlnan Muslims made a 
covenant with Prophet Muhmnmui fa. 

'Araftt 


The plain 25km south-east of Makkah where people gather during 
Hajj. (2:198) 

Arkanul Islam 


The five pillars (or basic duties) of Islam. 

AsnduUah 

s t - t 
dJJ^ ,>-*2 

Hon of Allah. One of the titles of KltalTfafi Ail. 

AshflriT 


The tenth day of the first Islamic month, Muharnm. 

‘Asr 

ysOJr 

Name of the £4,1/1 after mid-afternoon. 

\ws 

O') 

A tribe of Madhuth. 
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Awsuq 


(also Awsdq, sing. Bfrftf) 5 /lu'vnij are equivalent to 653 kg. the 
Nitfh for Ztiknh on agricultural produce. 

Aytfh 

xl 

(pi. Ayat) A verse of the Qttr'fln, 

Bi.Jr 

SS 

The place 12H km south west of Madlnah where the Muslims fought 
their first battle against the infidel* of Makkah. (3.13,8 41) 

al-Baihaq! 


Refers to a collection of Ahsdlth hv A bn llafoAhnnul bin Hi«dt>i 
aUBaihaq r. 

Baittil Maqdis 


The Sacred House situated in Jerusalem, i.e. Masjidul AqfS. 

Baitullfth 


The House of Allah in Makkah, Saudi Arabia. 

Bartfl 

y~>. 

(also This word means ‘children of or "tribe of 

Bashar 

yL m) 

Meaning‘nun*. (18:110) 

Basnialah 

*1*. ..j 

(see TasmiyaH) 

Birr 


Meaning ‘righteousness’. The Qur’Snic term refers to all good 
actions and efforts done to gam Allah s favour and blessings 

a]-Bukh;irl 


Refers to $ahtl,i ai-liukharl, the most authentic collection of 
Ahifduh of Jtfulm al-liitkhSrL 

Darfld 

3 J>» 

Reciting Sahib 'a but Nabiyy during or at any other time 

This is a Persian word. 

Dhikr 

. 

Remembering or praising Allah. 

Dhul Hijjah 

CX\ ji 

Twelfth month of Islamic calendar, when Hajj is performed every 
year, 

Din 

& 

Meaning‘religionVway of life , judgement’ (1:3;3:19;5:3; 107:1; 
109:5; 110:2) 

DTnul Fitrah 


The natural way of life or the religion of nature. (30:30) 

Du‘3’ 

•ti 

A supplication to Allah, or asking Allah for favour, blessing and 
mercy. 

Fajr 

A? 

Name of the §alali at dawn. 

Faqth 


A person with a sound knowledge and understanding of Fiqh 

Fard 

*>> 

Compulsory duty prescribed by Allah. 

Fardu KiBivah 

jj 

A collective obligation or duty of the Muslims, When some of 
the Muslims in an area do this, the obligation is discharged. If no 
one does it, everyone in the area would be considered sinful — 
e.g. $nintul JtwSzah. 

al-F3rfiq 


The title of Ktialffah 'Umar meaning ‘the discinguisher between 
the right and the wrong’. 

FatwS 


(pi. FatSwH) A ruling on an issue given by a person well versed in 
the Qur iiu and the Sutmah. 

Fiqh 

Aj43 

Literally‘understanding’.The term refers to the science ot Islamic 
law or jurisprudence. 

Fiqhuz Zaknh 


Islamic law's regarding Z.ikah (Also the name of a book written 
by YOsuf al-Qara<!awi.) 
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Fir‘awn 

.OJf'j? 

(English; Pharoah)Tide of the ruler s ot ancient Egypt, 

Ghairu Mu'akkadah 
(Sunnah) 


Refers to the S SW<J/| performed only occasionally by Prophet 
XluhatmjKuf ££ As opposed to these, their ate Afw \jkb<uitih 

.SVito/i wins h Prophet Afu/iiiwjirir/ & performed regularly, e g 2 wfr'dfa 
of Sninirt/; before $aklfu{ /-if* 

al-Ghani 


The title of AMr/idi 1 /fJwiftj meaning‘the rich' 

al-Ghurrttl 

Muhajjalfin 

"iii 

Meaning distinctly bnght’.The parts of the body of the Muslims 
washed during 11 W/j'will shine on the Day of Resurrection and 
angels will call them by this name 

Giro si 

sP- 

Washing the whole body for jabxrak. (4 44; fh) 

Hadlth 

t 

(pi AlnldJth) A report of a saying, deed or action approved by 
Prophet Muhammad *&. 

Hafiz 


(pi. Httfftiz) One whii memorises the whole Qwriii/. 

Hajar 

^>-U 

(English. Hagar) One of the wives ot Prophet Ibrahim , and the 
mother of Prophet Ismail. 

al-Hajarul Aswad 

3 1 jkl-l 

The Black Stone at the southeast corner of the Kn'btih. 

Hajj 

cr 

The pilgrimage to The House of Allah’ (Bd/fu/kT/j) in Makkah. 
One of the five basic duties or pillars of Islam. (2:158,196 -203; 
3:97; 5:2; 22:30) 

HalSl 


That which is lawful (permitted) in Islam. 

HarSni 

., f*> 

That which is unlawful (forbidden) in Islam 

Harbul FijSr 


A sacrilegious war which broke out during \1nh<imnuid's ££ youth 
when he was between fifteen and twenty years old. It is so called 
because the war was fought during the months when war was 
conventionally forbidden. 

Hawwa* 


{English: Eve) Wife of Adam, first man and the Prophet of Allah 
on earth. 

HayS’ 


Meaning‘modesty’,‘self inspectYbashftihires’, etc Refers to the 
feeling of shame when a bad act is done or something indecent 
happens. 

HidSyah 


Guidance from Alhh. 

Hijab 


A Muslim woman’s veil or head-covering when meeting strangers 
and going out. 

Hijra h 

li w>**> 

The migration of Prophet Mnkitmmid from Makkah toMadlnah, 

Hilful FudBl 


Meaning‘Tlie Alliance for the Virtuous’.The charitable organisation 
which Muhammad £& joined as a young man of Makkah. 

Hira’ 

*>> 

Name of the cave in Mount Mb at Makkah where the first 
revelation of the Qur'dti was brought by the angel Jibnl'll to 
Prophet Mulimm ul & 

Hubal 

Jt* 

The chief idol of the Makkan people in the pie Utemic period 
of ignorance. It was destroyed when Makkah was conquered by 


the Muslims. 
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Hudaibiyyah 


A well-known place 16 km from Makkah on the way to Jeddah. 

‘Ibsdah 


Translated as ‘worship 1 , n refers to any permitted activity 
performed to gain Allah’s pleasure. 

Iblls 


The devil or Satan (Shaifan) who disobeyed Allah and swore to 
misguide humans from Allah’s path. 

‘Idul Adha 


The annual festival of sacrifice between KM 3 Dhtfl Hiif'alt. 

"Idul Fifr 

Jk2J&\ J^P 

The annual festival on 1st SImm'imT/. atter a month of fasting in 
Ramadan. 

lhr3m 


The special dress worn by pilgrims during Hiiji. 

IhsSn 


The highest stage oi lman when ^ believer obeys Allah’s commands 
as if he is seeing Allah, and though he does not see Allah, lie knows 
Allah secs him all the time. (16:90) 

IjinS* 

foo-l 

Consensus reached by the Islamic jurists on a matter of Islamic 
law. One of the sources of Islamic SharVah. 

I mam 

r ui 

The person who leads prayer in a congregation, or a leader. 

Iman 

jQ] 

Faith or belief. 

ai-linanul Mufassal 

jUii jL„y i 

The faith in detail. 

InjH 


Gospel. The book revealed to Prophet ‘ha (Jesus) 

Iqftniali 


The second call to prayer, made when $alah is about to begin in 
congregation. 

Iqra' 

'>1 

Meaning‘read’, the first word of the Qur'an revealed to Prophet 
Muhammad & at cave Uira , (96-1) 

‘hha’ 

► tip 

Name of the S ilah at night 

Islam 

f sC)h 

This is rhe name given by Allah to the religion for mankind.The 
wort! means submission and obedience to Allah's commands to 
attain peace m this life and in the /TM/w/t. It began with the first 
prophet Adam and was completed at the time of Prophet 
Muhammad & 

hram 


Name of the angel who will blow the trumpet signalling the 
end of tins world, the resurrection of mankind and the start of 
the judgement. (Qur'an: 18:99; 36:51; 23:101; 39:68; $ahih Muslim: 
vol. 1, no. 1694) 

IsrS’ll 

Jti'r'l 

Another name of Prophet Ya‘qflb (Jacob), hence Haiti! (or ftrnt) 
Israel meaning:‘The children of Ista'Ji'. 

I‘ tidal 


Returning to the position of qiySm after rukti'. 

‘IzrSTl 


Name of the angel called Malakn! Maui in the Qur'an. (32:11; 
IdfsTr Iht KatliTr, vol 3, page 73. Beirut 1981). 

jahannam 


Hell, the place of eternal suffering. 

Jam3‘ah 

Ap U>» 

Congregation, when people say §aiah as one group. 

JanSzah 


The funeral $afah. 

Jannah 


Heaven, the place of eternal bliss. Literally ‘Garden’, also called 


Paradise. 
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Jerusalem 


file city, known in Arabic as *jf-Qnds, where al-\i<i$jidnl Aq$2 is 
situated.This was the first Qibiah of the Muslims, li is the third 
most sacred place in Islam. It is now under Israeli occupation. 


Jibrni 


The angel (Gabriel) who brought revelation from Allah. (2:97-98). 

Jihad 


One ol the important duties in Islam, it means to strive. Jihad ff 
sabf lillilh (Striving for the sake of Allah) means exerting all mu 
efforts to establish XU'rnf and remove Mntfhtr from society in 
order to gain Allah’s pleasure. 

Jinn 


Allah’s c reatures with tree will, created from smokeless fire. 

Jizyah 


The tax levied on non Muslim citizens of an Islamic state (9:29; 
also al-lhtkiiflt!, vol. 4. 384 386) 

Jfidiyy 


The mount of jndiyy in Turkey where Prophet Ntilj’s ark rested. 
(11:44) 

)umad<tl Akhirah 

JunuPah 


The sixth month of the Islamic calendar. 

(see Jutnu‘ah) 

Ka'bah 


rhe first place built for the worship of Allah, in Makkah. Also 
called ‘The House of Allah (BaituUsk). 

Kafir 


(pi. Kafirdn or Kn/Jur) A person who does not believe in Islam. 

al-Kalimatut Taiyibah AJSnJ) 

The pure sentence, i.c. the words said in ash-Shalnldah. 

Khaibar 

& 

An Arabian oasis inhabited by Jews during Prophet Mulmmwad’t efc 
time, situated 160 km north ofMadtnah 

Khali fah 

Aaui>- 

An agent or vicegerent of Allah on earth. 

Khiilllullali 


f riend of Allah , T he title of Prophet Ibuhrm 

Khandaq 


Meaning‘trench’ or‘ditch’. Refers to the battle of Ah?ab or the 
battle of Khandaq 

Khazraj 


A tribe ofMadtnah during Prophet Muhammad s & time. 

KhilBfah 


The Caliphate. The rule by a Khallfah. 

Khul‘ 

& 

A wife’s right to seek separation from her husband under Islamic 
taw, when the marriage is unsustainable. 

al-Khulafif ur 
RSshidQn 


The rightly-guided Kltutajh ' or the four consecutive successors of 
Prophet Muhammad *$, i.c. Abft Bakr a$-$iddiq. Umar <j/-K7rfty, 
Vtlimiiu cd-GhiWl and *Atf al-Murtadt. 

Khutbah 


The sermon given before SahVuljumu'ah. Usually a lecture about 
Islam. 

KirSman KiUibin 

C\<r 

Meaning'respected scribes* (82:1 l)Thc angels who write down 
everything man does on earth. 

al-Kubra 


Meaning “the Great’ (feminine of ai-Kabtr). A title of Khadtjah, 
the first wife of Prophet Muhammad clfc. 

Kutubullah 

in LIT 

The books revealed by Allah. 

al-Lat 

o5N\ 

The idol worshipped by the tribe in ‘fli'if. It was 


destroyed by al-Mughlrah bin Shu ‘huh. 
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Madlnatun Nabiyy 


Maghrib 

Makkah 


■* v 


Makrflh 



Mala'ikah 

M.ilakul Mawt 

Mandnb 

Ma 4 r0f 

Marwah 

Masjid 

al-Masjidt.il Aqs3 



,♦ ^ t1 

> Jr i\ 



al-Masjidul Har3m 
al-Masjidun Nabawl < Jj*LS\ 
Mika’U 


Mitlah 

MilJatun \Xhlmlah 


aL* 
*-1 • aL * 


Minn 

MTq3t 



Mi‘rSj 




Mirath 

MishkSh 


W>' J~* 

i&CjL* 


Mu’adhdhin 

MubSh 


*/> 

6?> 

r ^ 


Muftl 

Muhajirfln 

Muhammad 4* 




The city of Prophet A/w/ww;iitfd commonly shortened to 
Madlnah. 

Name of the SalSh just alter sunset. 

The city vvhere the Ka 'bah is located and the birth place of 
Prophet Muhammad f&.AIso called Hakkah in the QurWf. (3:%) 

Those things which arc disliked and are reprehensible in Islamic 
SharVah. 

(sing, Mafok) Angels. 

The angel of death. Also known as Azrti’fl. (32:11) 

The word used in Islamic Sfuirf'iih to mean ‘recommended’ 

Right actions. Its opposite is MinR’tir (wrong). 

The hillock on the other side of Safe. (2:158) 

Literally ‘a place of prostration'. \ mosque. 

The mosque in Jerusalem which was the first Qiblah for Muslims 
before al-Masjidul HarJm (17:1) 

The mosque in Makkah where the Ka’bah is situated. 

The Prophet s Mosque at Madluah. 

(also MlhSt) The angel who is mentioned in the Q«r*<J«. (2:98) 
(also Millat) Nation or community. 

One nation- 

A place situated 6.5 km to the east o! Makkah. 

(pi. Mmtiqtt) five fixed places from where wearing //ir7/n is 
compulsory for those intending to go on 7 Jmrah or tjajj. 

The ascent of Prophet Muhammad to 1 leaven, whit h happened 
on 17 Rajah. (53.11-12) 

Inheritance in Islamic law. 

Refers to Mishkittul Mafilblh, a collection of Ahiiiuh by Ahfl 
Muhammad al-Jiusaw bin Mas 1 fid (died 516 AH). 

The person who calls the AdliXtt. 

A term of Islamic law meaning silent, i e neither recommended 
nor reprehensible 

One who is qualified to give a FattiHI (Islamic ruling). 

(sing. Muhsjir )The migrants.The Makkan Muslims who migrated 
to Madlnah. Literally, those who make Hijrah. 

The final messenger of Allah to mankind. He was Muhammad 
bin ’AbduliSh. 
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Mu’min 


(pi Mi VwiVi/lw) A believer 

MunSfiq 

Vo 

■ 

(pi Meaning‘hvpumtc'. A person who claims to be ,i 

believer but does not act according to his beliefs 

Munkar 


Wrong actions. Us opposite is Xla .rtf (right). 

Miiqlm 


A local resident. 

Mnqtadl 


A Muslim who prays behind an ImXm 

al-MurtadS 


A title of Khaffjah ‘All nleaning*the one with whom Allah is pleased’. 

Musalli 


A person saying $al<lh. 

Mushaf 


A copy of the Qur'att, 

Muslim 


A person who freely and consciously accepts the Islamic way of 
life, and sincerely practices ir. 

Also, refers to $ahjlt Muslim, the authentic collection of Alrtdlth 
of Imam Muslim. 

Muttaqf 


An Allah conscious person.A person 1 raving 7o*jutf is called a MutUnil 

Muzdalifah 

<^yS\ 

A place between 'Arafat and Mina located 11.5 km to the east of 
Makkah. Pilgrims are required tu stay here (called a\ -Mash'Hril 
Hartm) on the night of 10 Dhitl Hiljah. (2:198) 

Nabiyy 

•H 

(pl/bth)*?’) Prophet 

Nadir 


Naftr was a Jewish tribe in Madlnuh. 

NSfilah 


(pi. Namlfil} Optional. 

aii-NasjTf 


Refers to £tm<iri iifi-iVdjfl'r, one of the six most authentic 
collections of AhuJuh. 

Nazafah 

ijl!a> 

Cleanliness. 

Nikah 


Meaning marriage between a nun and a woman 

NisSh 

C->Uai 

The amount of annual savings of a Muslim on which payment 
of Zalrth is compulsory. 

Niyyah 

. 

A-«—I 

Intention. 

NOr 

Ji 1 

Allah’s light. Angels are created from NQr. 

Qad3’ 

•’CaJ 

Making up for a missed prayer. 

Qadisiyyah 

i-o'uJl 

A place in Iraq where the Muslim and the Persian army fought a 
battle in the year 636/637 CE. 

Qadr 

S* 

Meaning ‘measure ‘power* or ‘destiny’. AI-Qadr refers to the 
foreknowledge of Allah about all of creation. 

QainuqS 1 ' 


BiWii QainuqS' was a Jewish tribe in M a dm ah 

Qiblah 


The direction towards the AVMi in Makkah to which Muslims 
face during $altlh. 

QiySlm 

r 1 ^ 

Standing upright in $<i/a/i 

QiySs 

<r£ 

Analogy or reasoning in Islamic .S'/wrf 'ah on the basis of similar 
circumstances. 
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Qunflt 


The special dii'tl'said during §ahvu! Witr. 

Qur’3ii 


The sacred book of Muslims, the final book of guidance from Allah, 
sent down to Xluhamtmui & thiough the angel JihrS'll (Gabriel) 
over a period of 23 years. 

Quraizah 


/{(inn QuraUtih w as a Jewish tribe in Madlnah. 

RablTiI Awwal 


The third month of the Islamic calendar 

Rajah 


The seventh month of the Islamic calendar. 

Rak‘ah 


(pi. Raka'ilt) A ‘unit’ ot each $alflh having two, three or 

four mk*ah. 

Ramadan 


Ninth month ol the Islamic calendar, the month of obligatory tasting. 

Rasfil 


(pi. Rusut) Messenger. Rasfl/nl/iJ/t means Messenger of Allah. 

Riba 


Interest, which >s unlawful in Islam. (2:275-276) 

Risalah 


Messengership. I he channel of communication between Allah 
and His Messengers, through His angels, books and messengers. 

Rflh 

O' 

Soul, which lives on attr r death. (32:9) Also used in the Qnr’ff/i 
to refer to the angel Jibuti. (97:4) 

Rukn‘ 

t£> 

Bowing during $<tfah 

Sadaqah 


Charitable expenditure in Isijm. Also used to refer to Zaksh. (9:00) 

as-S3diq 


One of the titles of Prophet Xtnfyammad Qi, meaning ‘The 
Truth fill’. 

Safti 


The hillock near Baitullttli (House of Allah) from where pilgrims 
make a fast walk to the hillock of Xlarutih. (2:158) 

Safar 


Second month of the Islamic calendar. 

Sahflbah 


(sing. §aluibl) Companions of Prophet Muhammad 

SahOr 


A pre-dawn meal taken by Muslims during the fasting month of 
Ritmadnn. 

Saifullah 


Sword of Allah The title of KhtiHd bin u/*HTrd, the famous 
commander of the Muslim army. 

Saiyidatun NisfP 

Sjw— ' 

Leader of the women in /tfww/i.This is the title given to Ftyimah. 
the youngest daughter of Prophet Xtulianmtiid Ofc. 

Sajdah 


Prostration during prayer. 

Sajdatus Sahw 


Prostrations to make up for a mistake made during s Su/tl/i. 

Salah 


The compulsory prayer, offered at fives set times every day in a 
particular way. 

Salftni 


Turning the head to the right and left at the end of saying 

AssalSmu *dhuktm im rithmtUuHxh. 

as-5al3tu l alan Nabiyy 

The Darthl recited after at Titihahlnul at the end ofa particular $al<th. 

Salami JmmTah 

<>VU^ 

The special congregational said at midday every Friday. 
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Sawm 

*** 

baiting in the month of llmadan, one of the five pillars (basic 
duties) of Islam. 

Sha‘b3n 

jC*i 

Eighth month of the Islamic calendar 

ShahSdah 


Testifying that “There is no god but Allah, Muhammad is Allah's 
messenger”, The first pillar (basic duty) of Islam. 

Shahid 


A Muslim who sacrifices his life tor Allah’s sake. 

Shaitan 


The Arabic word for devils or evil forces from Jinn, 

Shar!‘ah 


Way, path, law, 01 code ot conduct. 

SliavvwSl 

& 

The tenth month of the Islamic calendar 

Shirk 


Attributing partnership to Allah. A great sin. 

Shara 

Jj'A 

Consultation among learned Muslims. (42:38) 

a$-Siddlq 


The title of Khidlfalt Abfl Hakr meaning testifier to the truth. 

Slrah 

i^J\ 

Biography of the life of Prophet Muhammad ^ and his companions. 

SujOd 

f 

Prostrating during 

Sunnah 


(pi. Snmw) The example of Prophet Muhammad in what he 
did, said and approved. 

Also, the additional $<ilnk practised by Prophet Muhammad 

Sfirah 

hy** 

(pi. .Swear) A chapter of the Qur 3n. 

Ta*awwudh 


Saying A%lhu billnhi mhmh shaififitir rajirtt. 

Iafslr 


Detailed explanation of the meaning of the Qur’an. 

Tahajjud 

£ i« 

Optional s S<i/iT*j between midnight and dawn. 

TahSrah 


To be clean and pure. 

Takblr 

■ & 

Saying Afhi/nt Akbar. 

Takblratiil Hiram 


Saying AUtthu Akbar at the start of the fyltih. 

Tal3q 

J'jic 

A husbands right to divorce his wife in Islamic Shari‘ah when 
the marriage is not sustainable, (2:228-232; 65:1-7) Af-'Jaltiq is 
the name of the 65th Sarah of the Q«r’3fi. 

Talbiyah 

dj 

Literally‘response’or‘compliance’ .The words “Labbaik, alliittumma 
labbaik ,. recited whilst in llntfm during 'L/wrufi or Hajj. 

Taqw3 


Piety. Allah consciousness or fear of Allah. 

TarSwIh 

Ty^j 

The special $ainh said after 'hhn’ in Ramadan. 

Tasbih 


Saying Subhana rabbiyal .,. (Glorification of Allah). 

Tashahhud 

* A- 

The recitation after two rak'ahs and at the end of Salilh. 

Tashrlq 


The three festive days following btuiAdhd (11-13 Dhnl tfiiiah), 

Tasmiyah 

V-i 

Saying Bismi/lahir raljmttnir rahlni. Also called the Basmalah. 

Tawbah 

Aj y 

Meaning‘repentence’.To ask Allah's forgiveness for our mistakes 
and sins. A l-Tawbah is the name of the 9th Sfiw/r of the Qw <!«. 
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Taw rail 


Torah.The book revealed to Prophet MOstl by Allnli. 

Tayamimim 

r? 

Dry ablution, performed when water is scarce, unavailable or 
when using it would be harmful. 

ThanS’ 

»ui 

Meaning‘praise’ or ‘appreciation*. Saying ShMa/mAm altihumma,. 
after Takhtratid lhr,lm 

Thawr 

* * 

Jf 

A mount near Makkali in which there is a cave where Prophet 
Muhammad and Abti liakr took shelter whilst migrating to 

Madtnah. (9:40) 

at-Tirmidhl 


Refers to Jilmi at- Virmidht. one of the six most authentic 
collections ofAhXdnh. 

Tuwa 


The name of the sacred valley at Mount Smjt when' Prophet 
Afibi! received Allah’s message. (20:12) 

UKud 

jld 

S i 

A mount north of Madtnah where the second battle was fought 
by Prophet Muhammad fit and the Muslims against the infidels 
of Makkah. (3.121-128) 

Unimah 

H 

Community, nation. (3:110) 

Ummiyy 


A person who cannot read or write.The Qiir'ff/i uses this term 
to describe Prophet Muhammad •&'. 

‘Uiwah 

_ ^ a. 1 

The lesser pilgrimage to the Ka'hah in Makkah any time of the 
year (2:15K) 

Uswatun Hasanah 

^>*5P 

Meaning ‘an excellent example'. The Qur anic term refers to 
Prophet Muhammad & 

al-‘Uzz3 


The idol of Ranfl Sluiibflu located at Nakhlah . It was destroyed hv 
Khnlid hiti al-UM. 

Vftjib 


Obligatory. 

Witr 


Literally ‘odd’ (opposite of even). Refers to the $alzlt offered 
afrer ‘hha\ 

Wmjo’ 

*>f2> 

Washing for $al3h m a prescribed wav. 

Yathrib 

£ '* 

J. 

A pre-ldamic name of Madbuh. (33 1V) 

Yawrmiddtn 


Die Day of Reckoning or of Judgement in the life after death, 

Yawmul Akhirah 


The Last Day or the Day of Judgement. 

ZabQr 

JJ-r'j 

Psalms.The book revealed by Allah to Prophet Dflivtld. 

az-Zahra’ 


A title of Fttfimah, the youngest daughter of Prophet 
Muhammad 4fL meaning ‘radiantly beautiful’. 

Zakilh 


Welfare contribution — a compulsory payment from a Muslims 
annual savings, one of the five pillars (basic duties) of Islam. It is an 
act of 'Ihddaii (worship) and should not be confined with any tax 

Zamzain 

r>3 

Literally ‘bubbling’ or ‘abundance of water’. The famous well 
near the Ka'hah , discovered by Htljar. 

Zuhr 


Name of the after midday. 
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Aamo Si’f Prophets: w 

a\~ Abbas bin ‘Abdul Mutfalib 97, 107, 115 1 16 
Abdul Muflalib 80, 119 
‘Abdullah (father of Muhammad fijf) 80, 
‘Abdullah (son of Muhammad 82, 136 
‘Abdullah bin Abt Rabt'ah 9> 

‘Abdullah bm az-Zubair 33 
Abdullah bin Hudhafah 127 
‘Abdullah bin Jubair 107 
Abdullah bin Jnd‘3n 81 
'Abdullah bin Mas (Ui 88 
‘Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Silfl) 107 
Abdullah bm‘Umar 139 
Abdullah hm /aid t04 
‘Abdur Rahman bin Abl Bakr 126 
‘Abdur Rahman bitCAwf 88, 1? ( > 

‘Abdur Rahman bin al-Harith 33 
Ablution. See Wutjo’ 

Abortion 160,194 
Abraham. See Prophets: Ibrahim 
Abo ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Yazfd al Qanvinf 
155 

Abo ‘Abdur Rahman Ahmad bin Shu*aib an 
Nas3‘l 155 

AbO AyyQb al- An^ri 32.99,103 
Abo Bakr bin Abt qufoafoh 33.87,88,90,98, 
117, 125-127,139,229 
Abo Bakr Ahmad bin Husain al-Baihaql 222 
Abo DawOd. Sir Sunan Abo Dawfld 
Aba Dharr al-Ghtf&rl 88 
AbO 1 ukaihah 90 

Abo Ijanlfah Nu‘m3n bin Tbabit 155 
AbO l ls5 Muhammad bin Pa at l irmidht 155 
Abo jahl 90 
AboLahab 89,90,94 
Abo Lu'lu' 129 
Abo Muhammad al Husain bin Mas‘od 155, 226 
Abo Qubafah 125 
AbO Sufv5n 105,108,112,115 
AbQjalib 80.87,89,94,119 
Abo ‘Ubaid ath-Thaqaft 128 
Abo ‘Ubaidah bin abjarrnh 88.127. 128,129 
Abo Umaivah 83 
Abud Darda’ 32,33 
Abul Hakam bin HishSm. See Abo Jahl 
Abuse 202 

Abyssinia 92,111,113,119,130,136 
Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi 171 
Adam. See Prophets: Adam 
‘Addas 95 

AdhSit 120,221,226, See also iqSmah 
first used 104 
wording 44-45 




Adh.ifls*ij5Ei I W 
ft . J V5 
Afghanist : 2u i 4 
Africa iV 
Ap icukm 'I^khIlkv ?LL 7E 
AH 11 

Ahadtth. S' IJjdlth 
Ahmad br fljiibj] 155 
Aijzab b ‘09, I2ii.131.221 
A ishah bint ? lIGkr 94138-139 
AivSnint Tashrk- 174 
At/3‘. See Juz’ 

A k hi rah 1. 18,32,31,35-36,17H 179,196, 

221 

‘Alaq 221 
Albania 2.04 

Alcoholic Drinks I > , i65_175 Srr jfr.j Winti 
Alexandria 131 
Algeria 171,204 

‘AhbinAblTOb 87 120.129,131-133, 

137,221.227 

Ali 4 1 mr3n, See Sn? A ^ h 1 fmir,Tn 
Allah 13,17,221 

Allahu Akbai See '-consul SI>I~3 tii 
Alliance for Charity, ‘Tnr HiLfii] Ruin! 

AYnal 105,221 
Am3nah 116, 169, 2$ 

Amin 50, 221 
si Amtn 83.96,221 
Aniinah 80,119 
‘Amir bin Fuhairah 135 
‘AnimUr 90 

‘Ann bin a: ‘A? 92,111, 20. I2 L J 
Amr bin Ummatyah <id-P<min 113 
Analogy 154 
Anbiya\ See Prophets 
Angels 17,26,85, 141,148, 196,22. 
of Death. See herein ‘Izra’il (Art ’ 

Isrnfti 26, 224 

‘Izra’li (Azrail) 26, 35, 224,226 
JibrS'll (Gabriel) 26.32,85,86,87,96 t%, 
197,225. See nk> Rah 
Kiraman KlUibfln 26.225 
Mikshl (Michael) 26,226 
Anger 73, 202 

Animals 75. 143, 172, 175,1.99 
‘Ankabut 221 
An?3r 97,100, 221 
Ants 94 

Aqabah 96,97. 119,221 
al~Aq$5. See Masjidul Aq$3 
Arab 116 
Arabia 80 

Arabic .10; J 3,31. 35 
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Ar.ibir Date* 11 

Arabic Symbols 11 

‘Araftt 75,116, ISO, 175,221 

Aramaic 28 

Argentina 208 

Ark 142 

Arksnul Ullm 38,221 
Armenia 130 

aCArqam bm Abl al-Arqani 88,04 

Arrogance 103,201 

Audulbh 132.221 

al-Asham bin Abjar. Sec Negus 

‘Ashnra 175,221 

Asma’ bint Abl Bakr 88,138,20) 

Asms* bint SaUnub 88 
Asma’bim‘Umais 88 
‘A$r 40. 46, 221 

al-Aswad bin 'Anzah ah'Ami 126 
Australia 173,208 
Aws 100,109,221 
Awsuq 71,222 
Ayah 32 
Aynt. .See Ayah 
Ayatul K.ufs! 177 
Azar 144 

Azerbaijan 204. Sc? */Jm> Adharbaijllti 
Azrail. Sec Angels:'Izra'll 
B 

Backbiting 192, 201 
Badr 105-106, 120, 126, 131, 137,222 
Bahlr.1 80 
Uahman 128 
Bahrain 204 
aUBathaq! 222 
Baitul Maqdis 96, 105, 222 
Baimllah 74,222. Steak* Ka‘bah 
Bakk.th 226 
Bangladesh 171,204 
Banks 168 
Batin 222 
Asad 89 
Bakr 115 
Hashim 94 

bra'll 146,148. See also hr3’ll 
Khuza*ah 115 
Makhzam 89 
al-Mu$faliq 120 
Mu{tabb 94 

Nadir 100, 108, 115,227 
Qamuqa 4 100,120,227 
Qunu;ah 100,109,120,221 
Shaiban 230 
Taim 89 
ath-Thaqtf 225 
Barnabas 28 
Bashar 141,222 
Basmalah. See Tasimyah 
Bath. See Ghusl 




zm. 


Battle of the Bridge 128 
Belgium 208 
Benin 208 

Bible 28,80,114,160 
BilJl bm Ribah 90. 104, 125 
Birds 148 
Birr 191,222 

Ihsmtlhh 13,200. See akc T^snuyah 
Black Stone Sec d l-.fajarul Aswad 
Blind !48 
Blood 44.172,175 

Books of Allah 17,27-28,225 See ako Injil 
(Gospel); $uhuf of Ibrahim, Tawrih 
(Torah); Zabnr (psalms) 

Booty 107,108 
Bosnia A Herzegovina 204 
Boycott 94,119,136 
Brazil 208 
Brothels 165 
Brotherhood 183, 198 
Brunei 204 
Buddhism 15 
Buffaloes 71 

al-Rukkarl. .See Sahrh al-Bukhari 
Bulgaria 208 
Bur3q % 

Burkina Faso 204 
Burma 208 
Burundi 2<J8 
Hu$r3 80 

Byzantium 111,131 

C 

Calendar 1 1. 72, 74,99,174, 17,5, 222 
Caliphs 125 


Call m prayer. See AdhSn 
Cambodia 208 
Cambridge 160 
Camel 71,90,99,129, 175 
Cameroon 208 
Canada 173, 208 
Captives 72 
Caravan 105 
Cash 71 

Catholic Church 160 
Cattle 70 
Cave 83 
CE 11 

Central African Republic 208 
Chad 204 
Charity 70,199 
Chastity 189-190, 198 
Cheating 192 
Children 197 
China 208 
Chosroes II 126 
Christian Fra 11 
Christianity 15,80.160 
Christians 28.84, 86,129,157,161 
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Clay 141,148 
Cleanliness. 5fc Jaharah 
Clothing 201. Sc? also Dress 
Cobalt 203 
Coffee 203 
Commodities 203 
Common lira 11 
Community. See Uuirnah 
Comoros 204 
Congo, Dim Rep. of 208 
Congo, Rep. of 208 

Congregation 40,44,59, 73,174,175, 224 
Conjugal relations 73,76,1ST. 163 
Consensus 154 
Constantine 131 
Consultation 169 
Contentment 199 
Contract 157 
Contracts 185 
Converts 72 
Co-operation 183 
Corruption 168,193 
Cote d’Ivoire 204 
Cotton 20J 
Countries 203 
(Courage 188 

Cow, The, .Sir Sfliatul Biqarah 

Cows 71 

Cradle 148 

Creator 13 

Croatia 208 

Crucified 149 

Curse 14) 

Cyprus 130,208 
D 

Damascus 33,129 
Darod 53,56,222.228 
Darui Arqam 94,119 
Dates 11 

David. See Prophets: Djwdd 
1 )awmatul jandal 120 
Dawn. See Fair 
DawQd. See* Prophets: D3wUd 
Day of Judgement 14, 17,22,26,35,141,186, 
230 
Death 35 
Debtors 72 
Deceit 165 

Declaration of Faith, See hbahadah 
Destiny. See aCQadr 
Deuteronomy 28 
Devil. See ShaiDn 
Dhikr 31. 222 

Dhul Hijjah 11,74,174. 222 
Dhul Qa‘dah 31 
Difcvah bm Khallfah 111 
Dm 222. .Set' also Religion 
Dlnul Fifrah 15,222 


Discrimination 170 
Divorce 120,159,160. See joc Klmf 
Djibouti 204 
Press 173-174 

Drink 172 173, See abr Alcoholic 
Drinks. Wine 
Drinking 200 

Duy 54,55-36,173,221,222 
Domatul landal- Sec Dawmatul Jandat 
E 

Earnings 167 
Eating 173, 200 
Economics 165-168 
Education 16 7 , 17- 1 

Egypt 111. i ■ 4,: 29,130, 146, 171.204. 223 

Elephants 128, 136 

Emigration. See bffjrah 

England 160 

Eritrea 204 

Ethiopia 92,119,204 

Eve See Havvwa' 

Evil. See Munkar 
Exodus 28 
Extravagance 192 
Em 28 
F 

Faith 17, 198. Scr tfkn Im3n 
Rm 40, 46, 222 
False prophets 126 
Family 157 
Faqlh 155,222 
Faid 41,46, 155,222 
Fardu KiOlvah 59.222 
al-Fjrflq 128,222 
f asting. Sec >awm 
FafJwJ. See FatwS 
Father 197 

al-Futihab See Stlratul Fitibah 
Fatimah {daughter of Muhammad mF> 82, 131, 
136,137-138,228,230 
Fspmah bint al-Rhat^b 88, 93, 120 
Fafimah bint al-Mujallil 88 
Fatimah bint Zaidah 136 
FUpmamz ZahrS’ 137 
Fatwa 155,222,226 

bazar a 108 
Feminists 160 

Festivals 174-175 See disc id 
Fiji 208 

Fingertips 36 
Fiqh 155,222 
Fiqhu? £ak3h 222 
Fir*awn 146 148,223 
Fire 141,145. See the Hell 
Flroz 129 
Fish 173 
Flood 143 

Food 165,167,170,172-173,200 
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Foreknowledge. See a$-$if5t 
Forgiveness 186-187,200 
Fornication 195 
France 164,208 
Fraud 165, 192 
Freedom 167,170 
Friday prayer. See $al3iul jimufah 
Fukaihah bimYaslr 88 
Funeral prayer. See Salarul Jan9zah 
O 

Gabon 208 

Gabriel. See Angels: JihrS’l! (Gabriel) 

Gambia.The 204 
Gambling 153,165,17X194 
Gas 203 
Gaza Strip 205 
Generosity 191 
Genesis 28 
Georgia 208 
Germany 208 
Gbair Mu akkadah 46, 223 
Ghana 208 
nl-Ghanl 130,223 
Ghatafan 108 

at-Gbumd MuhayalOn 41,223 
Child 41,223 
Gifts 200 
Goats 71, 174 
God 13,221 See also AIIah 
Gold 70,71, 174, 193,201 
Gospel. See Injll (Gospel) 

Government 169,170 
Greece 208 
Greek 28 
Greeks 1 60 
Greetings 183,200 
Guests 197 
Guinea 204 
Guinea-Bissau 204 
Guyana 208 
H 

Hattoth 13X154. l%-202.223 
Hafi? 32.33,223 
Hafcah 33,94 
Hagar. See Hnjar 
Fiair 76 

Hnjar 76, 159,223 
al~tf ajarul Aswad 8,3,1 i 9.223 
fjai) 38,39,74-76,81,96,116, 118, 120. 161, 
174.223 

Halnl 165, 172, 223 
IjaUmah 80 

Hamzah 90,94.107, 108 119,126 
Haram 155.165,172.223 
Harbul Fijar 81, 119.223 
Harith bin Abi Halah 90 
Hlrithah 87 

HarOn. See Prophets: Harfln 





Harvest 71 

ab Hasan 131, 137 

Hawaztn 81 

Haws’ 141,157,223 

Hays’ 198.223 

Head of State. See Khallfah 

1 leaven \ 4,20,26.32,36,96,141.159,224 

Hebrew 28 

Hell 14.26,36,73.96.224 
Henry V 111 160 
Heratlius 111 
HidSyah 223 

Hijab 120, 161,174. 6S9 190,223 
1 iijnah 11,92,97-99, 119, 138, 223, 226 
Milf'ul FutfQl 81, N9, 223 
Hind 108 
Hindus UK) 

Mira* 31,34,83,85.223 
Hirah 128 

Hizb an-Nahdah 171 
Hoarding 193 
Honesty 185 

House of Allah. See lblitullah 
Housing 167, 170 
Hubal 84. 223 

Mudaibiyyah 110-111, 120. 130. 224 
HuH'a?. s>f Hall? 

Humajnjh bint Khalaf 88 
Hunaifl 118, 120 
Hunting 75 
Hurmuz 127 
al Husain 131, 137 

Hypocrites 105,186,194,2<l2. See <\Uo 
Munafiqflti 

l 

‘IbadaH 15, 39.70,72.86.224 
Iblls 26,141,224. See also ShagSn 
Ibtt Abi Sarb 130 

Ibn jvd an. See ‘ Abdullah bin JuiVan 

Ibn Mfljah. See Sun.rn Ibn Ma>ab 

I bn Muljam 132 

Ibrahim, See Prophets: Ibrahim 

Id 59, 175 

Idols 84, 144. 173 

Idul Adha 47,73,145,174,224 

IdulFifr 47, 73,120, 174 t 224 

Hiram 75.76,224,226 

Iban 196,224 

Ijiur 154,224 

al-fkhwanul MmlimQn 171 

ikrimnh bin Abt Jahl 110,126 

Imam 55, 59, 224 

Iman 18,105,1%, 224 

al-Imitnul Mufa$$al 17,26,224 

l imr3n 146. See also Sflrah Ali ‘Imran 

India UK), 208 

Indonesia 171,204 

Inheritance 120,161,168,199 
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Intention. -See Niyyah 
Interest. See Riba 

IqSmah 45-47,224 .See also Adhan 
lqra’ 34, 224 
Iran 171,204 
Iraq 127,130, 144,204 
I rash 90 

?<ui. See Prophets; ‘fs.1 
Isaac. .See Prophets: Isl?aq 
Isha’ 40,46,224 
Uh3q. See Prophets: IsljJq 
Idimael .See Prophets; Ismael 
Islam 13,34.1%. 224 
Islamic Law. See Sharl'al* 

Islamic Movement 87,88,97,99 
Islamic Salvation f ront 171 
Isma'll. See Prophets: fsma 4 !l 
al-Isrt' <)5 

Israel 205,208,225, .5cc ah* Isrl'il 

Uraeliles 146 

Isratil. .See Angels: Kraft) 

IsrJTlI 146,224. .Sen also BanO: Krn’tl 
Istanbul 34 
Italy 208 
1‘ttdal 51,224 

(Azn/1). See Angels:' ten'll (Azr.vl) 
J 




Jacob. See Prophets: Ya‘qOh 
Ja'far bin Abl ftlib 88,92,113 
Jabannam 224 See also Hell 
Jam3‘ah 224. See also Congregation 
{amSat-c-hllim 171 

janh‘ut~Tirmidhl 155, 230 

Jan9zah 224 See also Saljtul JanSzah 
lannah 197,198,224. See oho Heaven 
Jcalousv 201 
Jc&hh 224 

Jerusalem 96,105, 129,205. 225 
Jesus 114. See also Prophets IsS 
Jewellery 70,174 

Jews 84.100,101,105,108,109,115, 119,131 
157,161,173,225 
Jibrt’il. See Angels: Jibra’fl 
JibrJl. See Angels librfl’jl 
Jihad 15,76-77,80,91, MB, 120, 196,225 
Jinn 14.15,26.31,70,141,225 
al-Jisr 128 
jizyah tt 8, 120,225 
John 28 
Jordan 204 

Joseph. See Prophets: Ydsuf 
Judah 15 
Judaism. See Jews 
judiciary 170 
Jodiyy, See Mount:JOdiyy 






Jumadal Akhirah 11,225 
Jumadat Ula 11 
jumu'ah. See Salami Junufah 
justice 189 
Jute 203 

Juwayrlyah bint <al-HarIth 94 
JuyQb 190 
Juz' 32 
K 

Ka‘bah 44,48, 74,76,105,145,225 
Kafir 225 


al Kahtmmt Jaiyibah 39,225 

Karachi 34 

Kashmir 171 

Kaskar 128 

KavjtlhH 127 

Kawthar. See Soratul Kawthar 
Kazakhstan 204 
Kenya 208 

KhabbSb bin al-Aratt 88, 90, 93 
Khadtjah bint Khuwailid 86,88,93,94,119, 
136-137 

Khadljatul Kubid 136 
Khaibar 108,115,120,131,225 
Khrtid bin al Wahd 107, 110, 111, 118,120,126 
127,128.129,228,230 
Khallfah 22,27,59,125,169,170,225 
KhahluHlh 144. 325. See also Prophets: IbrShTm 
Kha/utaq 108- 109, 335 
Khand bint KlndhSn al-Ansarly? 157 
Khazraj 100,225 

Khilatah 225. See also Khabfah; al-Khulafa*ur 
kashidnn 

Khosraw Parwiz II 126 
Kbu!‘ 161,225. See also Divorce 
al Khulate’m RsdudOn 125,225 
Khufbah 59,23 
Kindness 188, 199 

KirJmar Kstibon. See Angels: Kir.iman KUtibQn 
Kisr* 126 
Knowledge 199 
Kosher 173 

al-Kubrn. See Khadljatul Kubra* 

Kafah 130 
Kursl 177 

Kutubulllh. See Books of Allah 
Kuwait 204 
Kyrgyzstan 204 
L 


Lailatul Qadr 73, 175 
af-tac 84. 225 
Law 139,169,170 
Law of Allah 13 
Leadership 125 
Learning 199 
Lebanon 204 
Legislation 169 
Leprosy 148 
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leviticus 28 
Liberia 208 
Liberty 167 
Libya 204 

Life after death. Sec Akhirah 
Lion 221 

Lot See Prophets. Ltlf 
Lotteries 165 
love 196 
l ubaitiah 00 
Luke 2K 

Liiqman 180-181 
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Lop. See prophets: Lot 
Lying 73, 102.201 
M 

Macedonia 208 
Madagascar 208 
Mudant 32 

Madinah 32, 96,99, 119, 171 
Madlrutun Nahivy 99, 226 
Maghrib 40, 46 ,’226 
Magic 147 

Maimnna bint al-Harlth 94 
Maisarah 93 

Makkah 32, 34,44. 80 , f 15—J16, 120 J,% 
Makki 32 
Makrnh 135,226 
Mala'ikah. See Angels 
Malakul Mawt. See Angels. Izrtfl) (Azrail) 

Malawi 209 

... 

Malaysia 171,204 
Maldives 204 
Mali 204 

Malik bin Anas 155 
Malik bin Nuwairah 126 
Mandcib 155,226 
Manganese 203 
Manners 197,200-201 
Mark 28 

Marriage 75,82,120, 157 -159,160. See also 
Polygamy 
Martyr 107 

Ma‘r 0 f 15,76,153,225,226 
Marwah 75,76,159,226 
Mary. See Maryam (mother of‘Isa) 

Maryam (mother of*Isa) 114,148 
Maryam (sister of Mma) 1 46 
ai*Mash‘3ril Hartlm 227 
Masjid 44, 59, 103, 226 
ai-Masjidul Aq$a 96,225 
al-Masjidul Haritm 226. See also Kahah 
d-Masjidun Nabawt 139,125, 226 
Matthew 28 
Mauritania 204 
Mauritius 209 
Mawaqlt. See Mlqat 
Meat 173, 175 
Medicine 167, 170 
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Meeting'* 184,200 
Menstruation 47, 73, 161 
Merchandise ’1 

Messengers 17,24, 27, 177, 196. See also 
Prophet* 

Messiah 148 

Michael. Sec Angels; Miks’ll (Michael) 

Middle bast 171 

Midian 147 

Migration. See Hijrah 

MikS'rl, See AngeM Mikahl (Michael) 

Mrk.il. See Angfvs; MiU'tI (Michael! 

Mdbh 226 

Millatun Wlludah 303 

Mini 75, 226 

Minerals 203 

Mines 71 

MlqSt 75, 226 

Mi ni 95-%, i jo 226 

Mitlth 226. See Inheritance 

Mischief 193 

Mivhkst al Maytthlh 155, 226 
Mockery 194 
Modesty 198 
Mohammedanism 19 
Mongolia 209 
Monk 80 

Monogamy 162,163 
Moon 11. |44, 175 
Morocco 204 
Moses. Set Prophets; Mos3 
Mosque, See Masjid 
Mother 159,197 
Mount 

Jndiyv 144,225 
NQr 34. 83 
Saf3 . .Sec ay-Safs 
Sinai 147 
Mozambique 209 
Mu'sdh bin labal 32 
Mu adhdhin 44, 104, 226 
Mu l awiyah 130 
Mabsh 155, 226 
Mufti 155,226 

al-Mughirah bin Shu-hah 129, 130, 225 
MuhajirOn 97, 100,226 
Muhammad & 5. 7** 124,226 
Muhammad bin Idris uh-Shafft 155 
Muhammad bin 154 

Muljarram 11,175 
al-Muhassm 131,137 
Muhnin 179-180, 226 

Muna^n 105,107,226. Sec also Hypocrites 

Munkar 15, 76, 153, 225, 227 

Mtiqftu 227 

Muqtadr 227 

al-Murrad3 132,133, 227 

Mns«l. See Prophets; Mfls3 
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Musailiimh bin Habib 126 
Mtt$alli 227 
Mu$haf 131, 227 
mushrik 102 
Muslim 13,227. Are <\ko Sahib Muslim 
Muslim bin al-Hajjaj 154 
Musnad 155 
Mu’teh 120,127 
^1 Muthanna 127, 128 
Muttaq! 22 7 
,i1-Muwaua‘ 155 
Muzdalifah 75,227 
Myanmar. 5Ve Burma 
N 

Nabiyy 5Vc Prophets 
NUfilah 46,22/ 

Nafl. Sir til ah 

Nahdatul *U1am3’ 171 
Nahdiyah 125 
Nahdlyah 90 
Nails 76 

an NajSshi 92. See also Negus 
Naked 

Nakhlj^iV* 

Names ,fI 

iNiticmal Idii 
Mawi* 13, M. 7'. 
rn^-lflL $cf Njklliaft 
N. tlfih 41 . 227. * '-m ].<harah 

N fdv 70 

N<‘ , U 93,113 
Newfc lift- 18l 197 
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Netted 
New I 
Nnv I 
Nkger 
Nigeria 

Night oJPflftiet 175. See ihe L.iiLnul Qjdr 
Niknh 227, Srr 
NijaJb 7t r 227 

Niyyah 41.48. &. 75, ttt, 337 
Slei.4. 5 «y hopheh: Nnli 
Nd'Jttfli bin'AbAtlllb 88. V3 
Nnb- Siv Prophets: Nflh 
Number* 2b 

Nftr 26, 227. tfitn- MdutU Nsii 
O 

Obedience 13 



tan an-NasTl 
out 171 




Oil 203 

■Old Testament 20 
Oman 205 
n^jitiutious 17J 


it y,t.s *2 r.;..y'' 

n: 




Ornament* 71. Nr a/«o Jewellery 
Opfcra I2ir. «63. IH2-I83, 193i 

Cbdmd 160 


P 

Pakistan 14,205 

Palestinian Authority 70S 

Palm oil 20 1 

Paradise Src Heaven 

Parents ITU, 197 

Paro Islam SeMaLiysu 171 

Patience 186 18- 

Peace 13 

Pen 34,85 

Pentateuch 28 

Perfume 75 

Persia 114,126 

Persian Fanpeiwi 111 

Pharaoh 146-148 

Philippines 209 

Phosphate 203 

Pigs 1/2 

Pilgrim 75,83 

Pilgrimage. Vv Hajj 

Pillars off shim 5v Artamil Islam 

Planets 20 

Plants 75 

Politeness 198 

Politics 169-171 

Polygamy '62 164 

Poor 70 

Population 171. 203 
Pork i 77 

Postn^i|L U * r i K bleeding 47 
Poverty *9+ 

I‘raver T?b 

Pride N|..v. 

M 

Protr. 167 

ftnfe. *vw K-m 
ihV^i imv-’H 
hK m 16i,i67 

Vl*4 JiockJ. S-v Aiflljth 

MiupRi.- :■■ 24, 12, 141 152. N r -Ito? \ I :■**ei igr i 
Ad.Lin 15.26.9n, 4'; -142.14H .57. 61 1 . 224 
tJivnd 27.81 
Harnri 96,147 

Mill n 27,53,74,76,%. W-H4S, 174,225 

k %. hnw 

Ishaq 2ft 

!suin'11 74,76,145, {%% 174 
1.6; 2H 

Miiri.imhLAd &. .Sr* B.nl fir 

Mnvi. 27.8Spfih. 93. % : *1^8 
Nob 24.28, 142-144 w 
W«flb 146 
” >■' 146 

I'^j sO.iiii ot loigi ilidiieh'. .Nr Sijdjtm Sub* 
haKip 28. $tr An' ZahAr (C^Iiih) 

Puberty 2ft I 
PuHftujtlity IS? 

Puiii^liLiic-nt 14.32, 195 
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Purification. See Jaharah 
Pus 44 

Q 

Qa<ja’ 59, 227 
Qadisiyyah 128, 227 
Qadr i 7. 22. 227 
al-Qasim 94, 136 
Qatar 205 
Qiblah 44.48.58, 105,! 20.227 
Qiyam 48,31,227 
Qiyls 154,227 
Quba’ 99,119 
QubadhH 127 
al-Qtidv See Jerusalem 
QunOt 227 

Quraish 33, BO, HI, 82,89,92, 1 10,130,131 
(Qur’an 11.24.27,31-35,85. tl6, 127,131,153 
176-195,199, 228 
R 

Rabbis 84 
Rabful Akhir 11 
Rabi'ul Awwal 11,228 
Rajab 11,228 
Rak'ah 46, 53, 228 
Ram 174 

Ramadan 11,38,47,72-73,83,84.85,120,174, 
228 

Ramlah bintAbCAwf 88 
RasOl 39. See also Messengers 
Rasolullah 228 
Relatives 182 

Religion 79,105,117,169,222 
Repentance 200 

Respected Scribes. See Angels. Kirtmatv Kltibtm 
Resurrection 178 See also Day of Judgement 
Revelation 84, 86 
Reward 14 

Rihj 105,120,165. 67, 167-168,194, 228 
Ridicule 194 
Right. See Ma'rfif 

RisaUh 18,24.31,39, 177-178,196,228 

Roman Emperor 111, 131 

Romania 209 

Romans 126. 127.131 

Robber 203 

Rnh 228. Sue also Soul 

Ruktr 51,58,228 

R0m 131 

Ruqaiyah (daughter of Muhammad &) 82,130, 
136 

Russia 209 
Rustam 128 
Rusul. Sec Messengers 
Rwanda 209 
S 

Sacrifice 174 

Sa‘d bin Ab! \fciqq3* 88, 89, 128, 129, 130 
Sadaqah 72,167, 201,228- See also Zakah 
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a^-Sadiq 83,96,228 
Saft 75,76,89,94,119,159,228 
Safar 11,228 
$afivah bmt Huyaiy 94 
Sahibab 125, 22 h' 

Sahib al-Bukh3rl 154,222 
Saiuh Muslim 154 
Sah! 103 
Snfinr 73, 228 
Sa‘Td bin al-'Aj 33 
Sa'Td bm Zaid 93 
Satfitlfrh 128,228 
Saivulatun Nisi’ 137. 228 
Sajafj bint al Hindi 126 
Sajdab 228 
Sajdatus S.ihw 58, 228 

Salih 38, 40 41,44,46-47,48-55, 76, 87. 104, 
117, 119,129,153.161,170,187, 196, 

197, 228 

Sal3m 136, 200, 228 

a$- Safotu ‘alan nahiyy. See DarOd 

gainful JanHzah 35,59 

Salatul lumuah 46.47,55,59,161,175,228 

Sal3tulW.tr 56 

Salma 125 

Salman A Fsr 1st 109 

Satan. See Shaifin 

Saudi Arabia 205 

Savings 70 

Saw-dab 94,137 

Saw in 38,39,72-73,76,105,117, 120,129,153. 

161,174,196,228 
Senegal 205 

Sex. See Conjugal relations 
Shabrm 11,105,229 

ash-Shifi f See Muhammad bin Idrts ash-Shlffl 
Sbhiilah 19, 3R 229 
Shahid 107,229 

Shaman 116, 173,193, 22° Sec also Jblts 
ash-ShSir 80,105, 110, til, 114, 119, 126,128, 
13(1 

Sharfah 153-156.229 
ash-Shawt 107 
ShawwSl 11,174,229 
Sheep TV 174 
Shepherd 81 

Shfh AbOSItb 94,119.136 
Shirk 149,229 
ShlrDyah 127 
Shoes 76 
Shcna 169,229 

Shurahbtl bin IJasatuh 126, 127 
Sick 72,200 
a^Siddlq 96. 125, 229 
Sierra Leone 205 
22 

Silk 201 
Stiver 70,71 
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Sjnai 147 
Sins#pore 209 
Sirah 35 

a$-$ir3tul Mmtaqtm 24. 50 
Slaughter 173 
Slaves 125,131,160,163 
Sleep 44 

Social Security 167 
Socks 43 
Somalia 205 
Soul 35. 165 
South Africa 209 
Sovereignty 169 
Spain 209 
Sprees 203 
Spying 192,201 
Sri Lanka 209 
Steadfastness 1 #6-187,199 
Stool 44 
Submission 13 
Sudan 171, 205 
Sufy3n bin ‘Abdullah 199 
Suhaib ar ROml 88, 90 
Suhail 103 

Subufof lbrahtm 27 *.v. 5 

Sujad 52. 58, 229 

Subimln bin Ash'.ith 134 

Sumaivah 90 

Sun 144 

Sunan Abo Dawod 154 

Sunan an-NasTi 155 

Sun,in Ibn Msjah 155 

Stun,ah 41,46, 116. 153, 154 155, 229 

Supplication. See PiTl* 

Snrah 11,32,229 
Aii‘Imran 14H 
aMJaqarah 32 
al-Tabq 65 

al-Tnnluh 32, 49, 58, 64, 221 
ai-Fll 69 

Ha Mini as-Sajdah 92 

abikhlas 18,50.66 

al-Kafirfln 67 

al-Kawthar 32,68 

al-Lahab 66,89. See also Aba Lahab 

Marram 93 

al-Ma an 68 

an~N3s 65 

4U~Na?r 67 

an-Nisa’ 168 

Quraish 69 

\i Ha 93 

Suraqah bin Malik 99 
Suriname 209 
Suspicion 192, 201 
Suwar. See Sarah 
Swaziland 209 
Sword of Allah 128 



Syria 205. See wbe ash-Sham 
Svriac 28 

f 

Ta’avvwudb 53. 229 
Tabok 118.120,126 
Tafslr 35,229 
Taghat 177 
Tahajjud 47,229 
TahJr.ih 41,197,229 
Olhir 82,136 

TVit 95,108,110,118,119.120,225 
Taiyib 82,136 
Tajikistan 205 
Takbtr 229 

Takhjr.mil frir&n 48. ->8, 229 

Talaq 159,229 

Tathiyah 76,229 

Muh bin 'Ubaidilfeh 88. 129 

Talking 184-230,200 

Tanzania 205 


TiqwS 72, 101, 170,174,227,229 
Tarawib 47,73, 229 
Tasbth 55,229 
Tashaiibud 53.56,58,229 
Tashkent 34 
Tashriq 174,229 
Tasmiyah 41,229 
Taunting 202 
Tawbah 200,229 

Tawlfrd 18-20,20 21.31,39,177,1% 
TawrSh (Torah) 27.86,148,229 
Tax 70,118,120,154.225 
Tayammum 44,230 
Tea 203 

Temple 118,144 
Thailand 209 
Thana' 49, 230 
Thawr 99.230 
Then 165,169. 195 
Tin 205 

at-1 irmidbl. See Jami’ at-Tirmidhl 
209 

Tolerance 198 
Topkapi Museum 34 
Torah. See Tawrah (Torah) 

Trade 167,169 
Transliteration 10 
Travellers 72 
Treaty 101 
Tree 141 
Trenches 109 
Trinidad & Tobago 209 
Trinity 149 
Tripoli 130 
Trumpet 26 
Trust 221 

Trustworthiness 188 
Truthfulness 185-186,198 
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TuUib&h bin KhuwaiUd 126 
Tunisia 171,205 
Turkey 34, 144,171,205 
Turkmenistan 205 
Tmva 147,230 
Tyranny 16V 
U 

Ubadah bin 32 

Ubayv bin Ka‘b 32 
Uganda 20V 

Uhud 106-1 OK, 120. 126. 137. 163,230 
Ukraine 209 
Unuiyah 130 

‘Umar bin al-KhaH3b 33, 93-94, 104. 117, 119. 

128-130, 139,222 
Utmn Hnhibah 94 
Umm Jamil 90 
Umm KulthClm (daughter of Muhammad iSfc'i 
82, 136 

Umm Kulthflm bint‘All 131,137 
Umm RQm3n 138 
Umm Salamah 94 
Uium'Ubais 90,125 
Uuunah 77,230 
Umrmyy 85, 230 
Ummul Khair 125 
'Umtah 76,110,120,230 
United Arab Emirates 205 
United Kingdom 168, 209 
United States of Amend 209 
Universe 20 
Uramum 203 
Unne 44 
USA 173 

Usamah bin /aid 126 
Usury. See Rib* 

Uswatun Hasanah 79,230 
'Utbah bin Rabfah 92 

'Uthman bin ’Affen 33,88.129,130-131,136, 
223 

Uthman bin Maz’On 88 
Uzbekistan 34, 205 
ai~*Uzz3 84. 118,230 
V 
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Western Sahara 205 
Wile 197 
Wind 44 

Wine 103,120.153,173,194. Set' abe Alcoholic 
Drinks 

Witr 230. See also $alstul Witr 
Womb 178 

Women 136-140,159-162 
Wool 203 

Worship See'Ibjdnh 
Wrong. Sev Munkar 
\Vudn‘ 41-44, 58,87,223,230. See also 
, Tayamnuim 
Y 

Ya'qnb. See Prophets:Ya‘qflb 

Yarmnk 127 

Yathnb %, 99,119,230 

Yawnmddln. See Day of Judgement 

Yaw mu! Akhir. Set Day of Judgement 

Y.izid bir. Abl SufyJn 127 

Yemen 126,205 

Yugoslavia 209 

YQsuf, See Prophets: Yflsuf 

Z 

Zahar, (Psalms) 27,230 

az-ZahrS 137,230 

Zaid bin Klntluh 87,88,95 

Zaid bin Thabit 32,33 

Zainab (daughter of Muhammad &) 82. 136 

Zainab bmt aTHavUh 94 

Zainab bint All 131,137 

Zamab bint Jafoash 94 

ZMh 38,39.70-72.76.105.117,118,120.126, 
153. 161. 167, 17(1, 1 %, 230. Steal# 
Sadacjah 
Zambia 209 
Zamzarn 76, 230 
Zimbabwe 209 
Zinntnh 125 

az-Zubair bin 'Abdul Mufpiib 81 
az-Zubair bin al-'Awwim 88, 129 
Zulu 40, 46, 59, 230 











Vegetarian 173 
Vicegerent. See Khaltfah 
Vietnam 209 
Vomiting 44 
W 

Wahl 80 
Wabsh! 107,126 
Wajib 47,155,230 
War 81. 163 
Waraqah bin Nawtal 86 
Wasq. See Awsuq 
Wealth 70.167,170 
Wedding 75 
West Bank 205 
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